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! Thc only domeflic animal they have is

the d g, which. in theirianguaxe, is called

Dingo; and 2 good de-l refembles the fox
dog of England,  Thefe animals are cqual.
ly thy of us, and attached to the natives,
Orfc of them is now in the pofM.fTion of the
Gov-rnor, and tolerably well recenciledto
his new malt.r. _As the Indians fee the
diftike of the dogs 10 us, they are fometimes

mifchievous enough to'fet them on fingle:

petfans wham thcy chance to meet in the
woods. ‘A furly fellow was anc day out
fhocting, when the natives attempred to
divert thermfelves in this manner at his
expence.  ‘I'he man bore the teazing and
T goawing of the dog at his h-els for fome
time, but a: peehending at length, thit his
patience mizht embelden them 1o ufe il
further libertizs, he turned round and fhot
pror Dinne dead on the (pot; the ownas
of him fet orf with the vumoft cxpedition,
¢ ‘There is no part of the behaviour of
thefe preople that ‘has puzzied us morethan
that which relates 1o their women. Com-
paratively fpeaking we bave feen but fow
of them, and thofe have been fometimes
kept back with every fymptom of jealous
fenObility 3 and fometimes offcred with
every appearance «f courteous familiaricy.
Cautious, however, of alarming the fel-
ings of the men on fo tender a point,- we
have conftantly made a ruleof treating the
females with that diflance and -
which we judged mott lively 1o remove
any impreffion they might have received of
our intending oughr, wh.ch could give
offince on fo delicate a fubje&® 5 and fo
fuccel ful have our endeavours.begn, thae
3 quarrel on thix head has in no inflance,
thar [ know of] happcncd Thz tone of
voice of the women, which is pleafingly
foft-and fcminine; forms-a (riking con-
traft to the rough guttural pronuiftimion
of the men, Of the. other charms of the
ladies ] _thall be flent, though jullicc obli-
£es me (6 mention. th.nt, in the opinion of
foine amongit us, "they. Mhew a degiee of
timidity and bafhfulncfs. ‘which are, per-
haps infeparable from the fedrale charadler
inits rudeft ftate.
lar, that the culom of cutting off the 1wo

lowerjomts of the liule finverof the eft

hand, obferved in the Society llhnds, is
found here among the women, whe have
for the moft part. undergone this ampurat
tion, -Hithertowe have not besn.able 1o
* trace out thie caufe of this ulsge; “At firk
we fuppofed it to be peculiarito the mar-,
rTed women,- or thofe' who' ~had' borne
chsldrcn‘,.but thlSvconcluﬁon muft have
‘been étrancous;. -as. “we, haveino.,right .10
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t.0n ﬁrﬂ fcmng foot *in: tiie country;

" we were inclined to hold e Tpears.of the

- clubs of an tmmenfe fize.

.wuhour ‘this d;,(_hn@‘glpn,.,ﬂ and ~

-found that thefz fpears are not'made'inVa:

d (oo!, with which he prefently. fathion
. the fpear, and rendered it fr forufe

‘foot ferved Lim as.a work- board*ﬂx

.othcr.

ndtives very cheap. ‘Fadul experience has,
however, convinced ugy that the wound

intlicted by this weapon is n%%ga trivial-

~one;. and~that the Kill-of théndians'in-

throwing it, is far from being de‘picable. |
Befides more'than a -dozen. conviéts who *
have unaccountably difappeared, we know

that’ two, who were: ¢mployed -as ruth.

cutiers up-the harbour;- were i(from-what
caufle we ageyet ignorant) mott-dreadfully
mangled and butchered by the natives, A -
{pear had paffed cntirely throughthe thick="
efl part of the body of oneof them, though
a very roboft man, and the (kull of theios .
ther was beaten’in, . Their tools were ta-
ken away, but fomé'provifions which they
had with them at the time of " the miir~
der, and their cloaths, were left untoucha
ed. In addition to this misfortung,. two -
more convicts, who were peaceably enga<
ged in picking of greens, “in a -fpot wery
remote from that where their’ comrades- -
fuffered,were unawares attacked by a:pars - .
ty oflndlans and before they:couldierfe® -
their cfcapc. one of them was pierced by -
afpear in the hip, after which they knock=
ed him down, and plundered hiscloaths, "
The poor wreich;: tho’ drcadfullym‘ound-."
ed, made thift to crawl off,-.but:his com’ v
panion was carried away by “thefe- "barba- -
rians, and his fate douhtfui until-a’ foldn- -
cry a Tt days=afterwards, pxckcd up’his -
jacket and hat in a native’s huy; thclatte;
pierced thro ugh by a fpear.' We-havs

riably alike, fome of them being~ barbe&
like a fith gig, and others- ﬁmply pointed:
In repairing them they areno lefs dexters
ous than in throwing' them.- A ‘bréken
one being given by a L,emleman msan T
dian, he inftantly fnatched: up-an’ oyﬂe(..
Mell, and converted it with his tegtliine

pecforming this openuon, “thefoal’ofih

are their weapons-of offcncewconﬁn
the fpear only, for they hav
wooden fwords, thaped like
‘pable of infliting 2 morral. W

madc of .the. bark of. m:cs

feen-aifembled,
tion. . _An ofﬁccr oneg day met:four
them mzrchmg .¢Jong :n al revula



