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S EV. MR, MACLACHLAN’S LECTURES
e 1E AT FALKIRK.

{ From the Glasgow Frcc Press.)
a You shall be lhated b{\I:lll mgfrzx for my otme’s sake.?’<~

Spon after the Ascension of our Lord, as his dis-
siples began to multipl).w and to spread over lh_e w_or.ld,
(hey found, by experience, how truly their divine
Master had spoken when he promised them crosses,
grials, and persecutions—iwhen e forewarned them
hat they would be an everlasting object of hatred
1o the world: ¢ You shall <be hated by all meu for
my pame’s sake.”  The sanguinary war of.tlns world
aoainst the Chureh began by the scourging of the
n;osl!cs in Jerusalem, and contiued, dlmost without
interruplion, for nearl)." three hun.dred years. Every
weapon was used against the c}uldresn of ng——‘ﬁre,
the sword, the rack,and calumny. From this fright-
fil trial the Church eame out victorious; her enemies
asere weary of inflicting cruel tormgnj:S'erb she be-
wrayed any sign of weakness or unwillingness (o suf-
4er; while her numerous apologists, some c_ol' the most
Jearned and able writers of the day, triumphantly
sefited {he slanderous accusations with which she,
oy assailed.  Not was the glorious privilege of
slfering for the Saviour’s name limited to the
Christinns of the early ages. It has been mercifully
vouchsafed to those of*every succeeding century, from
the first down to the nineteenth., Yes, indeed, the
words of the Son of ‘Godl, promising sufferings to his
 followers, were addressed to us no less than to his
nore immediate disciples ; and the words of St. Paul,
which I quoted not long ago, are true in every age,
tflat all who seek to live piously in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution.” Like the first Christians,
therefore, we hiave much to endure; like them we
Yave to defend ourholy doctrines, and, as it were,
to apologise to the world for .diolding them. Tver
altacked, we must ever defend ourselves; and I am
aow doing, alas ! but too feebly and too imperfectly,
what the Justins, the Certullians, the Origens, did so
eflectually in the carly ages—I am continuing their
work, Lam apologising for the persecuted trith.
We are not, however, without corsolation in the
widst of our suflerings; we foel that, like our bre-
thren of ald, we are persecuted [or justice’s sake.
1tis not the worldly-minded, it ts-not the &hildren’of
{lia earth, but those who aspire 'to a place in*the
kingdom of God, that this world speaks ill of and
persccutes.  Such, I trust, we are; and that we
really are so we have this remarkable and irrefraga-
ble proof, that our persecutors urge ihe same charges
aganst us n0t0 as the ancient heathens preferred
ainst the first Christians.  The ‘Jaws made by a
bostile Government to coerce our Church, and to iin-
pede the progress of our religion, 'ate based'on the
very same grounds on which were based, in days long
fone by, those bloody edicts so often issued against
the cacly Chrristians, from the time of Nero to:that
o Diocletian. Now, I sey, that to -us this is a
woree of infinite consolatior, because it evidently
proves that our faith is the same as that which en-
faltesed the minds and supported the courage “of
fiose ‘millions of martyrs who died every kind of.
death rather than betray their Lord—rather than
Teoounce the name of Jesus Christ. If we differed
waught from them the world would treat us differ-
atly; but to the same true and unvarying faith of
esus Clirist are reserved at all times the same en-
uity‘on the part of the world, the same persecution
9 the part of. the worldly men.
L was on this uniforin similarity in the world’s
treatment of fhe servants of God that I promised to
dlate this ‘evening. I promised to show you that
;!xe outery of the present day agaiast modern Catho-
%5 is but the edho of that old heathen clamor
ganst the Catholics of thie dlden times—T promised
:ﬂ temonsirate that the same charges are now urged
fé‘]l;l:t Us as_were so cruelly preferred against the
fpcrsncirtsi of .TIesus Christ in the times of heathen
I °l;- 1 now proceed to fulll my promise.
" Clwould= seem,’ says Dollinger, in his ¢ History of
ot Cllm:‘c b, translated by Dr, Cox, ¢it would seem
T ﬁ\alstlamty was viewed by the heathens as no
*ickednel: a compoqnd .of foolishness, absurdlty, _nnd
s s, and that t_heu" Judgment of the Christians
o mrs- A Clwistian is a mar capable and guilty
o loy trune, an enemy to the gods, to the Empe-
e ofmé){a'm"and to all nature.” = The mere
i who | l!‘ls_tm’n was sulficient to draw hatred on
1o one aotle{l't. Nor were the C,bri_stians odious
tested K ra\lo- ;lil_le .commupxﬁj' only ; ,t}:gy were de-
ﬂﬁimatedynu s or ltfl:len, indeed, a spirit of hatred
Dight be £l edfxes :)_ -~ men, and 'ho_w d\f_ferent soever
20d the magpes ;ai_;‘on, the rank, the employment,
euire, in 1 _.3 life of the -various subjects of the
'"ﬂnmsity t(]:l-l detestatxon‘of the Gospel and in their
were egua) var §'th:=- followers of Jesus Chuist, all
Qe and alike’—(Vol. 1, p. 63.) . . .-
g r e feelings of the Roman world with
010 1e religion of Jesus Christ, nearly three

centuries after the death of its divine author. It was
hated and detested. All, save those who had already
embraced it bore it 2 mortal grudge—spoke il of 'it,
slandered it, persecuted those who adhered to it.
Now, let me ask, is not the Catholic religion in these
countrics placedin circumsiances greatly resembling
those in which Christianity found itsell, both smong
Jews and Geatiles, from the days -of our blessed
Lord to these of the first Christian Emperor, Con-
stantine? Do not the whole British people unite in
the most cordial detestation of Catholicism, nick-
named by them ¢ Popery * You know they do. You
lnow what took place last year when tie spiritual
government of the Catholic body‘in England was
altered and modified ‘on the ancient Catholic type.
You- know how the whole nation arase like ore man,
lo repel the alicged aggression by Cardinal Wise-
man, and the ‘new Bishops. . Public meetings were
called, furious speeclies were delivered, fiery sermons
were preached, long prayers were poured forth ; in-
deed, cvery possible means were used by the pulpit
and the press to stir up the people against the little
band of -ecclesiastics whose advent to our shores was
consitiered as fraught with so much danger. * Lo sce
what was then done, to hear what was then said, to
read whet was then written against the Pope,‘the Car-
dinal, the Bishaps, and Maynooth,and the Propaganda,
and, in short, the whale Catlolic bedy, one would
hove thought thet the British empire was in the most
imminent danger. Some fifty years ago our fathers
were less alarmed at ‘the-threatened invasion so long
meditated by Bonaparte. And the Senate madedaw
against this same aggression; and took asmuch pains
to guard against Cardinal Wiseman’s red stockings
as they would against a fleet of French steamers, and
a whole army of French soldiers, with the tri-colored
flag ; {or these manifestations, Lhese precautions, these
penul laws, were the results of hatred mere thaa.of
alarm. Lord John Russell, whe first sounded the
toesin in the cars of the Bishop of Duvham, told the
world distinctly that he-did not fear Roine, but that
e had a most cordial hatred towards her. So it
was with the nation at large. They krew they had.
nothing to be afraid of, save, perbaps, of seeirg and
hearing the truth ; but at the approach of the Car-
dinal and a regular Ierarchy their old enmity burst
out anew ; and this was the real cause-of that fright-
fol agitation—and, T must szy, of that persccution—
of last year, the fatal effccts of which the unoffending
Catholics'of these kingdoms will continue to feel for
years to come. This, thes, is the first feature of our

‘resemblance with the early Christians—we are hated

as they were, by all classes of the community. Lo
proceed with some order in cur remarks on this sub-

| ject, e may observe

1. That, like the early Christians, we are hated
by the mass df the peopie. The great majority of
the heathen population considered the Christians as a
body of miserable beings, who not only were loaded
with the indignation of the gods, whom they des-
pised, but who were also the cause of the vengeance
of the offended powers of heaven upon the lands
where these impious men resided. To them, there-
fore, were attributed all the calamities with which

tlie provinces of the empire were at that period so

heavily afilicted. Was there an inundation or an
earthquake—did famine or plague cause men to trem-
ble—then burst forth the fury of the populace against
the cnemies of the gods, and many a Christian fell a
victim to their rage. The crowded seats of the am-
phitheatre rung with a thousand-tongued voice, ¢ To
the lions! Away with them to the lions!” . . .
And often, without even the forms of justice, the
Christians were delivered to immediate death te ap-
pease the blood-thirst of a populace.’—(Ib., p. 67.)

Does not this recall to our recollection the anti-
Catholic meetings so nunterous and so frequent in all
our large towns—meetings at which the most fright-
ful denunciations arc uitered against the Pope and
Popery, and all connected with the ancient creed of
Cliristendom 7 - In these popular gatherings we are
accused of every possible erime, folly, and extrava-
gance ; and all the ills that befall society are laid to
our charge.  Foreign wars and domestic strife ; fa-
mine, fever and pestilence; the inclemeney of the
seasons, and fluctuations of trade and commeree, are
accounted for, by saying that Popery is encouraged
in England ; that so to encourage it is a national sin;
and that national iniquity is punished by these and
similar scourges, indicative of divine wrathand venge-
ance. 'I'o give one instance of this, Imay mention what
almost every one bere is aware of—a few years ago
an colarged grant was voted by parliament for the
Catholic College at, Maynooth. This was followed
by the potato disease; and many a wise man, and
many a revelation-reading woman, saw, in this de-
struction of our favorite esculent, the potato, a curse

1inflicted on the country in punishment for the May-

nooth grant ! .

Is there not, in all “this, something . very like what

British Protestants do not shout, as the Roman Pa-
gans did, *'To the lions with these men !’ because
‘now-a-days, it is not the custom to throw men fo
wild beests; but they hecome furious aswild beasts
-themselves, and they cry out, ¢IZnact penal laws
-against these Papists j we dislike them ; we distrust
them ; they are the enemies of our pure reformed
-creed, and to tolerate them is a national sin.  Strip
them, therefore, of every privilege ; and as for their
educaticnnl institutions, let them not receive one
penny of the public money. To endow them is to
endow ignorance, eyror, superstition and idolatry.’

2. Qur rulers and chief magistrates, no less than
the vulgar, hate us, and "‘embrace every opportunity
of displaying this hatred. Tn this they only copy
from the Pagan model.  The Pagan Imperors and
niagistrates were hostile'to Cliristianity because it
was opposed to the religion of the State.  The
State teaned for its chiel support on religion ; ruin
it and the State would fall along with it. ~ The his-
torian tells us that ¢ the introduction and teleration of
foreign religions had afready been considered an evil
by those statesmen who followed the strict notions of
their Roman fathers; how mueh greater an evil
would be the introduction of Cluistiamty, which
weuld net consert to stand at the side of other reli-
gions, but aimed to destroy them all, and to triwmph
1n their destruction ! It required only a slight know-
ledge -of Clristianity to pereeive that, sooner or
later,'it wonld create an entire revolution in the mo-
ral relations of the nations, as well as of the indivi-
duals, who embraced it ; and that, consequently, the
institutions, the laws, the manners, which had hitherto
given to sociely its character and form in the Roman
empire, would fall beneath the victorious spirit of the

Gospel.—(1b., p. 68.)

On grounds similar o those on which the heathen
statesmen of ancient Rome opposed and persecuted
the Christians, the English statesmen of the present
day-take their stand against Catholicism. They tell
us often that the progress of Popery is a reel evil,
beeause it angurs no good to what they call our Pro-
testant constitution. This, they allege, is a Protest-
ant country ; our Quecen is Protestant, our parliament
is Protestant, our constitution is Protestant, our laws
are enacted and enforced in the spirit of Protestant-
ism, our courts of justice, our colleges and universities,
all our civil and municipal institutions, are Protestant;
in short, the prosperity of this country, its supremacy
in commerce, its social happiness, its progress in the
arts and sciences, all is due to, connected with, de-
pendant on, its Protestantism. If its Protestantisin
can be preserved, Ingland will go on and prosper—
if its Protestantism yields to Popery, ILngland’s
prosperity is gone. To speak in the language of
Gavazzi, England, with the fall of her Irotestantism,
will be precipitated from the ¢top to the bottom of
the wheel.” Now, they argue thus: ¢ Catholicism is
hostile to DProtestantism, they camnot live together,
nor like two kindred families grow up and thrive
together. Tt is in the very nature of Catholicism to
encroach upon, to absorb, to engulph, uiterly Lo de-
stroy every rival creed.  In sclf-defence, thercfore,
we must oppose it, keep it at a distonce, disarm it,
mutilate, and maim it, and, if’ need be, sweep it {rom
off the face of the carth.’ So reasoned the old
heathen statesmen of Rome ; they, log, enacted laws
and published edicts against the new creed, which
experience soon taught them ¢ would not consent to
stand by the side of other religions;® or rather, to
speak more aceurately, other creeds had not strength
enough to stand by the side of it. Paganism could
not long survive the promulgation of the Gospel ;
darkness is dispelled at the rising of the sun, and to
the gloom of night, succeeds the brilliancy of day.
As worldly wise men, therefore, as good and sincere
Pagans, the Roman magistrates acted wisely in seek-
ing to oppose and repel the advances of Christianity.
"T'heir false religion was no match for the cternal
truth and the religion of the Son of God; as the
latter advances, the former must naturally and neces-
sarily recede, give way, altogether disappear, in the
course of time.  Resistance against the new creed
was, therefore, to be expected. And when we see
Protestant statesmen draw up their forces, to oppose
the progress of Catholicism, do they not admit, in the
very words of the heathens, that their cherished sys-
tem is in great danger for coming into contact with
therival creed?  Why did Tord John Russell, and
lis government, and his parliament, raise the alarm
as Cardinal Wiseman and.the new batch of Bishops
approached our shores? "Was it not that they trem-
bled for the fate of the Established Church? And
yet there was nothing, in a worldly point of view, so
very formidable in the appearance of the persons of
these Prelates. They did not seek to sit on the

cient or existing titles—they asked no grant of public

.money~=they claimed none of those funds, forcibly

the heatliens said of the early ‘Cliistians? Itis true, |

Protestant episcopal benches—they usurped no an=

taken from their ancestors— they did not come sup-
parted by forcign bayonets—nor were they even st
much as suspeeted of having couspired against the
State.  'They asked only leave to live in Faglaud,
their native country—to move atbout and minister v
the wants of their own people—to reside where they
thought they might be.most useful.  But no; this
- was too much, It was toonuch for them to presunts:
[ to show themsclves as Cutholic Bishops, in & country
twhere there were Protestant Bishops 5 people might
perhaps mistake the one for the other ; or they might
compare their respeetive mode of living or acting,
and the result of the comparison might not be favor-
able to the Protestant prelates; thien, again, the
Catholic Bishops would, of course, preach the old
Catholic doctrines, once so dear to Xnglishmen, and
these doctrines might, as of old, atiract attention,
and gain power, and spread among the people, and
ultimately prevail; agd so Protesiantism woull de-
clive as Catholicism would advance, until the oue
became extinet, and the other had obtained a coni-
plete trivmph.  This is what our Protestant rilevs
were afraid of 5 similar fears formerly disturbed, as
we lave seen, the bosoms of the heathen rulers in
Imperial Tlome ; and they sought to quict, fo remove
those fears, by indulging in cruel pe-seeutionz in this
they have been faithfully imitated by our stalesmen
in England.  They knew, these wily men, that Pro-
testantism now, as Paganism of ald, was in danger of
being cclipsed, when placed side by side with Catho-
lieism.,

3. In uncicnt times, next fo the nagistrates aud
men in power, the Church might reckon mnong ler
persecutors the body of lawyers, ¢ The powerfil
body of the jurisconsults ulso threw the weight of
their influence into the scale against the Chrislians.
They, to whom the guardianship and maint¢nance of
the faws, and the care of the «divine and huwan
things” were intrusted, saw in the old religionan
clement necessary to the integrity of the State,
which was to be preserved at any cost, and if necd
should be, by the infiction of the severest punish-
ments.  To this infliction of punistment they often
excited the cmperors and their governors ; and that
every pro-consul and civil authority might know what
chastisements were provided by the Taws for tlioge
who despised the gods, a learned lawyer, Domitiny
Ulpianas, in the third century, collected all the de-
crees of the emperors on this subject.’—(Th., p. 60.)
The learning and ingenuity of the Roman lawyers
were thus taxed, in order to scek out and drag into
light old and forgotten edicts which might be enforeed
against the Chyistians ; the lately coacted laws were
not cruel enough for the punishment of such men, aad,
therefore, the enactments of more barbarous and less
humane times were in great vefquest. So, on the
appearance ‘of Cardinal Wiseman, on the nomination
of the new bishops, Lord J. Russell ordered the
Crown lawyers of England to examine the statute-
book, and to see whether aught could be found there
to chastise the alleged preswinption of Rome. Mcan~
while, pending these researches, the gentlemen of the
English bar addressed the Crown; they protested
againsl the insolence of the Pope, they vowed venge-
ance against the lhierarchy, and expressed the most
devoted attachment to the throne and rcligion of
LEngland. At the same time, one of the julges of
the land, heated with wine and full of zeal, declared’
himself ready to trample on the red hat of the Car-
dinal ; and another member of the bench, alluding to
the alleged crimes of the Pope against Englind,
assured his Holiness, tauntingly, that should he ever
stand as a criminal at the English bar, ample justice
would be meted out to hin.—On cxamination, it was
found that, in reality, no law of England bad been
violated ; the conduct of Rome was beyend animad-
version ; but still the lawyers of Xngland, like -those
of ancient Rome, sceing in the old religion an element®
necessary to the integrity of the State, which was fo
be preserved at any cost, devised new laws to meet
the exigencies of the time. To this we owe the
penal bill of last year, which, although it cannat be
enforeed, is but too well calculated to gail and mortify,
unoffending Catholics. Tn fact, it is no seurce of
comfort o the established religion, save in as far as
it is a slur on the rival creed. The edicts of the
emperors, cruel as they were; and often excited to the
letter, could not save Paganism; so this bill cannot
ultimately save the Church of England. A remark-
able fact common to both the old pagan and the
modern English legislatures is, that they enact laws
in support of their respective religions, not on the
ground that these forms of worship are agreeable to
God, but because tlicy lielp to prop up the State. It
is altégether a matter of human policy ; and we, like
our Christian ancestors, are persecuted, not precisely
because we profess a false religion, or because we are
guilty of ahy crime, but because our creed is deemed.
bostile to the State, "It has more to recommend it
to the atteiition.and affection of the community than




