
DOMINION MEIICk ON'I*FILY

Publishers' Departmnent
SCOPOLAMINE NOT HYoSCINE !-A Caution.-In the Archiv

[uer Gyiiuekologie Steffen gives samne interesting details as ta the

use of scopolamine-mrnophifle by Leopold. The latter has ern-

ployed this rnethod in three hundred labor cases. Ris verdict is

that the method does not accornplish the desired resuits, it can-

flot ble regarded as harnîless for niother and child, and in private

practice the by-effects liable ta develop nîay tender medical aid

requisite at any moment. When mren corne ta conclusions sa

opposite as those of Leapald and those reparted by .Gauss, we, ta

whomn each observer is equally trustwarthy and frtee frorn bias,

can only attribute, the diversity ta a difference in technic. That

this is sa may lie seen by Gauss' examinatian of Hocheisen's

method. Gauss secured a specimen of the solutions ernplayed

by Hocheisen and tried thern in ten cases, the resuits being far

worse than thase reported by Hocheisen. Every objection raised

by Leopold lias been examined and disptoved by Gauss in his

mucli larger expetience. Weakness of the labor pains did not

occur, to any material extent, more f tequently or mate markedly

than in cases where this anesthetic was not used, nor were ver-

sion and forceps requited with greatet f requency. The vomit-

ing could only have been accidentai, since it did nat occur in

Gauss' cases, excepting when it had commenced bef are the anes-

thetic was given. Sa also as ta the perils ta the child; Gauss

showed that the mottalities of bath mother and child were much

less than they had been bef are this anesthetic was employed.

The extract, as presented in The Journal of the Aimerican

Medical Association, gives palpable evidence of anxiety ta make

ont a case against this anesthetic methad. Even Gauss is made

ta tank as an objectot ta the method, by quating eight trouble-

saine cases which occutred, ont of his one thausand; just as if

sucli things neyer happened unless scopolamine was ernployed.

To any one who wants the whole ttuth, and not a garbled ex

parte statement, we refer ta. Gauss' statistics as given by Hait,

in the May nurnber of The American Journal of Clinical Medi-

cine. But even were the account given a fait one, the teadet will

note that it nevettheless relates ta the use of scopolamine, which,

as commercially presented, is not the same thing as the hyoscine

used in America. It is mnuci as if men should insist that, because

Gernans injure thernselves drinking too rnuch beer, we in Amner-

ica should abstain froni coffee.


