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been kept through long hours of patient wickedness, the
guin lias been aimed and discharged, but the victim lias
escaped; on the primary principle of punishment, that
n'an appears to me to be worthy to, be punished as a
Mfurderer"1

And, in awarding sentence, he could flot avoid acting
uPon his opinions: " Punishment is a part of justice if it is
anything of moral worth; and 1. cannot bring myseif to
think of justice witliout regard to right and wrong, without
regard to the utterances of the human conscience, without
a thought behind ail of an infinite and perfect judge."

When inflicting punisliment, then, we should primarily
regard the offence, as God would regard it, as an offence
against I-im, attend, in the first place, to "moral reproba-
tion "; and with this view we must listen "to the utterances
Of the human conscience."

NOW let us assume that "'the human conscience" is a di-
V'ine preceptor, and let us ask of the oracle its directions.
If it happen to have drank deeply of the wells of dliristian
charity, we will hear the familiar words: " Judge not, that ye
b'e flot judged ;" "'He that is witliout sin among you, let
him first cast a stone at lier ~" "Go and sin no more; ' "The
Lord Wîlleth not the death of a sinner, but rather that lie
should turn from lis wickedness and live." "A fitness of
8U1ffering to sin "! No: "The blood of Christ cleanseth from

a sn""Thougliou sins be as scarlet tliey shahl be as
Wýýhite as snow." " Men liave a sense of tlie fitness of suifer-
ifg to"-...unrepented and unforgîven-"sin." Ah yes! but
Wehat ermined judge can divine the intents of the lieart, and
a1PPlY lis dliemistry to contrition. A child sins, and its
father is a brute if lie strikes while sorrow and repentance
are lieaving tlie breast with sobs and cries. A man sins,
and if, furtlier than protecting society, a judge administers
Ch,1tisement lie not only arrogates to himself the functions
Of God's avenging angel, wlio is perfectly competent, we
belieVe, to perform lis duties unaided, but lie assumes that
hi8 donS Go service and vindicating His law, wlien God


