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THE SITUATION.

The prospect of an early peace in South Africa is lie-
9ived to be good. As to the conditions on which England
ill consent to its being made, Lord Salisbury made the
atement in Albert Hall, on Wednesday, Ilthat Great
,ritain had not receded one inch fromn ber position in
lgard to the rights she had claimed and the policy she
tended to carry through."

A week ago a deputation of persons interested in the
a[Ibication of newspapers presented a petition to the Gýov.
7nment asking that a reduction be made in the rate of
tsty paid on the paper they are in the habit of using-
pwspaper paper-fromn 25 to î5 pet cent. This action

aasequel to a prior movement by the satie parties;*
Lst year they charged that certain paper.makers had
2tered into, a combine to raise the price of paper, and
iey called upon the Government to set the anti-combine
Lw in motion, as a mneans of remedying the abuse. The
iquiry prayed for was made, with the resuit that a limited
:nibine was sbown ta have existed, which comprised a
ortion of the Canadian paper milis only, and a remedy was
pplied to the offence, the duty on one kind of paper was
ýduced from 25 to 15 per cent. Now, somte newspaper
roprietors who made the charge of monopoly cali for the
3duction of duty on ai other qualifies of paper used for
ewspapers to the sameextent. This is, in effect, a de.
land for mneting out to the innocent exactly the samne
ieasure that bas been handed out ta the guilty. On what
rinciple is titis confusion and supplicated condemnation of
-le innocent with the guilty madeP How can it be
istified? The petîtioners want ta get cheap paper, that
; thie whole story, and t.hey evidently do flot mnuch care
,hbom they strike, if they succeed in getting what
:jy want. - I this newspaper combination there are
arious shades of Protectionists, fromn the faiutest: bue to
le rnast ramnpant ; but they -ail patriotically agree ta a
ttle exceptional free trade in their own favor.

ln one partîcular, Mr. Mulock's Postal Bihl bas an
nterest for the general' public, outside of the ent-
dIoyees, with whom 'it chiefly deals. Hitherto, if a
,riiate citizen suffered loss through theft by sub)or-
inate officiais ;n the departinent, he hlad no recattrse

against the Governmient,. AtL the samne title, there was
a fund out of which the Crow%%n couild obtain riavnlent,
in case it suffered fromi theîf1s 1by its, own sb>dnt
officers. The discriinaiittin was, entirely inequitable;
and nothiug but the ifeucyof losses fr-om this
cause by private persons provcrnteil the accumulation
of comrplaints \which would long ago have compelled a
more equitable mode of dealîng with the pulilc. But
in the absencer of> any niotable pressure froin the public,
the Postmaster-;eiieral haIs reco(gnized( the 11neSsity
for reform, andi the presenit bll mnakes 11able for losses
to individuals the saine fund on whichi the Ga(verla-
ment relies for paylnent to itself of lopsses occasion ?d
by the theft of its officers. This is a tIiely and very
ieýcessary recgnitioni of a wrong for which there bas

hitherto becen no remiedy.

Ille gx-eat rise in the price of beef, ini the Uniited
States and Canada, has made the people o)f 1Enigland
look.to the possibility of a future shraeIn this esn
tial article. The question lias beeni be(fore- Parliainit,
and the Hon. WV. H. Hianbury, president of the B3oard
of Trade, said Argentine catie miight beç admiittrd on
the saine terns as those of the Uniteti States, which
for sane tune past hias not b)een possible. Frolil
another rernark, whi'ch lie let drop, it Ilay safrly lec
inferred that hie is in corsodnewith ilic Argen-
fine Gjoverziment on thesbjct At thec saine tIi, hie
said the Goverînment could flot reitiove the restrictions
on)i the admission of Canadiaii sto)re cattle, Thvc hltth-

>fulniess or tlie reverse of Canadian cattie bas long been
a subject of controversy beCtweNvc the Covternnwn.Tt (f
Canada and] that of G;reat Britain. ThatAgetn
beef wvihl long keep out of flie clutchus if thec \iiiricani
cattle combine, there is and can; 1e no) giuarateec. A-\t
presett for sanitary reasons -fear of foo.t and i ouith
disease--.Argenitinet( catil only go iinto Englanti in a
frozen state. Frozeni leef is preserved frotn puitrefac..
tion, but not front deeeayso that in tinie it
becomnes uiselessa for humaniii food<. Canadian and Atieri-
can cattie have now% to undecrgo oPbservation Ii l"ngland
ten days before thecy can be slaughitered, andi the p)res..
ent inicipient mnovemieut, ta admit Argentine cattle,
lookcs to admnittiuig thein on the saine conditions.
Argentine would then, as it was b)efore, l)e a competitor
with Canada for the supply of bcdf w (iartat 3rtî.'l'lie

Amnerican Mleat Trust is not tai go unchialenged, in its own
couniitry. Action bas bcu taken iu the Supremne Court
of Kansas against the trust byAI onyGeev Crew.
lThe dlefendanzits are Charles WV. \rtiotir and J. C.
DOdld.

The steamship meriger bias continuied to cause per-
turbation in thic mmnd o4 thie l3its pb ic; rinig the

wk.It appears dhit a foreigni demlail fo)r BrFitish
vessels bas long beenl qulietly goiigl> wIth the emî
shipowners Say, that thle tonnlage of sailing shlips,wih
lit f892 wasV .2,400,000) tonis, is nlow redlucet taiooo;
andi ile hast eleven years ,360 tons ()f l3nitis,-h
steanships hati been sold. These sales were considered
a goodl thing at flhe tintie, Great l3nritain 1-1-ng a biiilder
of shiips for sale, as well as for uise. But, watever
Britisht shipowners mnay say, the dimtion11-1 of salilinig
vessels is dule in part to, other causes thani a foreigu
demnant for thent; ta wit, the preference for and
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