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~usebjus tolls us that in hiis time El‘
{1\3;: was any doubt asio any mai;m
being a Christian the question mingt
cided by simply asking, “Do you observe
Supday?® and that determined the mat-
ter: for the reply was, “How can Ido
otherwise? for L am & Cliristian 7
Apply this test now, and ho‘f very
faw Uliristians would we find in our
(n every street corner on the
Tords day, we meet with multitudes of
men and boys, to whom that (!3:.: isa
day of idleness and often times of sinful
iéasurc . and worse than ”l:.lt,. the man-
I1;er in which this holy day is desecrated
by nen who stand high in each com-
punity, shows very elearly how far the
cupl(; of the present day have degener-
sied from the precepts ‘and examples of
wes past.
the\'?:bsxsniuinin then that no one is
worthy of the name of christian \_vhn (_loes
not observe Sunday. If the bible is to
be our guide, how can we nct‘othermsei
for are we not told therein, «Forsake no‘t,;
the assembling of yourselves together?
Mark you, there is nothing snlfl abeut
attending chiurch if ono feelsse disposed.
Tt is our duty to feel disposed, aud_lf we
voto church with the proper spirit, it
Will be our highest pleasure fo  be there.
And very properly too, for has the soul
1o needs as well as the hedy? must our
theughts bo wholly given to supplying
the wants of our peer, perishing bodies?
Shall the more important, beeause im-
mortal part of our being be wholly
neglocted ¥ why should met men he
dwarfed mentally, secially and spmh.ml-
1y, when they will not Destow any time
or attention upou the developement of
their higher nature? Did men f.ako o
more care to sustain their phyaieal life
than they do theirspiritual, they had been
dead long ago.  And after’ all, what aro
they but dead us to all that can make
their lifs truly desirable? The dumb
beasts of the earth fulfill their mission
when they cat and drink and sleep, and
in process of time, lie dewn and die, but
is (hat the proper end of man?  Multi-
tudoes live on as though it were ; they
will not acknowledge that Gop has any
claim upon their time ; it is wholly spent
in satisfying the needs of their lower
nature ; and when at last they are worn
out with the cares and pleasure and fol-
lies of life, they leo lie dgwn and die,
and all is ended. This idea is ertor-
tained by vory many, and they too will
realize it, or rather an end which is far
worse than that of the beast. Those
who despise Gop's commands can look
for nothing but the wrath of Gop in
this world as well as in the next.

There isa strong tendency on the  part
of some to make Sunday a holiday rather
than a holy day ; aday to he spent in
idleness and pleasure-secking. Be very
sure if thistendency is yielded to, the
conseguences will be most disnstrous.
Gop’s day is now as of ald, a sign; a sign
either that His people remember him, or
have forgotten him. If the former, He
will not fail to reward and bless those
who love snd serve Him; if the latter,
Hewill just as surely punish these who
forget and despise Him. It was for their
sins, especially that of Sabbath-breaking,
that the Jews were punished by famine,
and pestilence, and eaptivity ; aud no
doubt it is for our sims, especially the
desecration of the Lord’s Day, that the
peopls of many lands have, during the ten
or move years past, been afflicted with
storns, pestilence and destructive insects,
Read Lev, xxvi. 1, 35; Jool ii. 21, 24,

The Prophet Malachi tells his country-

men that the failure of the harvest was
caused by their neglect to provide for the
services of the Temple. The Lord saye:
“ Bring yeall the tithes into the store-
house, that there may he ment in mine
house, and prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will net open you
the windows of heaven, and pour you out
a blessing, that there shall net Ge room
enough to receive it.” Mal, iii. 10.

“ Hard times ;" yes the limes are Lard
and what is the curefor them? Let men
make the Kingdom of Heaven the first ab.
Ject of their Life,and the service of Gop’s
house of, at least, ns much importanca as
the neods of their awn house, then, and
not until then, ean we, or eught we, to
lool‘: for fruitful fislds and general pras-
perity. ard times will cease when men
cease to despise Gon's law, and no seoner.

How sweet and tender are the many
asseciations which cluster around the
{Iilzzse I:f Gon! Who would not love

1t place _where Gob ' condescends -to
meet us;'as it were, face to face I ‘Who

ihat has any regard for himself, his fajs
¥s or his fellows will let anything bat

midst.

the-moat urgent necessity keep himi from | Co;

the House of Prayer,

~ No one who seriously considers what
evils may result to himself, his-neighbors,
and his country, through a neglect to ob-
serve the Lord’s Day, ean be inditfereni
to the claims of that day upon the hearts
andr lives of his countrymen,

Men of influence teo often ferget this,
and it is & very sad évidence of a nation’s
degonerscy when so many of our public
men are utterly regardless of the *day
of days.” DBut to their credit be it said
that-come few do realize their accounta.
bility to Almighty Gonp, and try to servy
Him as He r’ecll‘tires. Ian 1859 when
Gen. Scott made a visit to Puget’s Sound,
It happened that the day of his arrival
wss Sunday.  As soon as his presence
was knewn, o cemmiltes waited upon
him, with a band of musie, requesting
him to join in the procession which had
gathered to honour him, and: spend the
day in speech-making and cnjoyment.
The geueral replied, thanking them for
their intended kindness, but assuring
them he could not go with! them ; “for
said he, “for forty years I have been a
church going man, and I consider it my
duty to day te go te church, Ihaveal
ways tried to henor the Sabbath.  Ifyou
pestpone this demonstration until to men-
row, I shall be happy to be with you, hut
to-duy Gob clnims my time and thoughts.”
I need searcely add that he wasa church.
man,

As patriots aud Christians we ought
all of us to do what lies in our power to
bring about a better observance of Sun
day. Ever bear in mind the three pur-
poses for which it was instituted ; the
rest of the body, the nurturs of the soul,
and espeeially the worship ef Gob.

Remember that Gop will net fuil to
reward for time and etornity, all whe
honer Him and His word, by attending
upon his holy temple, romember the
Lord's day is still asign either of your
leve of Gop or want of it, and Sunday
spent aright, shall be te you, a foretaste
of the Sablath rest in Heaven.

CRANMER.

Paper read before the St. Paul's Church
Axcociation of Charlottetown, P. E.
Island, by A. B. Warburton, I3. C.
L., Barrister-al-Luic,

(Concluded.)

There had long been a party in the
Roman Cathelic Chureh known as the
men of the “new learning,” of whom
Fisher was onc of the best, which advo-
cated reforms within its pale. Oppesed
to these men, were those who held by the
old Church as it was, or the men of the
“pld learning.” By the formor it had
been thought referms could be effected
witheut destroying the unity of the
Chureh, but the Council of Trent, te
which the {riends of a reformed Reman
Catholicism looked to unite Clristians
once more by reforming the nbuses of the
Church, confirmed those abuses. The
Emperor established the Inquisition in
Flanders, aud then in England all hope
of receuciliation passed away. The
friends of tho eld worship insensibly
drifted back, the advocates of Reform
bacame more and more Protestant till the
beginning of Edward VIth reign, Cran-
mer and others, becoming purely Protes-
tant, breke with the older systein. )

Therc are several acts in which Cran-
mer toek a prominemt part, for which,
from a 19th century stand-peint, no jus-
tification or excuse can be offered. Of
these were the execution of Lord Sey-
mour and the martyrdom, for it was
nothing less, of Joan Boucher. We had
soen the Primate of the English Church
take an honourable stand on behalf of his
friend Cremwell ; he strove hard to save
More and Fisher, two of the best Eng-
lishmen of their time; it is stated that
Mary herself owed her life to his inter-
cession ; he had suffered himself; he
had not feared te withstand Henry VIIIL
in matters upon which that monarch had
determined, and we had a right {0 expect
better things from him than that he
would become a persecutor. Yet so it
wag; and the burning of Joan Boucher
in 1550, left a blet on the fame of Cran-
mer that nothing but the fires of Oxford
could have taken away. Yef, while no
excuss can be offered for this atrecious
deed, if we regard it from our more en-
lightaned age, it is not juat te judge of it
from the telorant stand-peint of to-day.
In the 16th ¢entury, Reformer and Roman
Catholic aliko deemed parsecution right
and necassary. . Tolerance in religion. was
1goked upen as quite outof the questiof.
The very body of canons drawn up by the

Jominission prasided over by Cranmer,
and of which other divines, emipent for

opinion of the. tims.

Mary. Unlike the latter, ha rarely prac-
tised what he taughtand believed in this
respest.  Naturally a mild and humane
man, even the Canous are not suflicient,
in face of his ordinary consluct, to justify
ithe charge against him of Weing general-
Iy a persecutor. When De. Lingard
asserts that “ Cranmer and his associates
perished in the flames, they had prepared
to kindle for the destruction of their op-
ponents,” e mnkes a statcment which, in
view of the history of thu two preceding
centurics, he is unable to substantiante and
whiclt 1s net berne omnt by facts. Per-
sonally he was a telerant man, and al-
though on wmoro than one deplorabla
oceasion he allewed the sectarian spirit
aml teaching of the age {o overcome his
native humanity, still these wera the
exception, umot the vule. Moveover,
though more than once plotled against,
he never sought to punish those whose
offences wero merely personal. In faet,
the gencral moderation of the Englisit
Reformers stands out clearly, and to it
we owo our middle position botween thoe
lloman worship and that of mest Pro
testant,  donominations.  To Cranwer,
more probably than to his follow-workers,
is this moderate position (ue.

Time prevents my dwelling on the
ovanls of Edward VI's reign, theugh
certainly the best and most important
period of the Primate's careor. It is also
the best known. It is not, however, the
perivd best calewlated to give us a clear
insight into his. character. For that we
must look to the subsoquent reign of
Mary, during which he oxhilited more
strongly even than af-any provious time
the extraordinary combination of firm-
ness and irvesolulion in him so strangely
blended,  Mary's learnings and disposi-
tion were well knewn. Iler former
history, her narrow-minded bigotry, in-
flamed by the cruel wrongs she had
endured, left no room fer doubt but that
she wonld shrink at nothing Lo effoct the
restoration of the papal supremacy. Her
Tudoer bleed was nnple gunrantee of the
course she would pursue towards tho
leading Reformers. To none was the
fanatical disposition betler knowu than
to the Primate. His timid nature was
just the one fully to realize the desperate
peril of his position. Yet, shortly nafter
Mary's accession, with admirable coutrago,
he drew up a declaration of his steadfast-
ness in the Reformed Faith, nnd in con-
sequence was sent to the Tower. After
more than a year's imprisonment he, with
Ridley and Iatimer, maintained their
views with great courage snd skill at a
dispuiation on the subject of {he mass,
held by the Queen’s command at Oxford.
They were borne down, not by weight
of argument, but hy the clamour of their
hearers, and refusing to conform, were
pronounced “ ebstinate hereties.”  \When
again, with dignifiel firmness, Cranmer
protested against this judgment.

Remanded to prison his friends Latimer
and Ridley precede him to the stake, sud
Cranmer i8 leit alone Lo face his cnemies.
Then it was, after more than two years’
imprisonment, worn out by anxiely, his
mind probably weakened by the protract-
ed strain upon its powers, that yielding
to the solicitations of seeming friends, of
men really sent to famper with him in
prison, he made the recantation of his
faith, and on several occasions repeated it.
That was the great error of his lifa, that
is what deprives him of the high and
lhely place ameny the heroes and martyra
of the Reformation assizned to Latimer
and Ridley. Yel we ought not to visit
tee heavily his backsliding, To do ether-
wise required no common fortitude, and
Cranmer’s courage was not mnaturally
high. The test to which he ivas suhject-
ed was a terrible ene; the bravest amd
best of mankind have their moments of
weakness, all are not made of ndamant;
tha most admirable characters in histery
have at times yieldod to temptation, We
can pity and forgive their infirmities,
why not deal with Cranmer in the same
indulgent spirit? Moreover, at the end

turzed to him, and when brought forth
publicly te repeat his recantation, instead
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for whrt

firmities of a not inglorions life, --..

piety, were mombers, declared the right-
cousuess of persecuting lerelics, and
evidently, if universal practico attords an
idea, such was the generally received
No other exense
can be offered fer him, and it is not less
cogeut when made by the apologists of

the true spirit of a Christian prelate re-

of doing 50 he declared his bitter regret
he had done, asserted his belief
in no ambigueus térms, and. being led to
the stake, by a death of noble fortitide,
amply compensated for the errers andin-

" Thers are, I am aware, many even in

claiming to have heen founded by - Peler,
putation agninst that disciplo, but forget
that a sneer at Crammer isa scofl nd Potor,
their lives, thove is cortainly a marvellous

similarity betwoon Cranmer's recantations

denials of our Lowd and his afler bitter
humiliation.

-
CLERGYMEN'S WIVES,
BY A CLERICAL BACUELOR.

this subjest, and from wmany points of
view; but if T am vel mistaken, very

which has always seemed the most notice-

surface for ieolives, rather than to take
things for what they seomn to bo. Wae
hear people on thu one hand railing
against the marriage of the clergy, for-
gatful of the fact that they havoe boos
atlawed fo do ns olher mon in all ages of
Gop's Church ; and that a married clergy
is conspicuous in evefy nge for a high
meral tone,

There aro others whe say and write
many foolish things in favour of Clerical
marringe, who close thoir ayes to the
sillinesses, and vanities of some of their
own, and their brothron’s wivas.

A elergyman’s wifs may be ihe making
or the mnrring of his whole ministerial
carger. Who has noet scen  speci-
mans of the nohle self-donying woman,
possessod of infinita tact, whe keops her
isband up to all his dutios, and velioves
him of all petty domestic cares, so that
he is as {rea for the dutios of his eflico,
as it is possible for any man to be ? And
who has net seen on the other hand an
almost infinite variaty of wives, who in
suc way or another ave always preveniing
their husbands fromn doing any mere than
tho moeat urgent routine duticsa? Wa
could easily give n fow dozen examples
drawn from the life, bul our aim is not
to draw ridicule, but te enlist sympathy
for amuch neglectod and dooply sufler-
ing class, -

Miss Muloch, in A DBrave ILady,”
has a pertinent romark that will givea
clue to much of what T'would fain say,
but hesitato to, lost 1 be thought personal,
Speaking of Mv. Scanlan and his popu-
larity in the parish, arising from his
unctusus manner with the old ladies, she
tolls ua that he always hung his fuldle
outside his own deor. Bub betler and
greater mon than Mr, Scanlan may, and do
often, exaclly what he did, and nat in-
fraquently are quite nnaware of -the lack
of violin music within the Reclory.
There aro many reasons for this, All
houest men are net satisfied with their
own spiritual conditien, and knowing
that in some measure this must be quite
apparent to their wives, they hesitate to
give privale spiritunl counsel, even when
they think such connsel desirable, With
regard to his publie niinistralions, it is
idoubtful if there is eno clergyman’s wife
in an hundred whe is spiritually edified
Uy her ltushand’s scrmons.  Ior a while
afler their marringe she may be conscieus
ofesome apiritual enlightenment, and for
a longer time may he intellectually pleased
with his language ar thoughts; and then
laving taker his measure, she cettles
down to tho Qull tedium of listening to
his discoursca, iz much the same way
that ho may preach, i. o., as performing a
moro or less irksome duty. What wen-
der then if with the best intentions and
nspirations they grow less and icss care-
ful abeut thieir spiritual tone, and gradual-
ly draw away their husband's also by
such impercaptable degrees that noither
isaware of their spiritual decadence, snd
in extreme- cases, sueh as. have -come te
the writor's own knewledgo, lose all faith
in Gov;.and His morcy and love.
1t ig far easier to point gut defects
than te propose- remedies; but as our
remarks must be briet, wosimply add-a
few hints that may he productive ef
thoughts, that may result in good. -

- And first as to the wives themselves,
Lot them frankly speak to their hushands
about their. spiritual difficultics if there
is- the elightest hope of: obtaining any
help: frem them.:. They - ought to make

and davetional reading;: and endeavor to

the Church of Kagland, whe oxpross
their scorn for Cranmoer - bocauso of his
recandations ; yet by a strango porversity
in human natave they ave most frequontly
found in the gauks of thoso who are -over
diawing nearer and neaver to a Chureh,

They resent, and rightly vesent, any im-

For whalever diffurences thera may be
between them in tho former portions of

littlo has Wean seid frow n point of view |

able to one who profers lo lowk below the| -

uga, of a- fow . good: Keoks of dsvetion,

make -the :most of the' Services of the
Church, and not give away to discourage-

ment if (heir hushands do not prave the
spivitual guidas they oughtl (o bo,  And
lnstly tiwey ought wol to forget that they
ave mere responsible for their own souls
than any other person can be, ne mattor
what valation they may bear,

As to the clergy, if thay will spend a
lttle timo atregular periods in consulting
the spiritual welfare of those whe ata
alove all others committed to their charge,
thay would find soms way of doing what
now they are ouly half doiug ov neglect-
g entirely.

Andax to the paople, if they will bo

and subsequent repoutance, amd. Petor’s|as forlanring as possible, and ot find ng

much fanlt ax pussible, they mny be aid -
ing to build up their own spivitual
Jtemple, a8 well s that of the whole
pavish, asswred that a good wifo is of
more importancs to theiv lastor than any
othor earthly eircumstance, and that
what she is ho will ho in sume dogres,

Much has heen written and anid onltiat affects the welfara of everyons with,

whow lie comes in centact.
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Enyvegpondence. ‘

The columns of "Tne Cuvren GUaRDIAN
will be freely open to all who may wish
to e fhenr, no maldter wchat the writer's
views or apinions may he; but objection-
able personal langnuge, or doctrines con-
trary to the well understood {eaching of

the Churel will nol be admitied.

THUE CHURCIL IN DP. ¥, I, AND
ITS BISHOI.

(I'a the Falitors of the Church Guandian.)
Sirs,—Thero has boen no small amennt
of power and printer’s ink oxpended on
the question of putting the Church on
tho Tslamd in good ordor. The groat cry
and burden of thoe song was * We wanla
Bishop.” Dl strange to say we have
Bishop (and one of the very best ones
toe), and, in the present stale of afMairs,
o vory fow of the yeal Churchmen dasire
any one clse. ,
The wholn case can Vo put into a nut-
sholl ; let tho agitators first set lo work to
raiso a I'unp for the support of n Diahop ;
let them pay adaquately for the super-
vision thoy now got, and then they may
truly sny, “Wa not ouly waut a live
man,” but “we also have cuough to
board him oul.” ‘Tho Islander's pocket
must ba the first place of atlack ; and lo
any would-bo reformer or tyro-enlhusiasi,
I promiso cuough work on this point of
“financo” for af least 10 years,
Wo lave parishes now paying their
clorgy bul miserable stipends ; others,
closed for the lack of realising that the
Laberer is werthy of his hire; then
what chance (at prosent} would a Iishop
hivo among us.  The vory iden is-cruel ;
porhiaps he would have te close up in &
ear or two, for lack of tha Dhourd,
Brothers if you want a Bishop, dig
deeply inte the pocket, gol down Lo the
gold and give freely; then talk and
writo fréely on the subject. Othorwise,
I fenr, that nothing will remain, but
vain aspirations and unresultive work,

L E L

BISHOP ALFORD.

(To the Editors of the Church Guardian,)
Birg,—You say, “ We presumo, how-
ever, ns o mattar of courtesy, he will be
invited te n seat in the Upper House and
accorded the privilego of apenking, but
he will have no right to vote.” 1 frusf
you presume too much. I was not aware
that Rstired Bisliops in England had
such privileges ; and, if that -sort of
thing ba tried hore, for a man ef whom
yoeur London correspondent says, ¢ aa to
his views, they are in supposition, for
he barely passes for a Churchman.” I
think, : ’

There ate twice ten thousand
Good Churchmen will know -

"Tne Reason WaHY )

_SacrviLur, N. B., April 30, 1880,
{To the Editors of the Church Guardinn),
8ing,-—T observed a paragraph’in this

‘| week's issue.of “your paper, to the effect’

that this Parish had beén offerod to Rov;:
0. J. Booth, of. 8t. John's, Quebec,-and-
declined by him. This is not-the case,
and how such an errcmeous statement Hay
becomo public, I -am aé a loss to  know,
Ne aloction bas yeot: been held to fill the
vacanoy: in this Parish, but it is’expected.
to take jplace on the 10th of May, when
it ig"he%d the: vacaney rwill - be’ filled::
Tho natés of several clargymen are: be
foré:the parishioners;-but “the nsme™ of
Rev. 0. J. Baoth it-not ameng them /i
“oe s T remein; Yours, &

' ~ J. F. AvLuon,




