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hHe CHureh,

Not without deep memorial truth are ye, "+
Partitions of sweet thorn! which intersect
Qur blythest counties, bidding us refiect
Full oft upon our rural ancestry,

The unambitious thanes of Saxon days;
Who with their modest manors well content,
Of corn and mead and fragrant bean-field blent
And woody pasture, lived in simple ways
And patriarchal virtues, ere the hand

Of Norman rule was felt ; or feudal right,
Baneful exotic! settled like a blight

On the free customs of the pastoral land.

Beliold—a length of hundred leagues displayed—
That web of old historic tapestry

With its green patterns, broidered to the eye,
Is with domestic mysteries inlaid |

Here hath a nameless sire in some past age

In quaint uneven stripe or curious nook,
Clipped by the wanderings of a snaky brook,
Carved for a younger sou an heritage.

There set apart, an island in a bower,

With right of road amang the oakwoods round,
Are some few fields within a ring-feuce bound,
Perchance a deughter’s patrimonial dower.

So may we dream, while to our fancy come
Kind incidents and sweet biographies

Scarce fanciful, as flowing from the ties

And blissful bonds which consecrate our home
To be an earthly heaven. From shore to shore
T hat ample, wind-stirred net-work doth ensnare
Witliin its delicate meshes many a rare

And rustie legend, which may yield good store
Of touching thought unto the passenger:
Domestic ehanges, families decayed,

And love or bate, in testaments displayed

By dying men, still in the Ledgerows stir.

‘When Rome her British Eagles did recall,

Time saw the ages weave that web of green

Assiduously upon the rural scene,

Ere yet the lowly-raftered Saxon hall

Was watched from Norman fortalice. The fields

Escutcheons were, borne by those equal thanes,

While herald spring went wandering ap the lanes,

Blazoning with green and white the yeomen’s shiclds.
* And as the Church grew there, beveath her eyes,

“I'he breadth of hedgerows grew with her, not loth

To be, as freedom is, an undergrowth

Of that true mother of all liberties.

The Saxon hedgerows stand, though twice assailed ;
Once greedy barons in their pride of birth

For hunting grounds imparked the fertile earth,
Till peasant joys and pastoral ditties failed :
Now upstart wealth absorbs both far and nigh
Phe small ancestral farms: woe worth the day
When fortunes overgrown shall eat away

The beart of our old English yeomanry!

The hedges still survive, shelters for flowers,
An habitation for the singing birds,

Cool banks of shadow grateful to the herds,

A charm unknown in any land but ours.

Ye modest relics of a simple past,

Most frail and most endurivg monument,
Ye still are here, when Norman Keep is rent,
And cruel chace disparked into a waste

Of cheerful tillage: ye uninjured rise,

T'o nature and to human wants allied,
Therefore outliving works of lordly pride ;—
How rightly dear for what ye s) mbolize !
Long may the Saxon hieroglyplic stand

A precious trophy in the yeoman's eye,
T'he wisdom of our ancient polity

Written in leaiy cyphier o’er 1he Jand!

Rev. W. Fuber.

THE WRITINGS OF THE FATHERS.

(From The Christian Remembiancer.)

Among the refreshing fruits of that Catholic spirit
which is now starting into fresh vigour in the Church,
we may reckon the increasing number of \V().x'ks. on
subjects more or less connected with ccclesiastical

history and patristic literature. To the lives, cha-
gacters, and Writings of the elder sams o1 v onurcn,

we now recur in the spirit of the article, I believe the
communion of saints. ‘They are no longer treated as
matters of mere curiosity, still less as literary mouns-
trosities, as occasions of light and sarcastic rem.arks;
bat they are accounted worthy to exercise the highest
powers, to employ deep learning, and to engage th.e
warmest interest. At the end of the last century it
would have demanded some moral courage to avow
an exalted opinion of the moral and intcllcc.tual
powers of some ancient saint, or some 1z\bonm.xs
schoolman ; and to expend the labour of years in
editing or trauslating the commentaries of St. A'u-
gustine or St. Chrysostom, or in reverently ‘e\'olvmg
the principles of the Church, and noting their effects
oun character, from the writings and conduct of a
single father, however eminent, would have been
accounted childish trifling.  We looked down from
too proud an eminence, forsooth, on those simple-
minded men, to entangle ourselves in their vain spe-
culations, or to interest ourselves in their individual
struggles with heresy and with vice, with the‘world,
the flesh, and the devil. Collectively they might be
lcoked on as a vast phenomenon presented to the
mind's eye; a wondrous vision of men toiling for
they knew not what ; suffering for mere abstractions;
rea;oniug with the weakness and ignorance of' babes,
yet enduring with the fortitude of men; misunder-
standing and perverting whatever came to them from
the apostles themselves, and yet by some marvellous
and mysterious power transmitting scattere;d rays of
saving and divine truth : these we beheld tinging the
spiritual horizon with a gorgeous but unreal splen-
dour; till the glorious Reformation, like seme optiufal
plaything, reversing the prismatic power (zt' ful{lasnc
refraction, recombined the distorted object into a
bright body of pure, effulgent light, which went forth
illuminating the nations, and rising over the whole
world like another Sun of Rightecusness.

Such, at the very best, was the view generally
taken by the generation now passing away of the

were proportionally neglected. But now, how dif-
ferent! Besides the labours of the Oxford editors
and translators, who are bringing large portions of
the works of the fathers before the publie, and the
smaller and less elaborate biographical notices, sach
as those of Mr. Evaus, which are acquainting us in a
general way with the lives and characters of the pri-
witive saints, we have the Bishop of Lincoln applying
his great learning and industry in illustrating the
works of three ecclesiastical writers, in as many sepa-
rate volumes; and finding in Justin Martyr, in Ter-
tullian, and in Clement of Alexandria, a fair exercise
of his inteliectual acumen and literary acquirements.
We have Mr. Poole’s Life and Times of St. Cyprian,
in which the same desive is apparent to deduce theo-
logical and ecclesiastical principles from the career
and writings of an individual, though the biographical
form of his volume gives it a less scholastic appear-
ance than the more systema!ic arrangement under
certain heads of divivity; and we have, last for the
present, (but not, we are sure, to be long the last,)
Mr. Beaven's admirable Account of the Life and
Writings of St. Irenaeus,* in which the author avow-
edly takes the works of Bishop Kaye as his pattern:
and it is no undeserved, and no light thing of both to
say, that it is not the least praise of the Bishop’s
writings, that they have stimulated Mr. Beaven to the
present undertaking.

In his Preface, Mr. Beaven has given some sound
and judicious remarks on the right use of the writings
of the fathers; and has cursorily noticed and an-
swered some of the popular objections to the appeal
which is properly made to their evidence or authority.

* An Account of the Life and Writings of St. Irenwus.
Bishop of Lyons, and Martyr, intended to illustrate the Doc-
trine, Discipline, Practices, and History of the Church, and the
Tenets and Piactices of the Gnostic Hereties; during the
Second Century. By James Beaven, M.A, Loudon: Riving-
tons, 1841, Fp. 334

of the fathers which Mr. Beaven has enumerated,
because we would draw from their authority, which
must be so far admitted by all reasonable men, an
inference or two which does not meet with so ready
acceptance.

“ We use them,” says Mr. Beaven, “as evidence
of the state of the Church, in their own and pre-
ceding ages, as regards discipline.”’ And again—

preceding ages.  (Preface, pages vii. and viii.)
Now it seems utterly impossible, except on such
principles as would confound our use of all testimony
whatever, to deny authority to the fathers as evidence
on maltters of fuct; and it is clear that whether such
and such a law of discipline, (as for instance, that
Bishops were wont to excommunicate offenders and
to restore penitems), was observed at any time and
in any place, is as clearly a matler of fuct, as whether
" Brutus was the murderer of Caesag, or St. Cyprian
was condemned by Maximus, and in pursuance of
the sentence lost his head. And so again of the
reception and inculcation of doctrine ; it is a malter
of fact that the doctrine of the divinity of our blessed
Lord was taught by Athanasius, and promulgated

by the Nicene Council; just as much as that any
fllil:"p:,[se aceurred which is accepted.as o pait of |

listory, secular or ecclesiastical, as that T rajan re-
dueced Jerusalem, or that Irenzus succeeded Po-
thinus in the see of Lyons. Now it would be
monstrous to deny the integrity or the sufficiency of
the fathers as witnesses of facts; it would be unrea-
sonable and unworthy of common sense to withhold
our credit because the facts are of a particular order;
and most diringenuous to withhold it because they
have doctrinal bearings, and a certain polemical
value, which is the real reason why the evidence of
the fathers is overlooked or unjustly weighed when it
refers to facts of doctrine or of discipline. Let us then
be ingenuous and reasonable, and admit that what
they thus record is true; as, for instance, that there
were bishops in the primitive church to whose office
excommunication and reconciliation pertained; and
that the doctrine of the proper divinity of our blessed
Lord wes taoght by St. Athanasius, and autborita-
tively propounded by the Nicene fathers.

But it is impossible for the religious mind to rest
here. Having got thus far, we must go on to ask,—
Which then have the most authority, the government
and the doctrine which were thus taught and main-
tained, at such times, and by such men, and when the
Church was such as it was then, and in so many
places simultaneously, without any other possible
account of such perfect unanimity, but that all re-
ceived the same deposit from the same divine source
—Which have the most authority, this government
and doctrine, or the fancies of an individual some
two hundred years ago, and the “ platform™ of a

| society originating in impatience of control some fifty

years past? “Ihe individual and the voluntary will
surely not bear the comparison in point of authority ;
and when the comparison has been made with each
individual fancy and voluntary rule and order in its
turn, (with every heresy and schism that is, that ever
existed,) every one must separately succumb, and the
primitive doctrine and discipline must stand without
a reasonable competitor.

in authority will he account the doctrive and disci-
pline which are attested, as a matter of fact, to have
existed at such and such times, and under such and
such circumstances; but they will also, it may be,
appear to be thus paramount, not merely from circum-
stanceshot ecsentinlln avd-L-sauoa thon ave r{v'rin(.' in
their origin.  ‘The same holy fathers who relate the
Jfact that such things were done and taught, record
another fact: that they who so did and taught de-
clared that they did and taught thus on the credit of
the assertion, t‘hat each one of their predecessors had
received the law and the doctrine from Aés prede-
cessor, until at last the teacher and lawgiver was an
inspired apostle, or it may be, the Lord Jesus himself.
Now Polycarp was not ignorant of the fact, and
would be a sufficient witness of it to Irenzeus, that he
received a doctrine from St. John. Irenzus was not
ignorant of the fuct, and would be a sufficient witness
of it to those whom he taught and governed, that he
had received a doctrine from Polycarp, under the very
notion that it was the teaching of St. John; and so with
regard to others in every lice case; and when such
traditions were soon recorded, as they were for in-
stance in the works of Polycarp and Irenzus, allowing
all that we can reasonably allow for human frailty, we
have still a very high assurance indeed of their
veracity, and of their consequent authority- Polycarp
and Irenaeus must have been very weak, (which we
see no reason to suppose,) or very wicked, (of which
we will not admit a thought,) to have much cor-
rupted a tradition from the apostle St. John. And
what they delivered honestly and well, was to their
successors, and to us, as far as record is extant, but
little removed from revelation. Thus setting the
authority of the fathers at the lowest, we neglect their
teaching at our peril; and it is marvellous how large
a body of teaching is contained in their authentic
works, to which, in a greater or less degree, the
remarks here made apply.

Indeed, the number and size of their writings is
one of the things captiously objected to the use of the
fathers. Mr. Beaven has encountered an objection
from their seantiness; we must say a few words on
the objection, equally unreasonable from their multi-
tude. It is objected, then, that no man can read and

1

digest them all, and that, therefore, they are practi-

fatl ¥k Bl ) vl g g T cally useless ; since it is to the consent of the fathers,
athers of the Church: and, of course, ! RS )

and not to the individual opinions of any of them, that
we would appeal in matters of faith.

But no one thinks it necessary to read all the works
of all the fathers, nor yet a part of the works of each

| of the fathers, to arrive at their view of the truth:

any more than the merest Protestant thinks it neces-
sury, before he teaches the peculiar doctrines of his
sect, to have read all the works of all the authors
whom his school may chance to swear by, or all the
critical and Jexicographical compilations, all the
travels, histories, and such like, on which his inter-
pretations and m_ystica] applications of Scripture may
be based. The Anglo-Catholic has the authoritative
deduction from the whole body of theology, primitive,
and of all times besides, on the most important sub-
jects, in the liturgies and articles of his Church; and
when he is placed in the position of a teacher, he has
only to obey a positive law, to keep himself within
the limits of a Catholic interpretation of Scripture,
when he isled to the treatment of other subjects.
Let a young clergyman give the obedience of faith,
which is their due from him, to the authoritative for-
mularies of the Church; and the deference which
they may well claim to the homilies, and other works
of our greatest divines of scarce inferior weight ; let
him, besides this, apply himself, just so much as he
may without a flagging jnterest, to the writings of the
fathers, and in his preparations for the pulpit consult
the commentaries of St, Jerome or Theodoret ; or, it
may be, adapt to his purpose, (which will often be

\little more than to translate) the sermons of St

Augtistine or St. Chrysostom, avd he will long within
the seven years which is judged sufficient to acquire
any trade or ‘“mystery,” have acquired a sufficient
body of sound theology from these sources, to be a
practical refutation of the objection which we are
labouring to overthrow. And besides the actual
positive knowledge, he will have acquired a tact, an
habitual sense and feeling, by which he will be enabled

“ We use the fathers as evidence of the doctrine |
which was taught by the Church, in their own and |

Neither will the pious mind rest liere. Paramount |

such and such an interpretation is in harmony
with a Catholic spirit. e may then fairly trust him-
self to his own prayerful stady and painful exposition
of the sacred text, not doubting that he will keep the
right way, while he brings out of his own treasury
things new and old. Nor need he hesitate to judge
of the opinions of others, by the standard of which he
has acquired the use. A connoisseur refers a paint-
ing to the school of Raffael or of Coreggio, without
having seen every work of every pupil of those great
masters ; and with almost absolute certainty, as no
one who understands the subject will question, even
declares that a particular piece is by the band of the
master himself. He distinguishes not only between
the Roman, the Venetian, the Spanish, and the
Fleniish schools, but between the works of particular
persons in each school; and with equal certainty he
separates the praductions of one age from those of
the ages preceding and followirig it. e does not
confyse Leonardo da Vinci with Titian, nor Michael
Angelo with Le Brun, nor Gerard Dow with Salvator
Rosi. Now it is not more, it is even less, than this,
that we require, when we say that one who takes on
himself to teach, according to the Church, should at
least be able to distingnish by their very aspect,
betw.en the figments of modern schools, and the
reviirent proclamations of a defined theology by the
primitive fathers ; between the heresies revived from
the ashes of Maues, or Montanus, or Aerius, or Arius,
or Sabellius, and the Catholic faith once delivered to
the saints, and by them ever reverently handled, and
most carefully transmitted.

T'o the student thus applying his mind to the sub-
ject, even the beresies of ancient times, ugly and
‘ venomous though they be, bear yeta precious jewel in
1 their head. They witness with an indirect, but not
l uncertain, evidence of the truth of the Church. They

are, as well as the assertions of ecclesiastical writers,
| evidence of the fuct, that such and such was the doc-
| trine or the discipline of the Church at the time they
arose. If the Gnostic has to assert against the Church
| that there are two antagonist first orinciples, the
| manner of his assertion does, by implication, attest
| that the Church held the unity of God, the Father
\ Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, If Arius has
5 to conceal or disguise his false doctrine against Christ’s
| proper divinity, in all the ambiguous windings of a
| thousand explanations and subterfuges, we collect
| that the Church so held that all-important doctrine
| as to bunt the opposite error out of all its recesses,
| to oppose the light of truth to every dark subtertuge,
;nnd the usaccustomed, though necessary subtletics

of a heaven-directed wisdom, to the cunning crafliness
of a satanical sophistry. This is one of the methods
by which the divine alchemy produces good cut of
evil; one of the ways in which dissent has ever wit-
nessed to Catholic truth; one of the things which
teach us the application of the apostle’s declaration
to the Corinthians, “ There must be heresies among
you, that they which are approved may be made mauni-
fest.” (1 Cor. xi. 19.)

* # * * * * *

And we may observe also, that however some por-
tion of the heresics exposed by St. Irenzeus may have
| their counterpart in the errors within and without the

Church, in the present day they have, as a whole, be-
{ come matters of mere history, and often of obscure
research.  They bave no existence, no name, no
avowed disciples in the present day, nor have had for
ages past : indeed, the work of St. Irenzeus seems to
have given them a mortal blow, as Mr. Beaven tells
us, and to have destroyed them, at least, in ove of

their manifestations. Transmigrations they may have
x %5 A MAgUS TAUZHL wuay
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his "Evvota, or Thought, had;—but as repeatedly
they have fallen beneath the strong arm of the Church
and of the Lord of the Church. Meanwhile the
Chureh herself continues, and ever hath continued,
visibly the same ;—the same in personality, the same
in character. Still, however, heresy and schism will
prevail in some form or other; this is even the pro-
mise to the Church, strange though the promise
sound ; for, as St. Paul saith, (in a passage which we
quoted above, to vindicate the view which we would
take of heresy, and which we now quote again, to
wark that we have still for ourselves retained the
same point of observation, and would still present it
to our readers in the light in which it is placed by the
Sacred Scriptures), “ there must be heresies among
us, that they who are approved may be made mani-
fest.” One sect will give way to another, as one
wave of the sea is swept away by its successor; but
still the sea will rage, and the waves thereof toss
themselves : but though they rage horribly, the Lord
is mightier than they, and the Church is fixed on a
rock for ever. The parish church, or the noble
minster, looks down upon so many different conven-
ticles, frequented by so many different sects, with as
many errors, as many leaders, and as many nawes :
| those will be swept away, as it has always been, but
others will arise.  As of old there were Manichees,
and Gpuostics, and Apollinarians, and Priscillianists,
and Novatianists, and Donatists, and divers others,
which are now known only by the reports of elder
ages, while the Church has outlived them all, indivi-
dually and collectively ; so now there are Indepen-
denfs, and Swedenborgians,and Quakers, and Ranters,
and Wesleyans, and Southcotians, and Baptists, and
Inghamites, and it may be a hundred others; but who
shall say, where one and all of them shall be in a few
generations, or what new and strange sects may oc-
cupy their places?  Only we know that in the midst
of heresies the Church shall stand, for it is founded
on arock for ever, and it hath the promise that the

gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
* * %* * * * *

And here we leave Mr. Beaven, well assured that
he will not here close his patristic labours, if God
give him life and strength; and not less convinced
that whatever flows from his pen, will be worthy of
the attention of the ecclesiastical student.

THE OLD PATIHS.
A LETTER TO A COUNTRY CONGREGATION
FROM

A MISSIONARY OF THE CHURCH.

TO THER MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH, MATILDA.

Brockville, April 6, 1843.
Dearly Beloved Brethren,

At the request of one highly esteemed, by you and
by me, for his work's sake and his own sake,—your
minister,—] address you on a subject which, on other
grounds, could make no claim to special notice. I
allude to g letter handed to me immediately after a
funeral at Matilda, and written by a teacher of one
of the subdiyisions of one of those unhappy schisms
which are weakening the influences of true religion,
| wasting the energies of Protestantism, bringing con-

tempt on our holy faith, furnishing plausible arguments
| to the grand schism of schisms—Popery,—countenan=
‘ cing the sophisuies of infidelity, and thus (albeit
* unintentionally, but still most surely and effectually)
, doing the will of the adversary.
| The letter was directed to Rev. E. Denroche,
'

| Matilda,”” and runs thus:
« Matilda, March 13, 1843.

“Rev. and Dear §ir,
“The regular successors of the apostles are holding a
Ii protracted meeting in this vicinity, where souls are being
:converted to God. There is a prayer meeting at the
house of George Brouse, Esq., this day, at two o'clock,
| P. M., to which meeting you are by this note cordially
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We shall just notice two of the uses of the writings | to say, almost with absolute certainty, whether | invited to attend to, for the purpose of getting your soul 1

its random censoriousness, based o some supposed | the almost dying advice of John Wesley to his TiisH
gift of ¢ discerning of spirits,” compelled me to con- | followers. Mr. Berney is an lri:s!mun,vl have heard:
sider its author's conduct as a gratuilous bravado in- Let us now see what were the wishes of Charlesg
tended to annoy ; while at the same time I ascribed | Wesley, John's brother and associate. The following
the proceeding to Methodism in its natural working, is extracted from a letter of his to” an Amwericad
rather than to the man himselt—considering it a sin | clergyman : “ I never lost my dread of a separationy
of the system rather than of the individual. Impressed | or ceased to guard our societies against it. [ fres
with these convictions, I left the “note” unreplied to; | quently told them, I am your servau.t, as lone ds vou
and now only notice it thus much for your satisfaction | remain members of the Chareh of England -ubut' nd
and at the request of your mivister. If Mr. Berney longer. Should you ever forsake her, y:u ren(:mwc me:
and his friends regard his proceeding as a clever thing | Some of our lay preachers very early discovered an
and a good joke, let us leave them in undisturbed | inclination to separate, which ix;(luCcd my brother ta
enjoyment of a pleasantry that savours much more of | publish reasons against a separation. As often as it
the malevolent spirit of modern Methodism than of | appeared, we beat down the scnismaricar spivitc  Iff
Christian conversion. We need not envy them their | any one did leave Tur Cuurcu, at the same time hd
feelings, nor doubt whether persons of sound judgment | left our Society. For fifty years we kept the sheep in
fmd sound religion will be at any loss to estimate it | TaE rorp, and having fulfilled the number of our dayd
just as it deserves. If, again, Mr. Berney and his | only waited to depart in peace.”t
brother Wesleyan Methodist Ministers consider his The poor Wesleys, were they now on earth; would
conduct as a sort of retaliation, (deeming his * affec- | undoubtedly, in the opinion of Mr. Berney, need to
tionate™ thrust a fair hit at one in whose mission two | attend some of his prayer meetings * for the purposéd
teachers of Methodism were not long since convinced | of getting their souls converied to God?
delibcrately. horting you to eschew the sin of schism, 0{‘ oy SR PR e g o i um'(.;uivocally ST T
et S it Chisis P WHTE st him and thc.m, and pray that t.h.e)', and ot_hers, may | of modern Methodism are *the regular successors of
of His Spirityinjurious to the truth, and d,etrinwnml | yet, l_)e convinced of the culpability of their present | the apostles.” “ The regular suceessors of the aposs
e "fhese M hu‘\'c g g < position, and of the folly of those, who BLINDLY DE- .tles are l3old_in-g5‘" says hia note, “a protracted meets
tinnalcly. gnd;sn‘enm!\-' S RS o ik TERMINE NOT TO BE CONVINCED, b}\\ to be to the l'«lijt ing in this \uc1'1}1.1.tz.t’ﬁ."v The Methodist teachers werd

ou should not suffer ;l](’ seed nf“i'ltan-—ofhim whose | ﬂ.xc_ ‘f\dvocates sl pﬂ”y.'—dw partizans of systematic | holding the SIStGE™ alluded toj"wiil“hong Othicray
¥ s e division,—the unrelenting opposers of a Church, Pro- | therefore they are the persons described as “the res
lflotw l:\l"l ‘})”"wl‘l"f‘i CONGUSF; —Eo.be i ""‘f’“s | testant against all error, Catholic in doctrine, and | gular successors of the apostles. Therefore, also;
": l;-;;(m-u‘l(;\ ::,ulsxx_:a(:; g}-lar_d o e":]f""nlf]d :fl"();“ (i“:_u’ Apostolic in descent.  But they may rest assured |-where the writer of the note says, that, if 1 wa’e cons
; i,c‘s()llls 0: g (: li: ‘_ hi]drenm:; a{;\;\;ul;lo Eo\:’ntc(; an::)z i thut,:vith the b]ess.ing of Him who said to His Apos- | verted, “ke doubts not I would becomé one of thé
whikbissr By esamcte Ot‘h(‘l‘wirﬂ{’ todlie peies ot tlgs. Lo! I” am with you alwuy§ even unto the end | rogular successors in fuct?” he of course means—d
P i ;ny v abmninablé ,thing ik God of the world, th'e humblest conml.)utpr to the. further- | Methodist tea'cher in fact. After this, he sutely need
hateth” —* not to give heed to seducing spirits” and ance ()f.C()llVerslo‘tl—TlIOt Methodist con:;erslo-n——but mzt wonder if we glance at the pretensions of the
kel d(lc{]‘il;es——n()t 5 iisten bW kel conversion to f‘ Christ 'aud the Church,”—will take | Wesleyan Melhodist‘ ministers to be considered * thé
w2 e Rt s S s B teacherk; wtllmgly, yea, Joyf:ully, if they must come, the' sneers regular suecessors of the apostles” “in fuct” So;
P 8 2 " S P “3‘ g i Bl of those. who retain the name of Wesleyan while their | now for facts. <
Ta”nc ‘.“ :‘fg eare ;. hot 10 “Abide:Saithiu to every principle almost, varies from the principles of |  Regular successors of the apostles are they whio
)m;;.v‘u\\sl, aithful to _\"ﬂnr Saviour, as llVll.lg memlfers the two Wesleys—while they set aside their founder's | have received regular unequivocal authority in the
of His own Bf’d)’ the Church—as sound in doctrine, | 1,6 awful warnings, and laugh at his sermon ex- | Church of God, the one body of Christ, to ordain
;’.‘”’e ‘(;’ P”"-‘“"e»,:‘ "’”“‘-‘:‘"‘"l m _‘he spinik of FOuE. ‘}"“ds pressly levelied agarsst scrism—that sin, which is a | certain men to minister in hély things '. ;md also, to
:(3"1 d.?’ to d_“?% and Srowing up into Him in all | 0o of strength to the Papacy, and a sheet anchor | convey the same special trost anda (:ommissiot: of
t:ll"g‘S “‘hwl; llb the “:‘“‘L Fhey TS have heard | ¢, Infidelity. As long as the eyes of men are opened | ordaining to persons consecrated by them for that
3"“ ?seasuna‘) y though not "‘l“]." c;\ul'xoned Dever 1o | ¢ this simple and undeniable fact—that at a time | very purpose. The power of orduining préshyters
"'_‘-‘t“ke aready tapgug (that ﬂ‘_l‘!’““”)’ in talking ubo.ut when the Church, even on the testimony of her ene- | aud deacons was not conveyed to all ministers, but
high and holy ﬂ}"‘és 80 ‘"‘“Cl‘ 1 rep}xte BImOng, Dis- mics, was far less efficient than she has been for the | was entrusted to select petsons.  Thus, for ir;st;i)be
Se_”“”'s) for e‘”d_ef“"‘f of real godliness—for “the |1, quarter of a century, Wesleyan Methodism pro- | St. Paul did not charge the Elders, or érosbvtbra- of"
w‘m)'ess‘of the Spirit,” or the test of "“‘_h'—m preach | jaimed itself the most consistent, most devoted, and | Ephesus, to *lay hands suddenly o’n no man;" no’t to
Christ in your conduct a".d gonversatione==io 3]“'_‘” most attached portion of that Charch (the united | receive an accusation against an elder b\;t .before 4
forth t.he gospel not only with your lips, but fxlso 10 | Church of England and Ireland) : but that now, Me- | competent number of witnesses; but he charced
your lives—to pray i e and to read Gf’d s word { 415 dism ranges itself with her bitterest enemies—with | their superior, by whatever title h,e may be calledg—z .
EOUSTHRG TS opportun!ly.nﬁ'credz L0 feceive ‘.“ the papists, heretics, and infidels—denies that her mein- | he charged Timothy, the Bishop of Ephesus, and
l)und.s of your G()d:mmm‘xssumed nnfusterthedn'me.ly- bers, clergy or laity, are converted,—sets up an oppo- Titus, Bishop of Cr(;t:a, to ordain elders tll)ndl\de;mom:
‘H‘P"’.“‘e“l m"‘““’"“lf‘ of the Lord's l_‘“"f—‘o bring | sition altar and a hostile ministry—the members of | The Power of ordaining was limited to that superior
your infant Ch”“"}"_‘"“" “‘9‘50"?“?‘}‘ of grace, through | which, controlled by a system of’ Protestant Jesuitism, | order of mivisters to which Timothy and izl‘itlm
a baptism and ministry, both of (lmu? appointment— | 4. compelled, by the silpposcd necessity of building | belonged t an order not known in the Church by the
to recollect 'that }he DISPENSATION of sacraments, the up their would-be-Church, to *compass sea and land™ | title of Bishop, but known, during the lives of xyhosd
h‘oly‘m.ystem-s of the faith, was not committed to all | proselyte to their connexion: As long as meun's | whom we strictly call the’ apostles, by the title of
.(,hnsnan men, women a|‘|d children, bu‘t to PeTSONS | aves are being apened to the fact chint these testhers'| Apodtle-d title applich Iy 8t Paul’hz')usplf R0
m ‘he' ﬁ:“ instance specially Ch"sﬁ" of ‘Christ, and | 4, et scrupleato malign the ministers of the Church, | Ay, Titus, Silvanus, and others. Now, t})e FACT Js,
il‘ft("f“'““ %10 those b}: “K""“ SPCC“'”Y. set *‘P"_‘"_“’ and thereby undermine their proper influence,—do not | that the same power of calling to the ministry, a

minister in holy things, ‘Vif", Agai AppoInting | serpple to build themselves up on the ruin they them- | power conveyed by the first apostles éaxclusivel ’w
olher.s, were thus to preserve valid ordinances thro}lgh selves have made, that they may, after “ creeping into | ‘itus, Timot.hy, and certain others (whether weycull
a valid "““15",\"—}0 be assured lh‘"‘, how plausitle houses,” lead aside silly, unstable, and unsuspecting | these apostles; successors of the apostles, angels of
soever the Prefensiond of s S “0 ‘h""‘s“l"ef‘_ souls: as long as wen are opening their eyes to the | the churches, or bishops)—did THE;{ ih, ths satne
the title of nn.mstvrs of the (.,hurch o.f .LURfSTv yet if iniquity of a system, which depraves its }ninisters, manner convey evclusively to certain others, Pres<
tl‘wy could ucnher. prove their commission from llm‘x, blunts their better feclings, and drives them into the | byters, though members of an apostolic ;nini‘suy
elEh'er by succession (as bclongmg to the apostolic | .o, tinual commniission of pious frauds : as long as men | were, according to the testimony of all anﬁ(luit\"
"“"15"{)')3 g b.f' '7""““'1? (as belonging to some NEWET | are rubbing the scales from their eyes—are being con- without any commission to erdain. They weré n:.\é
::.:.’r:;):r::,lés:,:,),,(::,t:o::fi,:)fﬁ(fsd);lﬂ:e:):c et W):ll':u; \'incc'(_l of the melancholy tr.uth that MODERN METIHO- the *successors of the apostles,” thoughtt-ligible to
i T g ca‘nn‘;)t I;.m“e tln‘tqthel;lrmr‘ivt‘csl'llrle DISM 18 essgntiu}]y ficfccuve ln.honm{r, hones‘!y, chunty, pe raised t(? {lmt burdurn§<)xnxe dignity 3 nor were they
validg gacr;ments. 'l‘hesepqame p'emms ot ‘me :l}ld suchdhke mdlspcnsabie mgll'c.dlcuts ot“truc reli- }rfvt:sted wuh' the peculinr powers of the apestolate:
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Soene con hile vou earefilly avaidad thoas whe gion; and are consequently sceking out “ruw oun | This system s properly, Pdirue. for it wye develong
apostles. It has been followed in the Church without

oppose themselves to the CUhurch and to the doctrines
thereof—the doctrines maintained and defended by any interruption for full fifteen conturies; is con=
tinued down to the present time; aund will continué

the Reformers and that holy army of martyrs who
always, even unto the end of the world. The advo#

laid down their lives for truth’s sake—to entertain
tee&xngs of c‘h‘arny towar(.is .the e.rrorists tlx.cmselves, cates of Presbyterianism—that is, of the couceit that
ir;“d r::gsn:ir‘:;:‘zts ::::::e ‘:;zl‘::;gtsr 1;: lf:;t?n (;to lf):l:::\";li presb.yter.? may have an .qﬁicz'al right to orduin without
: " : a the intervention of a bishop—have been repeatedly
80 to do, They heard me beseeching you to “be challenged, and all without effect, to produce if they
steadfagt, jmmoveable, z}l\\'zx:vs abounding in the work can oxE well authenticated iust;nce of sich ordinas
of the [,orq"—" sYe‘zndlast in the apostles’ doctrine tion in the Church, during the first fifteen centuries;
f\nd fe]](,\\-ship,:ﬂld in ‘l'f' bre.ak?ng of the bread and being regarded as a valid and true ordination. It is
in the prayers ——stefx(lf:‘l;s't in be?ng “holy in all a ®act also that there is no historic evidence of any
manner of cu‘uvcrsum»‘n —steadfast in * walking | ot and ye shall not be judged,” a text seemingly | presbyter broaching so wild an idea prior to THHE
worthy of the hl.tﬂj ""‘:3‘10" wherewith ye were called,” in little repute with the admirers of Methodism as it is. | uprrric Aerfus, a SEMI-ARIAN, who, aspiring after
ﬂf_ld‘, '\vhi]e slw‘“"‘s‘. i *“marking them that caused | 1¢ Aethodist conversion was Christian conversion, there | being made a bishop, was disup;)ointl’:'l in his scheme
divisiong apd in aveiding them,” to “do good unto | would be more of the spirit of that text evineed in the | ofm;:bitiuu, and was cast out of the Church for his
all men.» converted; more of the “hopeth all things;” nor | heretical views, both as to doctrine and discipline:
would the world witness so frequently the awful falls of | It is also a ¥act, notorious and indabituble, that No
many boasted “converts” to the soul-deluding system. | pisnop, or, to use Mr. Berney's words, no * regulur
I am not without some doubts that, were THE | successor of the apostles™ has ever yet conveyed to a
WesLeys now living, Mr. Berney aud other Wesleyan | Methodist, whether presbyter, or preachér, or teacher;
Methodist Ministers would dispute their conversion; | the sacred commission and power to ordain; and
for both Joux and Cuannes were stremwously opposed | conseqently that the Methodist regulat succession is
to sehism, and to the impiety of *setting up' preachers | ot an “ apostolic succession,” and Methodist
of Methodism as ministers of God's sanctuary. In a | teachers, and Wesleyan Methodist ministers, are N0
sermon preached by John, at Cork, in Ireland, a | “the regular successors of the apostles in racr,”
couple of years only before his death, he used these | however tlicy may be so in Juncy. Thus we see th;t
words: “In 1744, all the Methodist preachers had | the emphatic assertion of My, Berney is contradicted
their first conferencej but none of them dreamed that by facts that furnish evidence; incontrovertible and
the being called to preach gave them any right to | conclusive; against them “ who sav they are apostles
administer the sacraments. And when the question | and are not” in fact. There is auother ract which
- was proposed, ¢ In what light are we to consider our- | {s in itself a plain proof that one of the grand apostles
selves ? it was answered, ¢ As extraordinary messen- | of Methodism, Dr. Thomas Coke; a man who would
gers, raised up to provoke the ordinary oves to jea- | fain have persuaded himself and others, that John
lousy I" In order hereto, one of our tirst rules was | Wesley had consecrated Kim to the episcopate, WA§
given to cach preacher. *You are to do that part of | Nor A BBLIBVER (after all his efforts to peréuudc
the work which we appoint.‘ But what work wus this? | himself into the delusion) 1§ Tap VALIDITY OF THB
Did we ever appoint you to administer sacraments, t0 | oRDERS HE WIMSELF CONFERRED, 1le did nat believe
exercise the priestly office ?  Such a design never en- | that he had that * regular succession” which would
tered iuto our minds; it was the furthest from our empower him to ordain ag , bishop; and though
thoughts. And if any preacher had taken such a step, | really 2 presbyter, he could not swallow the pfesbyh
_ we should have looked upon it as a palpable breach | terian notion. He therefore applied to Bishop
sanctify ; [ts Jesuitism, its deceptions, traps and | of this rule and consequently as a recantation of our White, of the United States, to resordain his minis=
claptraps, elass, camp, prayer, protracted and revival | counexion; for, suppose (what I utterly deny) that | ters, to give himself a val;d cousecration, and to
meetings ; its midnight orgies, with all th-e accom- i the receiving you as a preacher at the same time gave | receive the Methodists into the Cherch. John Wes+
panying evil and “appearance of evil;" its conse- | an authority to administer the sacraments, yet it gave | ley had previously said, # How dare you be called @
quent neglect of houschold duties, and even of the | you no other authority than to do it or any thing ‘.
godly obedience due to the wonitions of parents or | ¢lse where I appoint. But where did I appoint |
busbands; its phariseeism, spiritual pride and censo- | you to do this? No where at all. Therefore
riousness ; its exclusively arrogating to itself the ' by this very rule you are excluded from doing itj
character of leing the perfection of purity, the quin- ‘ and doing it you renounce the first principle of
tessence of ianctification, yca, as on earth, pre- | Methodism. Now as long as the Methodists keep
eminently the holy of holies; its dependence (for | ¢4 this plan they cannor sepurate from THE Cuurcw.
extension) upon nervous and animal excitementsj its " * * * 1 believe one reason why God is
Socinian and Arian tendencies: its palpable perse- pleased to continue my life so long, is, to confirm them
cution of those who forsake the error; its bigotry, in their present purpose NoT to separate from the
strife, envyings, slanders, divisions, subdivisions: in cpyrch. 1 wish all of you, who are vulgarly called
a word, *theghame of its nakedness;’” No, not for | Methodists, would seriously consider what has been
any one of these purposes, nor yet for the purpose of | gaid ; and particularly you whoin God has commis-
“ trying them yho say they are apostles end are not,”" | gjoned to call sinners to repentance; it does by no
no—but “for the purpose of being converted”— | neans follow from hence that you are commissioned
converted intoa Methodist teacher! As surely as | to baptize or administer the Lord’s Supper. Ye never
Mr. Daniel ?Q-ney, W. '\i M and ‘h(;Sf’ lv‘r:_l"y to the | dreamed of this till ten or twenty years after ye began
getting up of the *note,” are satisfied of their own | ¢ preach.  Ye did not then, like Korah, Dathan, and : i ¥
exia.tence, and convinced that they have heads on | AbE'rum, SEEK THE PRIESTHOOD ALso. O! conmin!gbt";;li?};:f:z:;{f{) 'gn}gfl,ngifrc’fi‘llebgevﬁ;tl? ;er(,il:;’:’z:::
their shoulders, o surely must they have been MoRALLY yourselves within your own bounds ; be content with | tuins these remarks of the Rev. Charles Wegley, with others ;
CERTAIN that there was not the shadow of a probab[lily preaching the gospCI- * * * Ye yours | as alsoa statement of Dr. Coke's application m'Bishop W Inite’;
that he to whom it was addressed could be swayed | golyes were fivst called in the Church of England ; and of the Protestant Episcopal Church, for the purposes of :a
thereby to Tun after its run-away writer to any of their i though ye have, and will have a thousand temptations zt'w”;:‘"?:e:::"‘ 'ff,'e"ﬁd,’;'f(,""‘h i khm.c hl_‘ A
meetings for any such wicked purpose—to run after | o leave it, and ser v for yourselves, regard them not; | nation of those, on lwu(.(f:nxﬁl (;:rad {:f:s:.:tﬂ;:.'l? al::lhli:r:xL
a person who gither did not think it prudent, or not | g Cuurcnr-or-ENGLAND-MEN STILL; do not cast | authorised; uncommissioned, hands. 'l‘lul- Rev. i)r. Chapman
worth his Whilc, to “bide a wee” and ¢ spe'dk face | gway the peculiar glory which God bas put upon you, does 'nul seem 10 have recollected, when adverting to Coke's
to face’ the nger of his note.  He must have known | and” frustrate the design of Providence, the very end ‘;’l"‘:i"f“’t":""“ ‘f”:" ’(’i”t bé’i’"g @ true bishop, but merely a Me-
that a few miygtes would have left me at leisure to | for which God raised you up.”* Such were the words, ;n:, l:o I:‘(‘»lr‘:lﬂ;:liv:‘rp:;;,t(:h:;vl‘e\:;:yl‘e;:u:d‘! “p:lmed ";i)vm.
hear any such remarks as he might have thought proper | = ) nsecrated as a Bishop
to make.

| for Iudia; saying that, if the Prince Kegent and the govern-
* The above extracts are taken from a sermon preachéd by | ment would consent, be ** would return most fully and faith-

I could Not ¢onceive that Mr. Berney's note was in
reality an honegt and kind one.  Its want of sincerity

converted to God, if you had experienced that change,
I have no doubt you would make an able minister of the
New Testament, and become one of the regular succes-
sors in fact,
#] remain, Rev. and Dear Sir,
“ Your's affectionately,
“ DanierL Berney, W, M. M.”

Had I not most reasonable grounds to fear that
the “note” of this total stranger was neither sincere
in its nature nor kind in its intention, I should have re-
plied to it. But being convinced, from its interval
evidence and from incidental circumstances, that the
spirit which dictated it was not prepared to be bene-
fited in the smallest degree by such a reply as I must
have returned, I determined to take no notice of the
matter ;—in short, to “ answer him not.”

Whether the inferences leading to this determina-
tion were faifly and fully deducible, you, brethren,
may soon judge.

Those of ’pu who were present on that solemn
occasion are gware, that a number of the teachers and
other maijntaifiers of Methodism entered our Church,
and with ev@ and ear witnessed me earnestly and

7 - B . - | i -
“into the way of peace,”—so long, will the faithful
children of the Church help them on their way to
Zion, and rejoice in seeing them become fellow citizens
with the saints, and of the houschold of faith.

I shall not comment at any length on Mr. Berney's
judgment declaratory of my presumed unconverted
state—a judgment evincing more haste than charity,
considering that he has never been acquainted with
me. “Itisalittle thing to be judged of him or of
man’s judgment.”  Would that they who fancy them-
selves possessed of the discerning of spirits, were con-
verted to an obedience of Christ's command : **Judge

Now, it seems to me morally impossible that any
one of ¢ommon understanding, after listening to these,
or such Jike remarks, could REALLY BELIEVE T~ HIS
HEART t]at the person who uttered them would him-
self, in the next moment, be induced to commit the
crime agqinst which he had most particularly and
strenuously raised his voice, and to plunge headlong
into the hottest flames of fanaticism—auot for the pur-
pose of plucking" some **as brands from the burn-
ing’—ngq for the purpose of *converting'’ poor
deludeq souls from * the error of their way” —not for
the purpose of testifying a real heartfelt love for the
souls of the Methodists by exposing to them the true
nature, working and tendency of the delusive system
which leads them captive—the thorough moustrous-
ness of modern Methodism, to wit, its alimost entire
opposition to that Methodism commenced by Church
of England Clergymen a hundred years ago, (by men
whose boast it was to have lived and to die within |
her pale)—its undisguised or ill-disguised hostility
to that Charch, its carval character, its multiplied
divisions, its Popery, its lying miracles, miraculous
conversions, visions and dreams ; its system of & con-
fession, compulsory on pain of excommunication ; its
proselytism, promoted by means the end could never

1 see more reason for it than ever I yet saw, I wiLL NoT
LEAVE the Church of England as by law established WLk
THE BREATH OF GUD 1S IN MY NOSTRILS.” (See Jackson’s
wChurch and the Methodists,” page 26. Jackson was himself
a Methodist.)  The following expressions are to he found;
seattered through the writings of John Wesley :—* When we
forsake the Churel, God will forsake us’—* They that are
enemics to the Church, are enemies to me.”—¢“1 will rather
lose twenty Societies than separate from the Chareh.”—* You
cannot be too watchful against evil speaking, or too zeulous
for the poor Church of England.”—*1 live and die a member
of the Church of England, and none who regard my judgment
or udvice will ever separate from it.”"—* I bare not teparate
from the Church; I Beuieve it would be sin so to do."—How
strange is it that men will not only adopt the name of & poor
fellow creature; whereby to designate their religions ereed; but
will select or retain the name of one, whose words aud writings
are so thoroughly opposed to the sin of separation—to the sinz
ful sehism of thiose who call themselves “ Wesniyans I¥ while
they are, * in fact” * Angr- WESLEYS,”

t Sce * Sermons on the Ministry, Worship, and Doctrines

the Rev. John Wesley, at Cork, in Ireland, about two years | fully into the bosom of the Established Church, and submit
and good feeling—its invitation given when he must

before his death; and are to be found in Lis Works, vol. vii. \ to all such restrictions in the fulfilment of his office as the
London, 1831.  Mx, Wesley, writing afterwards to the Editor | government and the bench of Bishops at home shall think
have well knowp that it could not be accepted, and

of the Dublin Chronicle, somewhat overa year before his death, | necessary.”  Such is the gource of Methodist ordinations, ¢
thus strongly and solemnly recorded his impressions. “Unless | rather superintendencies.
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