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THE SESSION.

The session of Parliament just clesed, withont
being particularly eventfui, bas proved quite
important in several respects. The war of
pariies was not waged te any extent, the Oppo-
sition contenting itself with a proper vigilance
over rules and procedure. The main lines of the
Government policy, having bLeen epproved by
the people at the last elections, it would have
been idle to run a tilt either against the tariff,
or the Canadian Pacitic Railway, or the North-
West laud system. On the other hand, the
Government were notsupine. They readily con-
sented to mike snch meodifications in the tariff
as would meet the wishes of certain Uranches of
the trade and placed a certain number of articles
on the free list. While the Finance Minister's
statement aunounced the existence of a large
surplus, there was no disposition on Sir Leonard
Tilley's part to hoard that treasure, but he will-
ingly consented to distribute a pertion of it in
aid of public works in the different Provincea.
We are not quite clear in regard to the policy of
Federal subventions to Provineinl wants, bat
pending the fainre discussion of this question,
which is bouud to come up sooner or later, and
in view of the evident leaning of Parliament in
that direction, the Government may be said to
have done a wize ard patriotic act in assisting
several lines of Provincial railway, and relieving
the Harbor Commissioners of Montreal and
Quebec. We fear there will be just ground of
complaint against the License Bill. It was
manipulated in too many ways, and should not
have been kept back to the closing days of the
session. The question is a large one, and now !
that it has been placed by the Privy Council
under the jurisdiction of the Federal Parliament,
it should be thoroughly elaborated before it
passes into law. The reports of the Ministers
and the whole tenor of the proceedings showed
eonclusively that the country isin a prosperous
condition, and the change for the better inau-

BASE METAL IN HIGHER EDUCATION.

When a silly king was compelled to resort to
something like highway robbery in the country
he was soon to betray and abandon, his method
of spoliation was somewhat scientific. Jumes
was, indeed, desperately impoverished, when he
crossed from France to Ireland. He must have
money, or what would answer as a sufficient
subsatitute, until his greed was satisfied. So he
ordered that the old brass, copper, pewter, etc.,
lying around ‘the primitive kitchens of those
days, be brought to his mints at Dublin and
Limerick, to be coined. Pots and kettles,
skewers and strainers, ancient firelocks and
rusty spear-heads, cracked .bells and shivered
cymbals, were carted to tha royal miracle shop,
and, impressed with the royal visage, became
monsy., Whoso declined to accept it as an
equivalent for his kine or his clan, — for men
were needed as well as cattle, — fell iuto the
clutches of the royal robber, and suflered pains
and torturés no longer enforced, albeit some of
them are doubtless still on the statute books.
The coiners thought the mixture might aver-
age & fﬁw\peuce. to the pound ; and, when the
coward king was gone, six millions pound ster-
ling of the trash remained as the richest trea.
sure of the forlorn realm. About the same time,
virtue-prating fellows in Massachusetts were
countetfeiting the ‘“wampumpeng’ money of
the Commonwealth, demenstrating thus the
superiority of their piety and brains over those
of the red men, who used ouly genuine peri-
winkle and elam shells.

Awple precautions are now universally in
vogue to keep pure the tilthy lucre said 1o be
the root of all evil ; but little care is exercised
in protecting from the debaser and the counter-
feiter the source, next to virtue itself, of all
good in this wotld, — knowledge. In that
commonwealth, evervthing has a chance of
passing for coin which has a stawp upon it
and the most eflicient alloy is brass.

The American recently lamented the passing
awsy of the old time academy, taught by men
graduated from Contineatal or British universi-
ties, and desizned to give capable lads a tho-
rough preparation for college, a ccurse in which
in every age amd country but ours, has been
the essential preliminary 1o medicine, law, or
theology. In our ccuntry and our day, a man
need know little more than the English primer
to enter any of the professions and make money
in it ; but the fifth pumber oi the ** Statistical
Abstract of the United States’ throws a flood
of light on the counterfeits which have taken
the place of the honest and learned, simple and
sincere, academy,—institutions over whose por-
tals high sounding naaes are read, and whose
gilded pretensions surpass those of the great
mediaval mob universities.

It appears by the census that there are three
hundred and sixty two higher {ustitutions of
learning in the United States, — an increase of
sixty four in ten years. The instiucrors in
them number 4,369, and the students 62,435,
The estimated value of the grounds, buildings
and apparatus is forty million dollars : and their
libraries ar: valned at two million dollars ; the
receipts from tuition were sbout §2,000,000 in
1881, and & sum slighily in excess of thig
acerned from productive fupds. It is note.
worthy that of these temples of letters, many of
themn *‘universities,” and none of them less
than a **college,”’ California has eleven, Ten.
nesses Lineteen, Illinois twenty-eight, Towa
eighteen, Missouri sixteen, ludiava tifiven,
Kentucky fourteen, and Ohio thinty six, agaipst
twenty-sesen in New York., The resplendent
spot ix the District of Columbia ; it boasts of no
less than five. Dut, when ene has counted
about « dozen schools in the entire country
justly entitled to the designation of eollege or
university, the question arises: ** What are
all the others I'"  Are there not three hundred
and fifty more universities and colleges, and is
not the American youth the most erudite that
walks the ylanet ? Does not every American
parent, whose hopeful is pgrowing his virgin
beard in ¢ne of these three hundred and fifty,
feel that the boy will some day receive the en.
comium visited on Thomas Aquinas: “‘The
radiant gem of the clergy, the flower of doctors,
the most spotless and exalted mirror of our
University of Paris, shining with the effulgence
of his life, teaching and farue, like aresplendent
morning star "

It is not, indeed, a theme for jest or satire ;
for these spurious universities aud sham colleges
work serious and lasting evil, They lower the
standard and iojure the reputation of learning ;
they spread shullow pretension, and send into
indigence and seclusion genuine scholarship;
they shield fraud behind the lecturer's desk,
and enthrone charlatanism in the pulpit ; they

gurated in 1879 has not been ephemera], but
permanent. What is now wanted to perfect the
work ig continuous and harmonicus co-operation
for the next four or five years, at the end:
of which time, we will bave had time to con-
golidate. It is of special importance that the '
tide of immigration shonld be kept rolling in.
At the present rate of increment, the supply
will soon equal the demand, and then the pro-
blem of labour will be partially solved. In a

i

young country like this, with such vast areas,
and so few hands, assistance from abroad is im-
perative, and we are glad to see that it is com-
ing. Altogether, the outlook is cheerful, and
Canada sppears to be on the onward path.

are crowding incompetency and crimipal i?;no-

: rance into medicine ; they are robbing the plow,

the forge, the mine, the tailor’s goose, and the
barber’s brush, of highly avsilable recruits,
They are imposing on the judicial bench mwen
who would honor the bench of the carpenter;
and into ribbons and laces, hosiery and hair
goods, their failures drop back, to crowd out
women and starve their own families. These
shams attract by their trumpeta and tinsel an
immense number of boys whose welfare wonld
be promoted by keeping them in agriculture or
apprenticing them in the wseful arts; and their

rnicious influence has rendered almost dis-
onarable the following of any mechanical
avocation. We are paying high wages to the
skilled artisans of Switzerland, Belgium,
Franco end (iermany, while too many eof our
own men are sentenced to poverty or crime by

these fraudulent colleges, which only make
them unfit to earn & good living at anything.

They have, it is true, their comiesl aspect,
and to read the curriculum of many of them is
to be provoked to hearty laughter, They teach
everything, of course. One prospectus reveals
that'in the preparatory department the student
may learn ** orthography, spell_mg,"otyu_\ology,
prosody, grammar and rhetoric ; while the
categoty of sciences and tongues imparted in its
higher ~forms makes the head swim. Their
¢+ professors ” are often men who never saw the
interior of a college, and who are ladicrously
uninformed. ludeed, the very term, *‘ profes
sor,"’ has lost its intrinsic value ‘and tmdltm{ml
significance, and is now magnanimously app}md
to the chiropodist, the manicure, the dancing.
master, the juggler, the dog-fancier, and the
pugilist. The houorary ** degrees” of some of
these mints of base coin are scattered about
with a freedom singularly consistent with their
worth ; the D.D.’s incfude nearly everybody
with good preaching lungs, and the LL.D."s are
not restricted to persons well acquainted with
Vattel, or even with Lindley Murray. DBut,
while this is very ridiculous, it is also very
pitiable ; for it promotes dishonesty, iutellec
tual, moral and commercial.

The offect of this system of sham is seen
conspicuously in the overloaded course of study
in the public schools. If the so-called ‘“‘uni-
versity * can make an A. B, in two years, an
A, in three, and an LL.D. in twenty four
houry, the yprimary school must be up and
doing. The emulative instinct is one of the
strongest, and the child must be **father of the
man.” So, in the few years that most American
children can remain on the bruches, they must
absorb — heaven help them ! — wore suljects
than were spoken of in Plate’s groves. They
must at leas{ pretend to grasp everything that
Aristotle kuew, and be more learned in their
own conceit than was Secrates. - The result is
everywhere visible. The boys leave the public
schools with the worst possible hand}vri:mg.
with not enough arithmetic to compute interesr,
and with no practical understanding of Foylish
grammar. The time they should have sprnt on
these fundamentals of knowledge, has teen
frittered away in absurd efforts to tLecome
Crichtons. They bave been given counterfleits
of even the clam shells. Their money is not
current beyond the reaim in which it has been
coined out of sounding brass sud tinkiing eym-
bals. It is bigh time that educatioual seformers
procecded earnestly to purge the vountry of the
nniversities and colleges, and to climizate from
the primary schools the supernuwerary studies
which bar the way of knowledge.

M.FOS.

GOVERNOR TILDEN'S HOUSE.

During the last two years extensive altera-
tions and additions have been going on at Nos,
14 and 15 at Gramercy Park, New York eity,
the residence of Ex-Gavernor Samuel I, Tilden.
These iinprovements are not yet finished, and
probably will not be until next spring.  Mean.
while the Governor has been ovenpying his coun.
try house, Girevstone, in the vicinity of Yonkers,
on the North River, though coming down to the
city at frregular intervals, lor a few hours, to
superintend the progress of the work, or to keep
appointments with friends,

No. 15, Grawerey Park has scquired a na-
tional celebrity by reason of the events that
teok place there during a memerable Presiden-
tial camypaige, and the visitor who has not en-
tered it since that time will find fow changes,
except in the dining-renm, which is now catire-
Iy transforined.  But the Governor hng aliad to
it the adjoining heuse, No. 14, Gramerey Park,
has torn down the front walls of both houses,
and in their place has put o freely adapted
Gothie fagade of Belleville avd Carlyle stones,
adorned with many irophies of the sculptor's
art, and provided with two entrances, a f:'_-m-ml
one and a library one,  Among these sculptured
trophies are wedallion healds of Milton, Shak-
speare, Dante, Franklin, and Columbus, ent out
of Belleville stone, near one of the two double.
story bay-windows; high-reliel heads of the
four seasons in the brackets of the principal
portico ; and a low.relief head of Michael
Angelo on the key-stone of the arch of the se-
condary entrance. These works of art were mo-
deNed in this city, and are of no erdimary
merit.

We enter by the principal entrauce, at No,
15, Gramercy*Park, and after stepping int> the
main hall, find "everything as formerly, with a
single exception—the staiued glass of the inner
vestibule doors, where Mr. John Lafarge has
produced some simple, beautiful, and very same
results. A large mirror at the left of these doors
and a small one at the right make the cifect
fourfold : while looking into them you sce four
double doors with stained.glass decorations.
But the black walnut staircase and door trim-
wmings, the white marble floor, say sixteen fect
wide and forty-five feet Jong, and the rear hall,
with its butler's pantry and its kitclien stairs,
are unchanged. Z\'or in the drawing-reom and
the old library, into which the main hall opens
by double doors, do we see any alterations.
T¥2eae apartments have scdulously preserved
their identity. The austere simplicity of the
drawing-room—austere as modern drawing-room
go—with its painted walls of a neutral mono-
chrome, its conventionally frescoed ceiling, its
largo but unobstrusive brass chandelier, its two
book-cases filled chiefly with masgive volumes
like Brydell's Shakespeare Illustrations, the

Houghton Gallery, and Les Noces de Raphael,
that stand three feet high bebind glass doors,
its black walnut farniture covered with garnet
plush, is unrelieved by oil-paintings, or bric-a-
brac, or knickknacks, although special mention
is dus to the graceful statue of Flora in white
marble, her extended left hand holding a rose-
bud, her right hand pressing her breast with a
bunch of the same flowers, her atlitude ny if she
had just alighted from above, while a brisk wind
is blowing behind her the ends of the gauzy
drapery that covers but scarcely conceals her
very pretty figure ; and also to the marble bust
of the Governor himself, which stands opposiie,
diagonally acress the room. As for the old li-
brary behind the drawing-room, its black wal-
nut furnitedo ,with dark green plush, aud in
some instances with light green rep, its oanken
book-cases ten feet high, almost entirely hiding
the wall spaces, its large oblong writing table,
also of oak, cavered with green baize, on which
the many ink-spots spesk of much usage, and
with pamphlets and foolscap MS., are by ne
means extraordinary. A bust of Cicero on ona
side of the room looks across the table upon a
bust of Molidre ; and in one of the book-cases
appear the Encyclopadio Britannica, the Edin-
burgh Eacyclopadia, full sets of the Banker's
Magnzind agd™of Hunt's Merchants' Magazine,
Bohu's Classical Library complete, Scott's
novels, poems, ete,, in perhaps eighty 12mo
volumes, Burne, Akenaide, Choucer, Spencer,
Miltou, Collins, Churehill, Swift, and Thomson
side by side, with Bryant, Rogers, Michael Ane
gelo, Tennyson, Shakeapeare, Pope, Bacon, and
Johnson below.  Another book-case is devoted
chieily to histery —to Alison, Freeman, Pulgrave,
Hallam, Smollett, Leeky, Hume, Grote, Gibbon,
and Bunsen; to Froude, Milman, Niebuhr,
Rawlinson, Rollin, aud Curting ; and still ano-
ther, to the New York Statutes a! Large, and
law.books, the Gavernor's law library proper,
one of the largest and best in the country, being
in his down-town office. The surroundings of
these interesting volumes are the reverse of
shawy : a frescoed ceiling above, a worn tapestry
cirpet below, and four walls tinted o pale
green.

But this library opens into a thirty.thousand-
dollar dinning-room. And the remarkable thing
about the costly aparitent is the quictude of its
beanty : “decaration that allures and chnrms, ap.
pealing neither to the sense of wonder nor to
the love uf no‘se.  ‘Fhe general tone of this very
artistic banqueting chamber iz that of sutin.
wood, aithouzh the wainscoting to a height of
four feet is of black walnut, as are also the two
sidefoards agaiust the ensteru wall, together
with the farniture.  Above the wainscoting the
wall spaces are filled with a series of panuels of
carved satin-weod placed side by side and ex-
tending entirely around the room, each about
five fret high by two anda half fret wide ; above
these panels is a plain belt of satin woad, from
which protrude many gas jots ; above the belta
diapered fricze of satin-wood, say two feet wide
above the frisze a band of bine tiles, four innhea
wide, conneeting with the satin wood aud blue
tiles of the ceiiing.

After vesting itself on the mellow ivory tone
of the satin-wocd, the eye is attracted first of
all by the wosd-carving of the juxtapossd panels,
which the architect hos treated as good pictures
that deserve place on “the line.”  Pictnres in-
dead they may be catled, sicee their subjeets of
hir(l‘s, Jeuves, and Bowers manifest true pietorial
feeling, and are treated in all the stoges from
the grave of realisin to the gay of impressicnism,
yet always yresenting sowme aspect that shows
the artist to have Leen intent in reproducing
the processes of Nature rather than ber forms.
Here, in_oue panel, appears a serpent coilud
abant a bind, amdst athick abundanee of leaves,
burries, and flowers, while two bitds near one
corner and three birds near another corner witeh
the fate of their comrade, Sevasal matters of
technique are 1> be noticed, The first watter
is the roughness of the ground on which these
aninale, leaves, berries, and flowers are eut.
Suppose the ground were plain and flats in that
case the animaly, leaves, burirs, and flowars
woull srem to be stuck on, whether they really
wete 80 or not, amd the pictorial cffuct of the
carving as o whole be lost, The second is the
gilding of the ground, so as to heighten the
aoffect of thc tone of the satin-wood. This gild~
ing appears also in the diapered fricze and in
the carvings of the ceiling, and ita color value
is precisely that of a warwer old ivary, The
third is the solidity and secutity of the carv--
ings, owing to the fact that the artist has re-
frained from uader.cutting them. No ordiuary
heat will crack, warp, or chip these works of art.
The fourth is the lowness of the rolief, which
gives to their appeal a pleasing nir of modesty
and mystery.

The visitor, indeed, is sure to feel the moral
modesty and mystery of this thirty-thonsand
dollar dining-rocm ; und when he turns his aye
toward the ceiling, which is divided trausverscly
by four beams of satin woed, and then into oc.
tagonal panels of blue encuustic tiles eight inches
square framed in satin-wood, the modesty and
mystery are foumd there too. The abundant
light from the large mullion-window and tha
lurge bay window on the south sids causes the
surface of the tiles to shimmer and change en..
chantingly from a blne that is almost sapphire
to a blue that s almost gray, and the old ivory
tone of the satin-wood is heightened agnin by
the application of gilt to the grounds of the
carvings. [u a large centia! panel of satin-weod,
from which the chandelier dopends directly over
the oblong dining-table, the carvings are of fruit,

and somewhst bold, sinco too distant to be




