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ROYAL MILITARY TOURNAMENT.

HERE is no more popular fea'ure of
the London season than the Royal
Military|Tournament, now in its seven-
teenth year, at the Agricultural Hall. It
was for the purpose of gathering some infor-
mation about this well-known function that
1 called upon Major Crabbe, of the Grena-
dier Guards, at his office in great Scotland
Yard.

“Do you keep up this office all the year
round ?” I asked, after we had exchanged
greetings.

¢ Obh, yes,” replied the stalwart major,
“for what with setthng up one year’s ac-
counts and preparing for another tourna-
ment, we are pretty fully occupied all the
year round, I can tell you.”

“ What was the origin of the tourna-
ment ?"”

“t was started by General Burnaby in
1880—o0f course, in a very small way, com-
parauvely speaking.”

* And what becomes of the profits?”

“ They are distributed among various mil-
itary charities selected by the Ccmmander-
in-Chief. Altogether, 1 should think that,
since the first year of the tournament, some-
thing like £35,000 has been given to these
charities.”

“The profits seem very large,” I remarked,
“hut [ suppose your expenses are propor-
tionately heavy?”

“They may be put down at £1,000 a
day,” replied Major Crabbe. ¢ Take this
year's tournament. There will be something
like 800 men and 400 horses engaged, and
most of these will be maintained at the Agri-
cultural Hall. All these men, remember, are
rationed at the expense of the tournament.”

“] suppose your ‘properties’ are also on
a pretty extensive scale?”

The major smiled. “All our ‘properties,’
he sud, *“are very real.  There will be 16
field guns, besides machine gans of all
kinds, gymnastic appliances, fencing gear,
and practically everything connected with
athletc exercise. A'though the men look
afier their own horses, our paid staff at the
Agricultural Hall will number about 150.”

‘“ I believe the Royal Military Tournament
is quite official ?”

“Ab:olutely. The Commander-in-Chief
is always president, and the chairman is
Major-Gen. Lord Methuen, C.b.,, C.M.G
commanding the lome district. Among
the members of 1the Executive Committee
may be mentioned Col. G. M. Fox, the very
well-known inspector of gymnasia, who
will act as commandant at the Agricu'tural
Hall.”

* Upon what principle are the men select-
ed who figure in the tournament ?”

“1 will try to explain that to you,” re-
plied the mijor, “ Every regiment,” he con-
tinued, *‘has its own little tournameant, and
periodically sends up picked men to the dis-
trict tournament. Well, then, we make our
selections from th: smartest men in these
district tournaments, and each of the latter
sends a contingent of seven men.”

“1 was wondering,” I said, presently,
* why you commence preparations so far in
advance.”

“Well, if we have colonial contingents,”
replied the major, “ preliminary negotiations
take a considerable time, as you may ima-
gine. Each year,” he went on, ¢ has some
special feature. The 1895 season was
marked by the historical display ot the 3rd
Hussars and the *Buffs’ who entered the
arena, first of all, in the very earliest uni-
forms ever worn by these fine old regiments ;
and they then traced their history down to
the present day by means of successive uni-
forms and accoutrements. The great feature
of the 1896 Military Tournament will be a
grand colonial pageant, termed ‘ The Soas
of the Empire.’”

“Who designs these new features ?”

‘“ I should explain,” replied Major Crabbe,
“that the moment preparations are started
for the next year’s tournament the Execu-
uve Committee meet in this office as often
as required, and the suggestions are freely
offered by the various members. These arc
then discussed, and 1f found practicable and
generally acceptable, they are put in train-
ing at once, and their management handed
over to the officer whe fills the post of
secretary.”

“ Now, about this big pageant?”

“Very well. It is the endeavor of the
Tournament Committee to give some litile
idea to the general public and to the world
at large of the enormous reserves which le
ready for action behind our iron walls—our
first line of defence, the navy ; and a'so be-
hind the comparatively small permanently-
armed force, which is commonly accepted as
the English army, and which guards count-
less millions of Brutish subjects in an Empire
covering nearly nine miliion square miles.”

The major was getting enthusiastic.

“Forthe purpose of distinction,” he cor-
tinued, ‘“the pageant is divided into six di-
visions, orarmies. The first division—the
English army—represents not only the 231,-
000 regular troops of our standing army and
reserves, but also the 152,000 militia and
yeomanry, and 262,000 vo'unteers, who are
ready to be cal'ed out a: any time in defence
of their country.

‘ My ume is precious, so | must describe
the kind of troops for you generally, instead
of dealing with every regiment separately.
There are thirteen regiments of hussars ;

but all these will be represented in the
pageant by four gallant soldiers of the 4th
(Queen’s Own) Hussars. The seven bat.
talions of the brigade of Guards are repre.
sented by four men of the Queen’s Company
of the 1st or Grenadier Guards, and so on
in the other branches of the cervice. The
Royal Irish Constabulary, a semi-military
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ONDON—-THE LANGHAM HOTEL, REGENT

St. and Portland Place, W., for the Army and Navy,

and families. ‘This hotel is one of the finest in England.
every modern improvement ; moderate tariff.

ONTREAL-THE ST. LAWRENCE HALL IS

centrally located and the most liberally managed

hotel in Canada.  Rates from $2.50 to $4.00 per day.
Henry Hogan, Proprietor.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AND WANTED.

Advertisements under this heading zc. per word each in-
sertion, payable strictly in advance,

OR SALE—RIFLE OFFICER'S UNIFORM COM-
plete, with case, $110; in good order. Address
Licut., care this office.

OR SALE.-MEDICAL OFFICER'S GOLD [LACED
Jelts, in good condition.  Cousist of cross belt, full

dress and review order pouches (2); waist belt and im-
perial medical staff buckle; two sets of sliugs, one quite
new and the other soiled by horse.  Address X.Y.Z.,
Muitrrary Gazerre Office, (1f.)

OR SALE—INFANTRY OFFICER'SGOLD LACE

Sword Belts, Sash and Sword Knot. Allas good as
new, having been oaly once used. h.n«_loxcd in air-tight
tin box.  Price, $20 cash.  This is a penuine bargain.
Address lnﬁuu;. P. O. Box 1269, Winnipeg.

OR SALE—INFANTRY OFFICER'S SWORD,

silver plated scabbard.  Will be sent on receipt of$lo

Address Lieutenant, care Mintrary GazetTte, Montreal,
tf,

OR SALE--ARTILLERY CAPTAIN'S SLEEVES ;

never worn 3 owner is heing  promoted 10 rank of
major.  Address Arntillery Captain, MILITARY GAZETTE,
Montreal, (13)

OR SALE -« REAL BEARSKIN BUSBY AND

Plume ; as good as new 5 suitable for Guards, Grena-
dier or Fusilier officer 5 in tin case 5 size, 674 will sell at
a bargain ; cost $60. G.D.D., Minrraky Gazerie,
Montreal,

OR SALE - INFANTRY OFFICER'S WHITE

hetmet and tin case o unusually neat shape @ size 67,
G.D D Muarary Gazeerg, Montreal,

BEAVER LINE STEAMERS

SUMMER SERVICE
Direct Sailings Between
MONTREAL AND LIVERPOOL.

Frowm
faverpool,

From

Steamer. Montreal.

Sat, June 13,000 Lake Superior. Waed,, July 1
sSun., 2 ... Lake Winnipeg. . 8
Sat., 2 ...Lake Ontario. ., Lo I E
o July 4L, Lake Huron............ roon
' O 18.. L. hake Superior...oooool Y Aug 0
“ R T Take Winnipeg......... “ 2

CoAmg. bl Lake Ontario.. o ..oo.. . . 1

And weekly thereafter.
NRATES OF PASSAGE.

FIRST CABIN 240, 245, £50 and 860. Ronnd Trip, 380,
280, =00 and <110, ace m«lmg to steamer and accommodation,

SECOND CARIN -To Liverpool, R30; return, 263,  Gilis:
gow, S32.500 return, $68.  Bristol or Canlditf, %33; return, s69.
London, 833 return, 66,

STEERAQE To Liverpool, London, Glasgow, Belfast, at
Jowest rates,

NOTE- Steerage passengers by the Beaver Line are pro-
vided with the use of bedding, and cating and drinking
utensils, free of elurge,

Freight carried at Jowest rates anid to all important points,
both in Canada ard Great Britain, on through bills lading.
special facilities provided for the carringe of butter, cheese
and perishable freight,

For further particulars as to freight or pussage apply to

D. &C. MacIVER, D.W.CAMPBELL.

Tower Buildings, Manager, 18 Hospital 8¢,
Liverpool. Montreal,

Kindly ask Your
Grocer for

GURD’S

singer Ale, Soda Water, Nectar.
Bronze Medals.

Superior to all others.
14 Diplomas Awarded.

2 Gold, 2 Silver, 4
Charles Gurd & Co., Montreal



