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C. Beckett, Hiamilton; Quebec, Albert Ilebert, Mon)ttreal;
New Brunswick, A. IL F. Randolph, St. John; NoaScotia,
H. G. Bald, Hlalifax; Manitoba, Kenneth Mackenzie, Winni-
peg; British Columubia, H. Todd, Victoria. J. Stanley Cook,
Moniitreal, was re-elected secretary.

ANSWERS TO ENQUIRERS.

Bank Clerk, City.-You are right in one case but wrong ini

the other. The average clearings at the Toronto Clcaring
House for the nine weeks ended with 2ild Mardi were $57,-
833,000 per week. In the corresponding period of i904, the aver-
age was $45,3io,ooo, and in 1903 it was $48,750,000 Per wcek.
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DRY GOODS ITEMS.

A shipnient of silk from the "Empress of Japan,' to the
extent of ten cars, left Vancouver a week ago on its way cast
by way of the Canadian Pacifie Railway. 0f the consignment
one car was for Wiunnipeg, the remainiug nine bciîng billed for
the United States.

*' Emporiumî, Linîited," Mon *treal, capital stock $200.000,

is the namne of a ncew company which has beeni granted a
charter by flic Ottawa Government, authorizing it to open
stores and deai iii general merchandise, to have a depart-
ment for the tcaching of cutting and designing ail kinds of
garments, to publish a technical journal connected with the
business, and to carry on a mail order business. C. Duluth
and J. Petitelere, of Montreal, are interested.

There is little change ini the Belfast linen market, but
the volume of business is more than maintained, aud prîces
keep steady. There is a moderate demfand for flax at full
rates. Advices indicate that Dutch and French sowNing of
flax this year is likely to show a marked decreaise. Yartis
conitiniue in steady request, and, as manufacturers have
hardly any stocks, spinners hold a strong position. Prics
kcep firm. Export trade continues good. Orders are
siîeadIly coming in front the United States. Cuban trade I'
îinîproving, and the South American markets continue to

rdrto a satisfactory extent. Canadian trade is fair. Aus-
tralasian business keeps nioderate, and there is an average
turnover wîth the Continent.

There scenis to be a feeling in the raw silk market that
prices have gone about as low as cani be expected, and as a
consequence a slight increase in demand is noted. Stocks
in manufacturers' hands are undoubtedly being depleted
rapidly, owing to a favorable season, and if ail the indica-
tions wbich are iii evidence at the moment are fulfilled con-
siderably more raw material will be needed before the season
is over., One favorable factor in the situation, bowevcr, is
thiat the stocks which were bought at slightly higber figures
than may be obtained to-day have been readily absorbed,
and the difference between to-day's purchases and the small
amount stili on baud will not be so appreciable on this
account.

Walking costumes in Paris, especiaily those of the tailor
type, are not considered complete without sorte description
of waistcoat, and to a Certain extent this remark is also
applicable 10 ail sorts of toilettes, even those of an ex-
îremeîly dressy order. Itlibas become an assured fact, says
a special correspondent of the Newv York Dry Goods
Ecoinmist, that the waistcoat Nvill play a most important
part amnong dresses for the immediate future, and so extra-
ordiniarily varied is the present waisteoat, both in point of
miaterial aud construction, that ail tastes will be satisfied.
The draped corsage bias become such a generai favorite that
the samie idea in arrangement now extends to the waistcoat
as sho\\vn by the most recent creations. It is of the per-
f-ctly f-iîîing type, reaching somte couple of inches below
the waslnat which point it is allowed to open slightly
sudi( formn short points.

Offerings at the London wool auction sales on the 8th inst.
numbered 14,112 hales. Fine mierinos and crossbteds sold
readily, but ail inferior qualities were slow and were frequently

j withdrawii,. Cape Of Good Hope sold briskly». Home and

Conitinenital briyers operated frcly, aud Anîcricans hought suin
choice Ncýw Souths Wales Geelong wrap wools and crossbrcds at
full rates. The following shows flic sales iii detail: New South
Wales-3,ooo bales; scourcd, q9Y2d. to is. iol'_,d.; greasy, 4 4 d.
t0 Is. 2d. Quecusland-2,100 bales; scoured, i id. ho is. io¼/d.;
greasy, 64d. to ii'd. Victoriaxi-i,Soo bales; scoured, is.
y2,d. to Is. 7d.; greasY, 4 ¾yd. to is. 2d. South Atustralia- î,ioo
bales; scoured, is. iVd. to is. 6!1.4.; greasy, t.4. 10 d. WTest
Australia-,900 bales; scourcd, is. is' .. ; greasY. 4¼(ld. to iid.
New Zcalauid-2,6oo bales; greasy, 6'A,. ho is. Cape of Good
Hope aud Natal 400 bales; scotired, i0'2. to Is. 7¼/,d.;
greasy, 6'.4. to iod. Falkland Islaiuds-î,ooo bales; greasy,

Tliere lias becu very littie actual business passing iii the
Bradford wool muarket duriug tise past sveek, said a letter
to tlhe last 1>rapers' Record to baud, cither ini wools or
yarns, as tIse uîicertainty in prices lias caiised ail orders t0
lbc bcld over miil a mobre settled basis of values could be
arriveil at. Tfli mîarket liere bas, iu tact, followed almost
exact ly on t li hes indiîcatcd above, and icribo prices are
firiin. licre eati be no (lohbt that users o! tîlese classes ini

Ibis district are inuich better cîîîployed tlîaî they have beeln
for sonie time, and, as the increase in the prodluction wîll
barcly keep pace wvith tie increased coissunîption, tiiere is
every reasoli ho, exl)ct the prices ho bc firin for many
uîonths Io coine. The inîprovcd coniîsunljioîî for niierinos
in tlais district seenis to be priucipaily on accouint of a better
demand for fine plain cloths and coatings for the dress aud
costume trade, and for fine worsted Italïin lining cloths.

Spriîîg deliveries have formed the hulk of tIse business
passing ini the Glasgow wholesale warehiouse trade, and,
whïle tîsese have been heavy, il is apparent that retailers
are tbis year postponiung tbe bigger proportion o! their
stock deliveries tilI March, as then the fashions will have
beconie better kuown, auîd laying in of stock iess risky. A
spirit of lîopefulness stili rules, althougb it would bie more
to tlîe point were travellers to send back larger orders. For
dress goods it is yet early to say how business promises or
whiat is likcly to catcli tîe popular fancy. Habit anîd
Amazon cloths appear to bc miore than holding their own,
but as City traveller-s' calîs are restricted so long as the sales
continue, a m(ek mnust elapse cre any reai trade hasis eau
be found. Meantimec, retailers confined their orders to the
fulfilnent of immediate wants. Manufacturers o! sbirtings,
lappets, and dhooties are better placed for Indian business.
The wholesale shirting bouses are cngaged witlî their designs
and preparations of patterns for next year. Travellers will
go out witlh these next month. With reference to linens,
quite a large assortment is being taken up for export west-
ward. It is to be boped that tbese orders will lift tbe market
out of the dull groove in wbicb il bas lain s0 long. Prices
of raw niaterial aud yarns are blelpiug thie movemnent. A
condition accompanying the orders, bowevcr, is that delivery
is not 10 be burried.

i is
-The Quebec Board of Trade is fornîing a board o!

conciliation, before whicb aIl disputes bctween the employers
of labor in the port of Quebec and tlîe laborers înay hie
brougbt and settled. Strikes, wlîether îlîey prove cither
successes or failures so far as the men are conceruicd, neces-
sarily entaiil great losses, not only 10 the participants, but
to the localities in which they are svaged; and Ibis pians o!
forming an independent tribunal, composed of members of
the Board o! Trade sud representatives of the labor unions,
should do much toward briuging about better conditions.

luilsiw
-A few days ago tbere was a generai strike of smelter

érmployees in British Columîbia, as a result of the defeat in the
local Legislature of the eight-hotir bîlh for cmployces iii that
industr-y. Tbey wauted three sbifts of eight bours each instead

of two shifts of twelve hours eacb, as at present, or in other

words, a straight increase in wages of 50 per cent. Seeiîîg that
thse prescrit state of thse iiîdustry is flot biglY profitable, it is
hardly t0 be wondered at that thse smelter owners conccruîed re-
fuised absolutely 10, accede 10 the mien 's demands, and anuouunced
that they wouid sooner le up tise wbole businîess. The strike
came to a speedy eud.
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