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Two considerations that hav e been borne in uipon "'y mind w-hile followin

tis controversy ma), be %vorth rnentioning, thougli neither cari be called exacti

helpftd. One is that we find the most confident, uinquestioning. dogniatic belie

in heaven (and its correlative> in those w'bose heaven is the most unlikely anl

imnpossible, the most entirely made uip of mundane and miaterial clements, c

gorgeous glories and of fading slplenidours*-~jist sncb tbmngs as uncultured ail

undisciplined natures mnost envied or pined after on earth, sncb as the lowe

order of minds could best picture and would naturally bc muust dazzled bý

l'he bigher intelligences of our race, who need a spirituial heaven, find thei

imaginations fettered by the scientific training which. irnperfect thoughi it be

clips their wings in ail directions, forbids their glowing fancy. and annuiils tha

gorgeous creation, and bars the way to each successive local habitation that i

instinctively wvanted to give rcality to the ideal they aspire to ;tilI, in the effor

to frame a future existence witbout a future world, to build uip a state of beinî

that shall be worthy of its denizens, and from w-hicb everything mnaterial shal

be excluded, tbey at last discover that in renounicing the ,physical ' and inad

missible they blave been forced to renounice the 'conceivable ' as well ;and

dimness and fluctuating uncertainty gathers round a scenle, from which aIl tha

is concrete and definable, and would therefore be incongruious, bias been shul

,Ont. The next world cannot, it is felt, bc a material one ; and a tnily 4spiritual

one even the saint cannot coniceive so as to bring it borne to natures stil

sbrouded in the garments of the flesh.

The other suggestion that bias occurred to me is this :-It muiist lie concedec

tbat the doctrine of a future life is by no means as universally diffuised as it is

the habit loosely to assert. It is not always discoverable amnong primitive an(

savage races. It existed among pagan nations, in a formi .5 vague andi hazy as

to be describable ratber as a dreami than a rcligiouis failli. I t can scarcelv bc

determined m-hethcr the Chinlese, whosc cultivation is perbaîs thic mlost amcîeimt

existing in the uvorld, cani be ranked aniong distinct lîclievers ;w bile the Coli

ception of Nirvana, which prevails in tlic iiicditaitive mnis of other Orientais.

is more a sort of consciolis non-existence than a future lifé. Witb the Jews,

morcover, as is uveli known, the belief uvas not indigenous, but imiported. and by

no means an carly importation. But wh'at is liot so generally recognised is that.

even ainong ourselves in tliese davs, the conviction of thougbtful natures varies

curiouisly in strengtb and in features at (ifferent periods of life. In yOutb. wbenl

aIl our sentiments are inost vivacious and dogmatic, most of uis not onlv clinic to

it as anl intellectutal creed, but are accustomed to say and feel that. uitihott nl as

a solace and a hiope to rest uipon, this Nvorld wouIl bc stripped of its deeC1)Ct

fascinations. It is fromi minds of this age, whosc vigour hiiiiiî)ir( and

xvbose reîisb for the joys of earth is most expanlsive, that the illost gloîvingý

delineations of beaven uisually 1iroceed, and on uvboi the thirst for félicity and

knowiedge, which cari be slaked at no cartbly founitains. bias tbe rnio-t exCiling

powver. Thlen cornes the busy, tuirinol of our lui( career. wheni the present

curtains off the futture from our tbougbits, and wbcn a renewed xitnein a

different scelle is recalled to our faiîcy chietly in crises of b)ereaveineteit. ,\nid

finally, i s it îiot the case that iii our fading years-wben soincthiig of, the

languor and placidity of age is creeping over uis, just wbeni flituri ýî~ i ionling

consciously and rapid]y more near, and wbeni one iniglit naturally- ex1 iect it to

occpy s mre nccsantly and nitb more anxious and searching glIances-we

think of it less frequenlty, lelieve in it less confidcntly, desire it less eagerly

* than in bur youth ? Sncb,' at lea.st, bias been iny observatioli an(l experience,

especially among the more reflective and inquiring order of mcii. ''ibe life of

the hour absorbs uls mos.t coml)letely, as the bours growv fewer and lcss fuil th

pleasures, the exemptions, the mlodest intercst, the afternoon peace, the gentie

affections of the presenit scenle, obscure the future from our viewx, and rencler it,

,curiously enougb, even iess interestiiig than the past. To-day, which may l>e

our last, engrosses us far more than to-miorroN, which may bie our "oR kvEýR;

and the grave into Nvhich we are just stepping down troubles us far Iess thani in

youth, when haîf a century lay betwee lius and it.

What is the explanation of this strange phenomenon ? Is it a miercifuil

,dispensation arranged by the. Ruler of our life to soften and to ease a crisis

which would be too grand and avfuil to be faced withi dignity or calmn, if it wVere

actually realised at ail ? is it that thought-or that vague substitute for thought

which we cali tinie-has brouight uis, half unconsciousty, to the conclusion that

the whole question is insoluble, and that reflection is wasted whiere reflection

,can bring uls no nearer to an issue ? Or finally, as 1 know is true far oftener

than wre fancy, is it that threescore years and ten have quenched the passionate

desire for life uvith which at first sve stepped upon the scene ? We are tired,

some of us, with unendirig and unprofitable toil ; we are satiated, others of uis,

,with sncb ample pleasuires as earth cari yield us; - e have had enough of

ambition,' alike in its succesSeS and its failtîres ; the joys and blessings of human

affection on which, whatever their crises and vicissitudes, no righteous or truth-

ful man uvili cast a siur, are yet su blended with pains which partake of their

intensity; the thirst for knowledge is not slaked, indeed, but the capacity for

the labour by which alone it cani be gained hias consciously died ont; the

appetite for life, in short, is gone, the frame is worn and the faculties exhausted ;

and-possibly this is the kcy to the phienonleilot we are examîniflg-age CANNOT,

frorn the very lawv of its nature, CoCei .7'e î1se/f endowced wîit the boîinding energi's

of youtz, and witbout that vigour both of exertion and desire, renewed existence

cati offer nu inspiring charms. Our being tipon earth bias heen enriched by

vivid interests and precious joys, and wc are deeply grateful for the gîft; lbut uve

are wearied with one life, and fée scarcely quialified to enter on the dlaims, eveti

though balanced by the felicities and glories, of another. Lt may be the fatigue

which cornes uith age-fatigtie of the fane>' as well as of the frame; but some-

how, what we yearn for most instinctivey at last is rest, and the peace which we

cari imagine the easiest becauise we know it l'est is that of sleep.
W. R. GREC.

*'Ilere may be crowns of material spiendour, there imay be trees of unfading loveliness,

there may be pavemients of emerald, and canopies of the brightest radiance, and gardens of

,deep anti tranquil security, and palaces of prout anti stateiy decoration, and a city of loft),

pinnacles, through which there unceasinglY flow"s a river of giadness, anti where jubiîee is ever

sung by a concord of seraphic voices.'1-Dr. Gharners's .Srmions.

' Poor fragmients aill of this low earth-

Such as in dreamns could hardiy soothe

A soul that once had tasted of inimortai trutll.'-Cli;istian iéar.

9 THE FUTURE LIFE.
Y

d A corresponidenit, 'I Quartuis," in a good and teroperate letter whicli
f~ appeared in the last issue Of the SPEUý'ATOR sug,-gests that tbe columons shotîld be

jopen to a discuission of the grav e qulestions iîow trotîbling the puiblic mmnd with

r regard to tue future life. 1 agree uvith liim that the Il rii meaning qf lhe lril'>*
1. O Gaý,/ is w-bat we imist carefuliv searcli for. 1 arn aiso at one with Iiimi uven

r lie savs "iimaný w-ouid likc to sec the subject: thorotighîy discussed by competent
wrt's, aîîd tîat Il w-e should not be afraid of it." Of couirse ive shotild îlot;

tneither for ourselves nor for otîr yotîîîg peuple. We should let our sons and

s daugliters get accustonied to look tbcse serionis mnatters in tlie face ;if not, tlmey

t wiIl corne uipon tlîem as a surprise by and by, and disaster muist foliow. 1 knlow

9that some parenîts raise stroîîg objections, and think their fanily should be kept
1 in igniorance of an>' theories that apîear lieterodox. That is sinîply what

-Roman Cathoiicisri bias long been carrying ont in practice, and what Protestant-

ismsn lias always coîidemned. But Roman Catholicism is conîsistent, and know-

t ing tlîat tiere are recorded speeches of tue devil and of fise propliets in tue
t Bible, it Nitliholds tue Bible from the igniorant. Those Protestant parents who

1 %ould baîîisl ail periodicais coîitaiîiing the pros and cons of these great ques-
tidons are doing precisely tue sainîe thing, and to hie consistent shotild keepi tbe
Bible frorn tlîeir clîildrcîî or forbid theun to read sonie parts of it. 1 have

1 leard tlîat maiîy peopule took exception to the pulication of Frecieric Harrison's
splendid articles on '4 Yc Soi1 and i E'ture Li/i'," oit that grotind. 1 cani

iscarccily conccive of miore fatal stupidity. Oif course tiîey ignore tue fact that
a ,Symposiumr " fillowed. containiîîg the best aîiswers the Chîurclî cari givc ; and

-of course tiiose saine parents w'ould never allow tiieir sons ami dangliters to
read -TIl'ie Pil'grii's Progress " and sicli like booksl bec.anse sone very anti-

*christiaîî reniarks are madle tiiereimi by sonie very atîti cliristiaut cliaracters. Lt

is tîîîîe for ns to awake omît -f otîr sleep anîd enter the grcat and ral war f life.>
We have nothing to fcar frumn di1scussi oî ; we bave everytliing to fear- froni
reliressioui. So 1 hope it tvîll be allow'ed tis to discuss tlîis inatter in the
SIO.TAiTOR, as tue j(>trnai p)rofesses to lue openi to ail whio have anything
to sa>'.

Il Quartus " indicates thîrce opinions wliich are openî for disctussion, vîz.,

everiasutiig conscionis smifferiiig. conditionatl irnîniortaiity, or life in Christ oîîly,
iid r estoratin, either universaî or partial. If it be allowed nic 1 wiii place
nîv s iews before the readers of the .Siî:CîviOR in the best way 1 cani un a sermes
(ft articles. i do iîot expect that 1 shahl make it qtuite c lear tu auîy ouîe. L t is
iot qutte clear to îi, owîi mmnd. No doctrine of Seripttire auid of spuiritual
life is. [i everything tiiere is a secret, which by no searcliîg can Nve finid ont.
I'erîaps it is uveli tlîat it sliould be so. l'lic mnyster>' keeus nis iioving. And
we rnist inove. or w~e shahl stagnate.

Whiy îîot let is have a Canadian î Symposiuim ?" If it be thouglit that i>'

articles are wortliy of bciiig taken as tue exposition of onie phase of the question,
ieu otiiers rniglit foiiow iii answer, giving reason or refutatiomi. 'i'iat %vuld

gîive at ieast a clear s iew of tue whmule case. iMy ubject is tu deuil uviti tîis
question of tue futture punisliint of sis.

But let uis first define terni-,, su as to have a clear tinderstanding of what

Wc niean by the use of them. For the word Il sin" is to many obîscure, belong-
îng not rnuch tu ordinary life, but mosti>' to theology and the pulpit. B>' many>

*it is snuposed tii be sorte natural ", fanîit" iii our being, and caused originially b>'
Adani's transgressioni. The>' thiink a sweet, uricouiscious chîihd, whîose eyes have

but a feîv months opened tu the liglit, a sinful creature. Butt simi as 1 tuderstaîid
it, is a conscious at-it is a violation of duty. It is sim wheuî a man resists his
scrise of riglît ; it is sim to turn away from an obligation ; tu witlîliold froîîî 6od
tue reverence and gratitude dite to Hum. Lt is sin to injure a felhow-manl,
from inotives of revenge or covetusness. Lt is sin tu sacrifice the intellect
and the heart to the senses, thus pntting the animai over the spiritual. Sin is
volnintary wrong-doing. Lt is a wilfui violation of a known law of God and our
own being. And that sin is, and must bie punished. We are sure of tlîat. Not
unI>' does Scripture teach it, but our coniscience tells us it is so. Here, or
hereafter, the pride of wrongdoing must be paid. No man cati escape. Peni-
tential tears and prayers ; a change of conduct-t'e exercise of faith ini Gud
and Christ, îlot une of these and îlot ai of these& dai ward it off. It is an,
inexorable, and inviolable law that punishment shahl follow sin. IlWhatsoever
a man sows, that shahl he also reap." Cast in the seed, and the harvest time.
wilh corne.

But the difficulty, arises the moment we try- to flnd some conception of the
nature and duration of that punishment. According to the current notion of
the churches it is eternal. It is everlasting, an uneiving torment, if not a literaI
flame of fire ; an inward remorse that shaîl iast for ever and for ever. It is
banishmetit from God-a life without His life-breath and nmotion apart frorn
Hini ; a place and a state uf woe, where hope never enters, but every thougiit is
torment in the mid, and ever>' feeling a fier>' torture in the. heart. Ail the faculties
sha 1 live, but uni>' ]ive to suifer. Menior>' shal lie as a worm at the vitals, ail
the being shahl be un fire, but shall not hurn. It is an awful doctrine. But
w-bat is the origin and history of this doctrine? 1 think it wiii be fonnd that it

begati with the Jews. and arose fromn the fact that they took a part truth. for a
wlîole truth, that is to sa>', that tbey formed a misconception of God in Fis rela-

tion to mani. AIl throughi the patriarchai ages God is represented as a benefi-
cent Being. Hie enters into felluwslîip witlî mati, talks with hini face tu face.

He calis Abraham tii a great inheritance. I-e is the Formn at the toi) of the
ladder which Jacob ,av. H-e is the Angel of the covenant, auîd the Gud of aIl
blessing. But with the Exudus of Israel from Egypt the idea gets cbanged.
God is the avenger of aIl the uppressed. He is the great King of the nation.
His thnune is in the lîeavens..His sceptre is a rod of' iron. Frosn tue secret

place of His Majesty corne forth the tlisnderings of His law. Tl'le fire and the
stiioke whidh crowti the quaking montitain tell of His power and the terrible-
ness of His wrath. H-e is not oni>' King, but Judge. He uironounices judgunent

and administers the haw. Now, that seems the oni>' way in which those people

could have been talight to know right and do it. The>' were children in Reli-

gion,. The sojourti ini Egypt had corriîpted them in mind and heart. The>'

camne out of it with the very iowest standard in murais, and a blninted sense of

justice. Chiidren nmust be ruled hargei>' b>' the rod. The>' must be kept from,


