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also an enormous fecal impaction, and its discovery xvas preceded
by several nmontîls' suiffering from pttlritus of the most obstinate
variety. The itchig was feit Up lu the rectum beyoncl the
initerniai sphincter.

It occurred to nie tliat the cause of the pruritus wvas not any
local con(litjoni of the anal tissues, nor that famous refuge of
ignorance, a n letrosis,'' but wvas perlials an irritating discharge
froin the retaie( anti necessarilv (Iecompoxsing feca I mass. In-
stead of appIl'ing local reniedies' 1 administered a few granules
of laxatives eachi evenîng, and a nmoderate dlose of effervescent
nmagniesium sulpliate in the nior-ninig. The prurituis at onice sul)-
sided. Since then thie patient lias beeni iîstructed to lonk tipon
the itching as an evidenice of retentiolî of feces, inisumfciency of
the daily 'evacniau Ols.

Like so iiy cases in \Vhich pain is present, the stuffering of
prinritus is 0ne of lnattre's metlîods of aligattenitioln to a diffi-
ctulty that needs attenition. lnsteadf of seekiig to suiothier the
evidences of sonietlîîng wrong, \ve mnay xvith ativantage inves-
tigate the causes of the phenomnenon.

Whether mîaliv cases of allai pruirituis can thus lie explained
1 do not know. IP(ssibly many; it is a mnatter for observation
by the profession at large. But if. these cases are confirmed by
others w-e ma '\ find i prurittus a valuiahle aid iii diagn-losn-ig fecal
retenitioni before nmore serions svmptomis arise.
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Thle most irreconcilable enemies that one, that is, you and I
have, are, too frequently those of our owvn household, andi as
proof of this statement 1 have before mie two miedical journals
and one almanac. Bothi journials have their homes in the United
States; neither one is purely ethical, for the word ethical is
found to lie applicable as an adjective to two, only two United
States ruedical journals, one of \vhich is published in California
and the, other in Pernsylvania. In neither of these journals
can youi find any notice or endorsemnent or reference to a quack
or proprietary conîpounld. Think of it, brotlîer,-only t\\o
ethical, of the three liuncirecl medical journials iu the Unitedi


