08 blort/c dmcman Indmns.

: Over the, whole of this edxﬁce\were spread. the .movse;skins, coverifg.i it
at top; and’ ro&n d the sides, and; made f'ast,, 3th ‘thongs of.the. same;
except that on one sidea part was lef't unfastened, to admlt of the en-
trance'of the pnest.

“The ceremonies did: not commcnce :but, with the approach of
night. To give light within "the house, several fires were kindled
Yound the tent. - Nearly: the’ whole: vxllage assembled in. the House,
and myself atvong. the rést> It was 1ot long before the, priest 4ppear-
ed, almiost in‘a state of nakedness. .:As: he approached the tent the
skms werg lifted upy as much'as:was nécéssary to allow of his creepmg
under them ‘on’ his:hands and knees. - His head .was scarcely within -

_ side,when the'édifice, massy as-it-hasbeen deséribed; began to shake;
and the skms were no soouer.let fall, than' the .soiinds of.. nuniérous
vou,es were ‘heard:, beneath“them; some, 'yelling ;- some. barkxng as
‘dogs § some’ howhug like wolvgs:' and. in this. horrible concert were
mmgled -scredims” and Sobs, as of déspaif, anguish: dnd: the- sharpest
pain. - Articulate speech was al<o uttered, as if from. humzm hps hut
in a tongue unknown to any of the audience.. ... ...

- After some txme, these confused’ ana fmghti'ul noises were succeed-

. ed by a perfect silence; and: now-a voice, not heard . before, seemed
£0 mamfest the arrwnl ofa new - characker.in the .tent. . This was.a
fow dnd feeble s voice, ‘resembling .the ¢ry 6f i young:puppy.. The-
dound was 1o’ sponer distinguished; than all the. Tndians c!upped their
hands for jay, excimmmg, that this was the Chiet Spirit; thie TurTLE,

" the spirit;that never lied! O'ther voices, which they-had - discrimina-
‘ted from tinie ‘to’ ‘tine they had previdusly.hissed, as recogmsmrr!them
‘to-belong to evil'and lying spirits; whicli deceive, mankmd :

&« New sounﬂs'cnme from the" tents.- Durmg the Space of Ilalf an
hourya successxon of songs were heardy:in-which a diversity of voices
niet thé'éar. “¥rom his first entrance, tl" these: songs-wete: finished,”
we heard nothjng.in the- proper voice of the priest;. but; now,.he ad-
dressed the' mulutuile, declaring ‘the presence of the Grtar TURTLE, -
and the spirit’s rcndmess to answer such questxons as should be pro--

osed. .

P « The questionss were to come: ﬁom the chief of‘ the wllage, who
was. shent, however; till-after he had: put a large. quantity of ‘tobdcco
into-the tént, mtroducmg it at the' aperture.‘ This, was a sacrifice, -
offered to flie spirit; for spirits'are supposed by the Indians to be as
fond'of 1 tobacco as themselvés. - The tobacéo accepted; he desired the
priest to enqiire- svhéther or not the “English were preparing .to make
siariupon the Indians?, and, whether or not there were at Tort ngu- :
xa: a large, number of B Enghsh ‘troops?

& % These, questlons ‘havingbeen, ,put by the prlest, tTe tent mstantly
shook 3. and for.some. s'econda n&er, it continued fo. Tock so vnolently,
thag [ expected to see it levelled . with ihe ground. All" this was a

: pre!ude. as I su} bposed,, to the. answets to Be given ;, but, a terrific cry
announced, with suﬂicnent xntelhglbxhty, the departure of the Tun.

o quarter of an hour elapsed m sxlence, and Iw Jmpauemly
to. dlscovcr what was to_be the next ingic nt, in this scene of i Jmpos-
ture, - It conisisted in the réturn of the spirit, whose vo:ce was nfrmn'




