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WTHICH WAS THE TRAITOR?

A STORY o¥ '98."

(From the Dublin Weekly Freeman)

CHAPTER XXI.—A COUP DE GUERRE.

Throughout the night he spent in the stage-
house, Squire Harden was Dot only unquiet
himself, but was the cause of unrest to others,
Often the soldiers were roused from the half
slumbers into which weariness led them, but
which tho anxiety left after the reccat scare
prevented becoming a souad slecp, by the cja-
culations and movements of the old captain of
yeomaary, a8 he started from his chair to stride
up aud dowa the earthen floor, muttering curses
snd vows of vengeance. )

Ho eursed his own precipitancy and impa-
tionoe, which refused to listen to the stage-
house keeper, when that individmal was only
too cager to give him tho very intelligenco he
required, and which would have insured the
captare of his runaway daughter and her ab-
ductor; and he swore never to return to his
home till either or both should have fallen into
his hands. :

The Squirc’s temper was destined to be
wrely tried. He watched the hours as they
brightened into day, and vented his wrath in
the strongest terms of his vehement vocabulary
upon the tardy soldiers who lay snoring round
indifferent to the trouble which was tearing
at his heart. Unable to coutrol himself, he
waked Craddock and urged him to march at
onge, -

Oraddock, willing to indulge him now rese
from bis uncomfortable conch, and ordered the
reviells to be sounded. Soon the detachment
were in marching order, and making a_hasty
proparatory meal from the provision in the
ration-bags,

“This is all T can do, Mr. Harder,” szaid
Craddock. * The person who has disgraced the
command of this party has informed me that
his orders were to wait here for the arrival of
3 o0-operating force, which I expect to come
up In an hour or two.” '

Squire Harden took from his pocket-book
Raymond’s last letter to his daughter, and
handed it to the Major, who read it twice, onoe
for information, and once from the sympathetio
;uriosity men feel in such cut-pourings of the

eart,

“I think you are right, Mr. Harden,” he
observed, as he returned the dooument, ¢« This
stems to contain a certain olue, This Father
O'Hanlon’s house to which Raymond has, in
all probability, conveyed Miss Harden must bein.
the neighbourhood of the position,we are about
to altack, and, if so, you will have, I fear, to
await the issue of the fight before you can hope
to seek your. daughter there.”

This opinion was not caleulated to soothe the
tquire, ¢ And in the meanwhile,” he retorted.

. ‘*this villain, if he carry her there at all, may
temove her further ont of redch, - By heaven, it
18 8 most extraordinary thing that the company

. Ofhelf o hundred men, with arms in thejr

- bands and soldiers’ trappings on their backs,

Won't keep a man an inch :nearer  to  this one’

scoundrel and a single weak "girl | Djok Ray-

mond," he continued,, turning angrily oo that’

Parsonage, who approached, ¢if:you  were not
the cowardliest eur alive -this day; I.should be
under my own roof now-—and that. brother of.
Jours, bad as'he'is, & bétter, man - then you—=
 Would be kioking “his . hieels in a ' dungees, ‘in-

stead of triumphing at the dishonour he has
brought on me.”

But Squire Harden's passion could not alter
the arrangements of military discipline, and he
was compelled to restrain himself till the skirl
of fifes and the beating of drums announced the
coming of the expected reinforcements, and to
a merry marching air the head of a strong
body of military appeared stepping briskly into
sight. Before them rode an elderly officer of
a stern and haughty expression. He returned
Craddock’s salute coldly, and when that efficer
had narrated to him the events of the night,
and the circumstances under which he had
temporarily deprived the Welsh ensign of his
sword, he said, harshly—

¢« Major Craddock, the gentleman whom you
tock the liberty to treat in so arbitrary a 'man-
ner without possessing any direct authkority
over him happens to be my son.”

¢ Colonel Fordyee,” replied Craddock, ¢ I
aeted on my own responsibility, but under ecir-
cumstances whick I am econvinced rendered the
severe measures I adopted indispensable. 1
regret your relationship to Ensign Fordyee,
but I oannot regret having done my duty."

It seems to me that you have in some
points yet to learn what is your duty,” was the
arrogant retort. ¢ Let Epsign Fordyce be in-
stantly released from arrest, and replaced in
his command.”

Colonel Fordyce having the command of the
assernbled force, his dictate was, ef course,
above question, This uapleasant episode pro-
duced an estrangement between the two offi-
cers, and the Colonel, giving the word to mareh,
reserved his place at the head of the column,
Craddock, us a volunteer unattached, following
in the rere with Mr. Harden and Rickard
Raymond.

Colonel Fordyce had received explicit in-
structions from his geperal. The force he
commanded was to form the left attack upon
the insurgent position, which by a circuis
might be flanked on that side. This detour
could, however, only be effected in oase the
royalists were able to 1mprove their advance,
and by confining the rebels to the eminence,
leave the ground open for the evolution, which,
when accomplished, was to be converted into
an attack upon the rear of the encampment
thus turned. The troops with whom he was
to act had bivouacked some two or three miles
from Arda the night before, and only awaited
his co-operation to commence the attack. Col-
onel Fordyce therefore pushed on, resolved to
effeet a junotion in good time, and already in-
flated by the anticipations of “ honorable men-
tion” in despatohes from head-quarters.

The men, tao, all of one regiment, were in
high spirits, even the unheroic runaways of the
night before takiog new heart from the numbers
no less than the confidence of their comrades.
The order of march was in solid column, atte-
nuated in the centrs, which contained a single
field-piece. Front and rere of the main body
were covered each by a sergeant'’s guard.

This martial array stepped out gallantly to
the stirring sounds of military musie, casting a
oareless glance at the aged cripple who hob-
bled out of the line of their advance, and sur-
veyed with mingled timidity snd admiration
the horrent files whose fized bayonets and
burnished accoutrements glitiered in the sua.

The last seldier had searcely passed laughing
at she dismay of a creature too belpless-looking
to provoke suspicion when the pretended orip-

ple, throwing aside his orutehes and the grey |.

wig which counterfeited age, sprang over the
fence and bounded away unseen,

Further on’ there was & buxzom country girl
milking a eow on the bawn of the little farm-
house ready by. The soldiers winked and
kissed hands as they possed, and would have
liked to break some military jests with the
fresh-coloured ronion who to boldly returned
their salutations, and then, when they had
rounded the next turn, throwing off the garb
which concealed a stout and active youth,
dashed off in the direction the first impostor
had taken.

Tke coluimn now entered a woody and broken
country, threngh which the road wound in short
ourves, closed by thicket and ravine so close
and steep 88 to form a grateful shede from the
sweltering heat and glare. Tho stillness of
the bright, languid summer day- filled this re-
gion, and the only sign of life to be seen was

when the wild rabbit souttled among the orags, | p

or the startled thrush burst from her leafy
cover among the trees-which elad the gorgesto
-their tops. : .
Crndgook rode’ past the column, and nd-
.dressed Colonel Fordyce:
" ¢ Pardon me, colonel,” he cried. T know
T am not warranted either by my position here
or by my éxperience as compared with that of
an officer 80 distinguished as yourself; but it
itrikes me that a single guard in advance 18
‘not, sufficient in 80 jll-locking a spot a8 this.
i he same idea hud struck Colonel Fordyce,
;and he was abeus 'to give the negessary order

I

Shn Grdisek sidresed bim,  His nsiv

obstinacy and pride, no less than the soreness
he felt against the man who had put a deep in-
dignity upon his son, at once revolted.

“Thank you for your advice Major Crad-
dock,” he said with a hautenr increased by 2
feeling of hostility; “but I am commander
bere, and must be presumed to know my own
business.”

‘ Assuredly, sir. But you must, in that
case, know that some very serious surprises
have befallen his Majesty’s forces recently, and
considering that we are in the vicinity of the
rebels, and that no more favorable place could
be chosen for an ambush, I think it behoves
you to be on your guard.,”

“Major Craddock,” replied Fordyce with
disdain in his voice and manner, “again I
thank you for your advice, and if 1 were not a
soldier with thirty years' service in North
America and elsewhere, I should feel beholden
for it to you, or to one who kaew my duty
better than myself.”

%I cannot forbear from again cautioning
you. The war with the Colonies is marked by
one example which you oannot forget, and
which should teach you the danger of marching
in this loose fashion—excuse me—through an
enemy’s country.” .

“ Burgoyne was a fool, sir, and like many
others could theorise better than he could prac-
tise the art of war., I am not going to alter
my loose fushion, as you oall it, at your sug-
gestion.” And he looked straight ahead with
a gesture which showed that he had ended the
interview.

‘ As you will,”" cried Craddock, baoking his
horse to let the column again precede him;
¢ only be good enough to remember that I re-
commended you to double your advanced guards,
and to cover the march for some distance at
each side of the road.”

Fordyce, submitting hia better judgement to
offended pride, determined to forego the pre-
cautions he had resolved upon, lest Craddock
should think they were due to his recommenda-
tion, Besides, in an hour more he should be in
communication with the co-operating forees. But
he wag uneasy, and kept his gaze npon the
avant garde as it disappeared into a gloomy
pass, which seemed to swallow the little party
slowly into its sinister shadow. - -

The colonel, looking back as he gained the
jaws of this ravine, saw that a gorge of similar
aspect, when beheld from that direction, over-
bung the march of his soldiers, and secemed
toshutin their rear with its steep frowning curve.

“ Truly 2 murderous spot I'" he muttered.

A terrible sound smote him, a crash and
rattle as of loud thunder, followed by a peal
less loud, and at once he beheld the men of his
front guard rushing back towards him. Qne
of them staggered and fell.

The sounds wers those of musketry, exagger-
ated gigantically by the reverberating recks
and the hollow cavities of the glen,

“ The rebels! the rebels!” shouted the
fugitives, &8 they goined their supports. The
announcement was unnecessary, for every man
could by this satisfy himself. :

As if the gorge and thicket contained within
them some vast mechamism, Bo general and
simultaneous was the movement, they bristled
on all sides with pike and gun, and lhe fierce
looks of resolute and relentless enemies,

Fordyce wheeled his horse in front of the
column, Craddock facing him in therere. They
cried in the same breath. -
“Steady men; steady. Halt!
arms 1"

But the order was lost in the roar of the
tempest which had burst on the devoted troops.
Every crag spit fire; from higher pointsef van.
tage huge stones were hurled, and on each
flank, and upon front and rear, the pikemen
thickened, projecting their long weapons as
they collected shoulder to shoulder for the first
rush, The yell of these men Was more awful
tham even the infernal din made by the mus-
ketry, the crash and whiz of atone and ballet,
and the groaps and shricks of the wounded
whom the first onslaught had brought down,

Disoipline perished first uader the stunning
blow. Few among the soldiers could have
obeyed '8 command- even if he had heard it.
The flanking files and their supporting ranks
faced instinctively right and left. - Destructien
threntened equally from each side. They fired
a random apd ecattered volley, and then !;hg
ikemen wero upon them, Thess, leaping
the ditohes at each side, or rushing from the
ravines in front and rere, dashed upon the in-
fantry, who could only oppose to weapons four-
teen feet long the short “Brown Bess,”. with
its stumpy bayomet. The rebelssearched their
ranks with their. long lances, Whioh met
through ‘the broken aud disjointed formation,

Ground

Fordyco did his best to atone for his horrible

error. He suoceeded in rallying some of -his
men, who cleared an opening with one fortunate
volley, .and through the gap the routed soldiers
followed, _slaughter ~pursning’ them, " The
colone] saw, bis'son full, but his own life was on
& hair; and he fled on. A '

‘mitted both hix: and his brother -Richard to

One-third of the royal troops were destroyed
or taken prisoners, The rebels lost but few
méen,

Among the prisoners were Squire Harden,
Major Graddock, and Richard Raymond. The
old man had fought stoutly with no other wea-
pon than his londed whip, but he was knocked
off his horse, and an insurgent, shortening his
pike, was about to run it through his breast,
when 2 strong hand dnshed it aside, and
Chales Raymond confronted the squire.

One was not more confounded than the other
at this rencontre.

Richard Raymend had his chicek cut open,
but escaped with his life by throwing himself
upon the ground, and feigning insensibility.

The worst befell Major Caddock. He had
done all that a gallant gentleman could do, if
not to retrieve, at least to avert, the fortune of
the day when o stalwart insurgent faced him.
Craddock fired his pistol right into the mrn's
forehead, but the rebel, collecting his dying
strength, swung his pike, us he fell forward
dead, and struck Craddock with the iron ou
the head, sending him te the earth as senseless
a8 bis own lifeloss self.

The victors marched off with their prisosers
and millitary store, but their triumph wassome-
what lessened upon discovering that while per-
forming their successful exploit, the British
general, tired of waiting for the expected rein-
forcements, had resolved to attack the rebel
camp, and that Villemont, in the absence of
his best men, had abandoued it, retreating ia
good order towards Wexferd, followed by the
troops of whom, however, ho had gained a con-
siderable start. ‘

Charles Raymond and his force re-occupied
the deserted position, intending, after some re-
poso to set out on the track of their confede-
1ates,

CHAPTER XXII,—SQUIRE HARDEN IN PERIL.

The insurgents were more jubilant over the
capture of Squire Hurden than with the sue-
acss which had given him into their hands.
His notoricty had spread far and wide, a8 one
of the most virulent, if not the most actively
cruel among the gentry who exerted themselves
to ovush the popular uprising, The Squire
hed, it must be confessed, sanctioned, and in
some cuses directed, the infliction of certain
among the muny exceptionul forms of punish-
wment employed upon the patriots or those sus-
pected of sympathy with them, but he lhad
never allowed the extremo atrocitics perpetrated
under the authority of some of his colleagues.
As we have Baid, his nature, though violent and
revengeful, was oot deliberately cruel,

Unfortunately the barbarisms committed by
the yeomen he commaunded, as well as many
which were the work of strangers, were all ac-
credited to bim, and the fear and hatred in
which his name wag held were not greater than
the thirst for vengeance upon himself, The
feeling against Richard Raymond was little less
vehenent, for his guilt was held to be deep-
ened by the fuct of his religion, from which
the insurgents considered he had apostatised
when he embraced se esgerly the opposition to
tho national eause, For Craddock, he was a
soldier, and they regarded him simply as a
prize valuable either as a hostage or as u means
of retaliation in case any of their cuptured
leaders should be exccuted by the enemy. The
remuining prisoners they would have gladly
got rid of in any way short of sctting them at
liberty, for they possessed po depot in which
trophies of thig kind might be secured, while
their presence and the necessity of guarding
them impeded the movement of the rebol forees,

When it wus discovered that among the spoils
of war were the detested squire and his lieute-
nant, their universal joy found vent in repeated
and enthusiastio oheers, and.the insurgents
crowded around to look upon their persecutor,
Ever the stout squire might quail as he steeled
himsalf to return with seornfu), defiant glances
the fierce and threatening regurds bent upon
him. He could not help but feel that these
were no idle words which promised him an end
marked by tortures exceeding all he had ever
wrought upon others,

Bound firmly hand to hand, the Squire and
Riohard Raymond were marched in the midst
of a phalanx of pikemen, who made no scruple

‘whenever their prisoners hung back to urge

them on with blows and buffets, heaping upon
them all the time almost every form of execra-
tion and reprosoh that two languages could
supply.,  Oreddock, disabled by & -serious
wound, was conveyed on an extemporized
stretcher formed of two pikes laid paralle],
with a dozen boughs placed cross-wise on them.
By direstion of Charles Raymond the rude ]
ocontrivance ‘was rendered more tolerable by.a
thick layer of leaves, 2 luxury for which she
officer could only thank him by a look of
gratitude. Y
. ‘Our:hero having intervened. in the 'nick of
time to seve the 'squire from -death,-and com::
the keepisig of astrong gusrd under’ Ned Fe
’ ' Jharm

.+ nell,, with instructions . to- seo, tha

insult was offered to eithcr, hastened off to call
his followers together, and lead them off the
ficld of fisht. Ncd reud his orders by the
light of'his own sentiments towards the prisoners,
and so long a8 1o postive injury was offered to
either of them, continued to wink at the minor
annoyances they suliered. It would “ pull
down their nobles a bit,” he said, and teach
them to remewmber “ that every dog has his
day,” that “it may be the worm's turn to-
morrow,” with other appropriste quotations
trom his proverbial philosophy.,

Charles Ruymond was no less anxious to get
out of the squire’s necighbourhood - than the
gquire was willing that he should do so. The
truth i3 they were both embarrassed by a situa-
tion which had so strangely altered the re-
lﬂilions they had previously stood in to each
other,

The insurgents, as we have said, returncd to
find the camp émpty, and the men they had
left in charge of it, as well as the foe which
threatened them, both had disappeared. On
their arrival they were invaded by a friendly
army of the ncighbouring peasantry, assured
thut the * red sogors” had gone, who brought
with them food of various kinds, cooked and
prepared, and off this a dinner was made, the
prisonors being offered, and some of them
thankfully accepting their share of the re-

ast, :
Charles took possession of that spot which
Villemont had, dubbed by the pretentious titlo
of  Head Quarters,” as becurachis rank, with
his sccond in command, Duigenas, This latter
had been n student of medicine when the re-
bellion had broken out, and hzd ascertained
that Craddock’s wound, serious though it
looked, was not dangerous, the chicf ill-effect to
be apprelanded being eoncussion.

Charles had fully explained to his collcague
his position as regarded at least two of the pri-
soners, and they were discussing what course
would best become the circumstances, when the
colloquy was interrupted by a oheer from a
crowd congregated ut one part of the camp, as
we have been all along terming 1t, The cheer
anoounced the decision of a conference, and
the gathering now advarced tewards our hero
und his friend. Charles saw that they were
headed by the person who had officiated as
president of the “ Court of Cross-pike,” and
guessed at once the purport of their mission,

‘“General Raymond,” said tho spokesman,
galuting Charles, but addressing him with min.
gled respcet and indepcudence, “I make so
bold as to nsk you when are we to march from
this place?”

‘“ Au hour after dark,” replied Oharles.

“ Well, general, bofore we start, I and the
men with me’ have come to claim our right
from you.”

*Speak on, Sergeant Carmody.”

“ Four days ago we condemned to death a

oumber of men, swearing to execute our sen-

tence upon them ut the first opportunity, At

your request we adjourned our Court of Oross

Piko. Well, we have just held one; two of

the men then condemned are in our hands; we

have passed .sentence upon them, and we ask

your ganction for its enforcement.”

“ Who are the eriminals 7

" “ Look for yourself. (pen the way there,
oys."” .

At his bidding the throng bebind drew off on

two sides, leaving Squire Harden and Richard

Raymond, still manacled together, standing

alone, '

Charles rose and in a calm, steady voice

aried— '

“ I refuse my sanction to this act. And I

forbid the execution of the prisoners.”

This utterance was received with loud mur.

unurs and mutinous gestures by the majority of

the audience.

“ Mr, Raymond,” said Qarmody in tones as

resolute 2¢ his own, “you're our ¢ommander,

‘and we are ready and willing to obey you for

the good of our cause. But we want justice
on these two men, and with or without ygur
authority, justice we must and will have,”
This wes greeted with applauss, Charles
faced the tumultuous assembly sternly:
4 If I am your leader and chief, I will be g0
in all thin%s, and no man here shall dare gaiu-
say me. 1 command you, Garmody, to remove
the cords from the hands of these men, and . to
let them go free,” ' \ :
Amazement so seized upou his hearers that.
for a while they gazed incredulously upoen him,
But theré was no mistaking his detvrmination.
Honls of anger and defiance rose on every side.
‘Carmody, encouraged: by - this kind -of sup-
port, confronted: Charles. Quitting the form
of respeot he gaid— = =~ TR
% Raymond, yon “aided and "abetted “thése
amen before now ; you saved their lives when a
chance offered itself to us. "I tell you.you are
artraitor ! . oL pep e
ir 54 ¥ou: liel?: And with .a blow: Raymond
‘sent'the sturdy fellow tumbling-on/ the grass,
‘Ho thien boldly advatieed to the twio" frifbiiars
eir shaekles,' . 'But ‘Carmody Bid'by

R R )
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