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. Nature of the Vitality:
pody, confi:ced 4s @ diftin thing, as in” .-+ T hd'revel
itfelf- it is, from the two.principles of in- that' | . .
telligence and. perceprion;“differs 'in- kind = Vpounded thing,7in ons of its ‘confi

(for in refpect of excellence and nicety of

workmantbhip all comparifon were im.:
pious 5 but in kind ‘the wvegetable life of
the human ‘body differs in this ‘circum- -

Qance only) from mere clock-work,

-This mechanifm of life, in that part
which belongs to the body; fo evidént to
the anstomift and phyfician, and fo ob-
vious indeed to com:mon 'obfervation, is’
fo little repugnant to haly wric, that it is
clearly implied "in many paffages. It is
implicd in the expreffions in which Mo-
fes deferibes the animation of the firft
man ; which, though it be referred to the:

union of foul and body as a principle; is-

defcribed, however, in expreflions. whics
allude to the mechanical a&ion of the air,
entering at the noftrils, upon the pul.
monary coats. The mechanifm of life is

again molt, remarkably implied in the

verfe which immediately precedes my
text 5 inwhich the approaches of death
are defcribed as the gradual rupture of the
parts of 2.machine ; not without -particu-
lar allufion tothe true internal firacture
of the human body, and the diftin& offices
of the principal vifcera'in maindining the
vegetable life—** The filver cord loofed-=
The golden . bow! broken=—The pitcher
broken at the well—"The -wheel broken at
the ciftern.> * [ dare not in this affembly,
in which I fee myfelf (urrounded by (o
many of the mafters of phyfiology, attempt

a particular expofition of the anatomical

imagery of this extraordinary text ; left'1
fhould feem:not "t0 have taken waraing,
by the contempt which fell on that con-
ceited Greek, who had the vanity to prer

"le upom themilitary art before the con- -

qucrors of Afia, =1 thill only venture to
otfer one remark, to confirm what 1 have
1aid of the attention (not of implicit af-
--fent,” except in religious fubje&s, but of

the attention) which”is due to what the
infpired writers fay upon any fubjed,
which is this ; the'images of this text are
not cafy :to. be explained on’ any other

fuppofition, than that the writer, or the.

fpirit which guided the writer, .meant to
allude to the circulation of the blood, and
the Rruure .of the principal parts by

which it is carried  on. .And upon the .

fuppofition thae fuch allufions were in-

tended, no obfcurity, ‘1 believe, will re-.

main for the anatomift in the. whole paf-
" fage.. At any rate'it is ‘evident, that the
-approaches of death “aye defcribed in- it

as amarring of the mschine of the body -
by theifailure of its"principal parts. . And

this sinounts to an affumption of :the me-
~chanifm-of life,~in—that- part which- be-
longs to the body. o

I

- that human, life;

"

-~ Put let the philofopher in “his*tor

. . Thus by the united

© ant truths, to which' the founders
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" 'iiaﬁi;';d-“;;ﬁil'ofupli'y agrce.
‘in the whole & com-

3

itotent - -
parts is mere mechanifin.. - S
cautious, what gonjc&ures hebuild upon -
this acknowledged - truth.- *Since -human?
fife is andeniably a:co npound.of the thres; .
principles of intelligence, perception, and.: .
vegetation ;. notwithftanding that the'ses .
getable life be in-itfelf meehanicall iv will-.
by no means- be a necefary s€onclufion, - .
that a man‘muft betruly and “irrecover~
ably dead, (o foon as the figns ‘cf. this:
vegetabile life are qo longer difcesnible: in:
his body. Hefg Solomon’s opinion ‘del.
mands great attention.. He makes death:
confift in notliing lefs thin the diffolution .
of that union of foul ahd body, which Mé.! -,
fes.makes the principle of vitality. - ~And:
he fpeaks of this difunion as.a- thing fub.r;-
fequent, inthe naturgl and commbf: courfe”, .
of things, to the ceflation of the mechanizr:
cal-life of the-'body. Some fpace,-there.
fore, may intérvene ; what: the .utmoftr:
Iength of the interval in any-cale'may;
is.not determined, but-fome fpace of tim
it feem3 may intervene between the' (op-
ping of the'clockwurk of the body's:life," .
and the finithed death of the man,- by ithe, ..

-departure of the immortal fpitit. - Nowia. -

ali that interval, fince the union of the fpiz
rit to the- body -firlt fee che'machineiar -
work, if the flop’proceed ‘only 'from fome "
external’ force, -fome. reftraine upon-thei
motion of-any principal part, without de<’
rangement, damage, or decay of the orza=-
nization iifelf, the prefence of the ‘foul.in
the body will be a fufliciént “caufeto, ré=:
ftore ' the motion, if the impedimient on
can be removed,” v 0 vt

lights of revelat
and philotophy, conne@ing ‘what'is.cl
and indifputable in cach, fepdrated fron
all conj:&ure:and precariousiinference
we have deduced a proof of thofé impor:

this fociety . have been.indeed -the 8
to turn ‘the - attention - -of ‘mankind 3
namely, - .that - the-vital :principle. i may.
remain in ‘a’man, for .fume time. after
all figns of the ‘vegetable: {ife’ difaps’
pear in his body : that whathave hithery
patled,’even“among phyficians; for certain; .
figns of a'compicte death, the rigid . liriiby .
the clay-ccldifkin;. the ‘flént “pulfesithes;
breathlefs: 1ip; “theslivid-check,; the fa
Jaw, the pinched nofisil, the fixed:
eye, are uncertain " and-equivocal’y
much that 2 human body

- ¢ abit}
12t body, under all

appearances of death, is in many in

capable of refufcitation... o o)




