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mucli comfert. Thse unfertunate Allertens
rose carly and sat up late, kept. scanty lires,
and a very humble table, and rarely wcnt
out of tic house, except to chureli, or to
takce a littie air and exorcise at the close of
thse aftcrnoon.

Most of their friends droppcd off, and the
few vise seemed disposed te continue their
acquaintance ivitis people ivhose extreme
indigence was no sccret, were se thouglît-
less as to make tiseir visits ia tise morning,
a tinsoe %hich is never convenient to fansilies
tlîat cannot afford to be idle. Mrs. Bayley,
vise thoughi frivolous and inconsiderate, ivas
really a good-natured womaiî, came frequent-
ly te see them ; and another of their visitors
ivas Mrs. Diggory, ivhose chief incentive was
curiosity te sec how tise .Allertons were
going on, anil a love of dictation, which in-
duced lier frequnitIy te favour thom with
wliat she considcred salutary counsel. By
giving tise farmily a littie needlework, she
considered hiersoîf entitled to inflict upon
them, under the appearance of kindncess, the
nsest cutting observations and adviees.

Spring camc at last, and the .lcrton
family, having struggled througlî a melan-
choly and consfortiess vinter, had taken. a
larger house in a better part of the tosvn,
and nmade arrangements for commencing the
scisool, in whîch Constance wvas te bie chief
instruciress. About a fortnight before their
intended removal te thleir nov residence, one
afternoon, when none of the family w.ere at
home except Constance, she vas surprised
by the visit of a friend frem Now Bedford, a
young gentleman who had. been absent three
years on a whaling, voyage, in a ship in
iwhicbho le ad the chief interest, his
bis father being owner of several vessel.4 in
that lino.

Edward Lessingham was an admirer of
ladies goneraily ; but during bis long,
voyage he found, by lis thînking incessant-
ly of Constance, and net at all of any otler
fomale, that he was undoubtedly in love ; a
faet lie lad not suspected till the lest point
of Massachusetta ifsdod frons bis view. He
rosolved to improeo his intimaey with our
heroine, should he still find ber nt liberty,
on bis return te New Bedford ; and if ho
perceived a probability of success, te make
ber at once an offer ofbis land. When Les-
singhaîn came home, hoe vas mueh disappoint-
ed te hear that Constance ÀJ.lerton lied been

living for more tlian a tivelvemonth i Phil-
adel1,hia. -loweçerle lest noLimueincus-
in- te sec lier.

Whcn lie was shoiwn into the parleur, shc
wvas sitting with hier head bent over lier
werkç. Sue starfed up on heing accosted
by bis well-remembered veice. Net baving
heard of tie dcathi of lier brother, and net
seein- lier in mourning, Edward Lessing-
hans ivas at a less te account fer tIse tears
tlîat fild lier eyes, and for thse emetion that
suiffocated ber voice wvlen she attempted te
reply te his warm expressioins of deligit, at
seeing ber againi. I-le perccived shoe ivas
thinner and paier tisan wvhen lie hnd last
seen l, and lie feared Ébiat ail was net
ri-lit. She signed te him te set dowa, and
vas endeavou ring te compose liersoîf, whèn
Mrs. Diggeory. was sliown into tise reeni.
Tlîat lady stared ivith surpise at seeing a
very lanulsoîe yeuing gentlenman witis Con-
stance, ivbe hastily viped ber eyes, asnd in-
troduced Mr. Lessîngliani.

Mr.s. Diggory teok a seat and producingy
tire or tliree morning caps fres lier reticule,
she said in lier usual. vulgar toile, "MIfiss
Allerton 1 have breugbt those caps te yen te
alter ; 1 wish yen te do tlien immediately,
that tlcy may bo ivaslîed aext week. 1 lind
the borders rather tee broad, and the bond
pieces rather tee, large ; se I vent yen te
rip thons apart, and make the head pieces
smaller, and the borders narrever, and theni
whip tbem and sew tlîem on again. I was
ont the other day idien yen sent home nîy
lusband's shirts sitl the bill, but when yen
have dene the caps, 1 will pay yen for them
ail teg-etlier. What wilI you charge fer
making a dozen aprons eof bird's-eye diaper,
for rny little Anna ?' Unless yen will do
them very cheap, I may as weil malte thcm
myseif."

The face of Lessingham beeame searlet,
cnd starting from. his cbair lie traversed the
zoom in inanifest perturbation ; sympathiz-
ing with what ho suppesedl te be the confu-
sion and mortification of Constance, and re-
gretted that the sex of Mrs. Diggory pro-
vented hins from knoeking ber down.

Constance, however, rallied, repiying with
apparent composure te Mrs. Diggory on the
points in question, and caimly settling ille
question of the bird's-eye aprons -she

knew it was only in thse eyes of the vulgar-
minded and tse foohisb, that a voman je de-
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