. Ina dblue cléud‘

‘k To puff the weed nicotian,
My fancy takes & dreamy pathway

" ‘Which frecs me of unweloime thoughts

- Rise to the gentle woain

" Perfect contentment gently southes the soul.

deck, with feelings far from satisfactory.
. were moored against the bank at Aba Yilla, the

. set to action,
- ture of that girl now{ Upon my word ] was
¢ falling in love with a Ghaziyah't "
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' THE PIPE OF PEACE.

Breathed out frum lips accusiumed

Through the atmosphenc vevan, :

And lightly rests upon the bowl-ly furmace, .
Where is concoetaed subtly, the paotion, eare repelling,
That in us seek a dwoelling.
The clowdless feathery, .
of the helghts aerial,
To attain realns sympathetie,

And there outspread and form a erown imperisd,
Alien currents i

Tinged with jealousy unkind,

Some restless flakes of azure vlond seduvee,

They'd fain the ¢alm evmpanionship rednee,

But from their solace fount,

Continuonsly.

Other new-born fairy masser monnt.

And approach their woakened sisters sinuousiy @
Thas ever reinfeonced. the spreading crown
Perntestos the resisting, but vet yiebling element,
Till o'er me oats 2 fleey canapy,
Nurtured and streugthened by the slender filawment,
Wavy and odorous, issuing frm the bowl

Care’s troublings did g sioee completely cease,
Can'st womder 1 am wedded te my loving pipe of
peace.
Musgosn.

MY NEW YEAR'S EVE AMONG
THE MUMMIES.

BY 20 ARBURTHNGT WILSON,

1 hare been a wanderer and a vagabond on
the face of the earth for s good many years now,
and 1 hsve certrinly had some odd adventures
in my time; but ] can sssure you, I neverspent
twentyv-four queerer hours than these which 1
rassed some Iwelve months since iu the great
unopened Pyramid of Abu Yilla.

The way | ot there was itself a very strange
one. | had come to Egypt fora winter tour
with the Fiur-Simkinses, o whose daeghter
Fditha I was at that precise moment engaged.
Yeu will probablvy remember that old Fiiz.
Simkins belongad originslly to the wealthy
firm of Simkinson & Stokee, worshipful vint-
ners ; butwhen the senior partoer retired from
the business and got his knighihood, the
Uogllege of Heralds opportanels sdiscovered that
his ancesters haid changed their fine old Norman
name for its Foglish equivalent some time sbont
the reign of King Richard 1. : and they imme-
diately anthorized the old prutleman to resume
the pairosymic and the armorial tearings of
his distinguished forefathers. It's really quite
astonishing how often these curious coinciden.
ces crop up at the College of Heralds.

Of course it was a great catch for a Jandless
and briefless barrister like myself-—dependent
on a small fortane in South American srcuri-
tiry, and my precarious carnings as a writer of |
borlesqie—1o secare such a valuable property ay
Faitha Fitz-Simkins, To be sure, the girl was
undeniably plain; but ! have known plainer
girls than she was, whom forty thousand ponnds
converted into My Ladis: and if Bditha
hadn't veally fallen over head and cars in love
with me, 1 suppese old Fiiz Simkins would
never have cousented to such a match, As it

night grows hotter and hatter still. At last, 1
can stamd it no longer. 1 risa np, dress myslf
lightly, sud jump ashore to find some way of
passing the time. :

Yonder, neross the flat, lies the great an-
opened Pymmid of Aba Yilla.  We am going
to-morrow to climb to the top: but 1 would
take a turn 10 recounoitre in that direction now.
1 walk across the moonlit felds, my soul atill
divided betwéen Fditlm and the Ghaziyah, and
at prosch the solomn mass of huge, sntiquated
granite blocks standing out so grimly agaiust
the pale horizon. | feel half awake, half usleeyy,
and altogether feverish; but | poke about the
base in an aimless sort of way, with & vague idea
ihat 1 may perhaps ~discover by chance the
secret of its sealed entmnce, which hias ere now
batlled so wany pertinacions explorers and
learned Egyptolegists.

As 1 \v:d!c along the hase, 1 member old
Herodotus's story, like s page from the * Ars-
bian Nights,” of how King Rhampsinitus buili
himself a treasury, wherein one stone turned on
a pivot like a door | and how the builder availed
himself of this his cunning device to steal gold
from the king's storchouse. Suppose the en-
trance to the unopened Pymamid should be by
such a door. It wonld be curions if 1 should
chance to light upon the very spot.

I stood in the broad mwoonlight, near the

north-east angle of the grent pile, at the tweltth
stoue from the corner. A ramdom faney struck
me, that 1 might turn this stone by pashing it
inward on the left side. [ leant against it with
aJl my weight, and tried to move it on the ima-
ginary pivot.  Did it give way a fraction of an
tnch ! No, it must have been mere fancy. Let
me try again.  Sarely it is yielding ! Gracious
{1sitis, it has moved an inch or more ! My heart
twats fast, either with fever or excitement, and
[ try a thind time. The rust of centuries vn the
pivet wears slowly off, and the stone turns
pondernusly round, giving access to a low dark
passage,
It must kave been madnpess which led me to
enter the forgotten corrider,alone, without torch
or mateh, at that hour of the evening; but st
any rate, | entered. The passape was 11l enough
for a man to walk erect, and }J could feel, as 1
groped slowly along, that the wall was composeid
of smooth polished granite, while the floor
sloped away downward with a slight bat regalar
descent. | walked with trembling heart and
faltering feet for some forty or fifty vards down
the mysterious vestibule : and then 1 felt myself
breught suddenly to a standstill by a block of
stone placed right across the pathway. [ had
had nearly enough for one evening, and [ was
prepared to return to the boat, agog with my
new discovery, when my attention was suddenly
arrested by ap incredible, a perfectly miraculous
faet. ,

The blevk of stone which. barred the passage
was faintly visible as a square, by weans of &
stragling belt of light streaming through the
seams. There must be a lamp or other flame
burniog within.  What if this were 2 door like
the outer one, leading into s chamber perhaps
inhabited by some dangerouns band of ovicasts?
The light was a sure evidence of human occa.

was, however, we had ilirted so openly and so
desperately during the Srarboroegh srason, that |

it would have Ynen dithenls for Sir Peter to | for ages.

pation : and yet the outer door swung rustily
on its pivot a5 though it had pever been opened
I paused a moment in fear before 1

break it off; and so | had come to Egypt on a ! ventured to try the stone : and then, urged on
tour of insurance to secure my prize, following ; once more by some insane impolse, | turned the
in the wake of my future mother-in-law, whose | massive block with all my might to the left. It
lungs were supposed to require a genial climate | gave way slowly like its neighbour, and finally

though in my private opinion they were really
~as creditable a pair of pulmonary appendeges as
gver drew breath,

apened ioto the central hall,
Never as iong as I live shall | forget the

i ecstasy of terror, astonishment, and blank dis-

Nevertheless, the course of our true love did ¢ may which seized upon 1wé when [ stepped into

not rup so smoothly e might have been expect-

! that seemingly enchanted chamber.
ed. Fditha found me lss anlent than a de- i light fint burst u

A blaze of
n my eyes, from jets of gua

i

voted :quire should be; and on the very last | arranged in regular rows tier above tier, npon

night of the old year she pet up a regulation

} the columns and walls of the vast apartment.

lovers’ quarrel, becatse 1 had speaked away | Huge pillars, richly painted with red, yellow,

from tbe .boat that afternoon, under the guid-
ance of our dragoman, to witness the seductive
performances of some fair Ghawazi, the dancing
girl of a neighboring own.
out heaven only knows, for | gave that ruscal
Dimitd five plastres to hold his tongue ; but
she did find it out somehow, and chose to regard
it as an offence of the firnt magnitade © 2 mortal
sin only to be expiated by three days of penance
and huwmilistion, ‘

I went to hed that night, in my haminock on
We

most pestiferous bole between the cataracts and
the Delta. The musquitues were worse than

. the ordinary mosquitoes of Egypt, and that is
. saying a great deal,

The heat was opprewive
even at night, and the malaria from the lotus
beds rose like b palpable mist before my eyes.
Abave all, [ was getting doubtful whether
Editha Fitz-Simskins might not slip between
my fingers. | felt wretched and feverish ; and
yet | had delightful interlusive recollections, in
between, . of that lovely ‘little Ghaziyah, who
danced that exquisite, marvellous, entrancing,
delicious, and awfully oriental dance that | saw
in the aiternoon, o 5 :

. By Jdove, she was a8 beantifu! cresture. Eyes
like two full moons ; hair like Milton's Pense.
roso ; moviruents like a'poem of Swinburne's
I Editha were only a faint pic-’

Then the morquitoes came agiin.” Buzz—
buzz—buzz, 1 make a lunge at the Joudest and
biggest, a sort of prima donna in their infernal
opera. | killed the prima donna, but ten more
abrill performers come in 'its place. - The fiops
eroak dismally in the ‘reedy- shallows. The

How she found it !

blue, and green decorations, stretched in endlesy
succession down the dazzling aisles. A floor of
wlished syenite ‘reflected the splendour of the
{amps, and afforded a base for red granite
sphinxes and dark purple images in porphyry of
tgle cat-faced goddess Pasht, whose form | knew
so-well at the Louvre and the British Museum,
tut 1 had no eyes for any of these lesser marvels,
being wholly sbsorbed in the greatest marvel
of all : for there, in royul state and with mitred
head, a living Egyptian king, surronnded b
his coiffured conrt, was banquetinf; in the fles
upon a real throne, before a table
Memphian delicacies !

1 stood " transfixed with awe and amazement,
my tougue and my feet ulike forgetting their
office, and my brain whirling round and round,
as | remember it used to whirl when my health
broke down utterly at Cambridge after the Clas,
sical Tripos. | guzed fixedly ‘at the. strange
pictare before me, taking in all its details in a
confused. way, yet quite incapable of nnderstand-
ing ot realizing any part of its true import. |}
saw the king in the centre of the hall, raised on
a throne of granite inlaid with gold ‘and ivery;
his- head :crowned -with the peaked cap of Ka-
mesey, and ; his “curled hair flowing down his
shoulders in a st and formal frizz. | saw priests
and warriors on either sidé; dressed in the cos-
tumes which-] had often earefully noted in our
great colléctions ; while bronze-skinned roaids,:
with" light garments round 'their  waists, and
limbs | displayed .in °gracefol - picturesquenoss,
waited’ upon them, half ‘nude, as: in""thé‘f::_;i
;aipti_ngs :which we. hid ‘lately ‘examined . at

rnak and Syene. ['saw the ladies, clotked:
fiom ‘head 'to foot -in dyed linen garments; sit.
ting apart in the back -ground, banqueting by
themselves at a separate table ; while dancing

1laden with |

girls, like older represontatives of my yoster.
nooun {riemls, the Ghawazi, tambled bofore them
iu strange aititudes, to the music ol fonr-string-
od harps amd lovg stenight pipes. . o short, !
beheld ns in'a drenm the whole druwma of avety-
day Egyptian royal lile, ph\gig\g itwel{ out auyw
under wy eyes, in its real original properties and
personnges. ‘ :

tiraduslly, as | looked, 1 becamo aware that
wy hosts wero no less nuvprived at the appear-
ance of their anachronistiv guest than was the
guest himself at the strange living panorama
which moet his eyes.  In & moment muvic and
dancing ceased ; the banquet pansed in - its
course, and the King and his nobles stood up in
uudisguised astonishment to survey the strauge
intnider,

Some minutes passed before anyone moved
forward on either side. At lasta yuun§ giri of
royal appearnce, yet strangely resembling the
tihaziyab of Abu Yilla, aml wealling in part
the laughing maiden in the foreground of Mr.
Long's great eauvas at the previsus Acaademy,
stepped out before the throng. ) )

“May 1 sk yon,” she maid in Ancient
Egyptian, ““who you are, and why yon come
hither to disturb us 2"

1 was never aware before that 1 spoke orun.-
denstood the langunge of the hieroglvphics; yet
I found [ had not the slightest ditficulty in
comprehending or answering her qaestion, Teo
say the truth, Ancient Egyptian, though an
extremely tough tongue to decipher in its
written form, becomiey as easy as love-making
when spoken by a pair of lips like that Uhara-
onie prinerss’s, It iy really very wmmuch the
same as Eaglish, pronouneed in a rapid and
somewhat indefinite whisper, and with sl the
vowels lefy out.

*1 beg ten thousand pardens for my intru-
sion,” 1 anawered apologetically ; **but 1 did
uot know that this Pyramid was inlabited, or 1
should not have entarvd your residence so ruds.
Iy, Asfer the points you wish to know, | am
an English tourist, and you will find my name
upon this cand ;" saying which | handed her
one from the case which | had fortunately put
into my pocke:, with concilistory politetiess.
The princess examined it clowely, dut evidently
did not understand itsimport,
 **In return,” [ continned, * may 1 ask you
in what aggust presence 1 now find mymil by
accident ¥’

A court official stosd forth {rom the throng,
and answered in » st heraldic tome: * In the
presence of the illustrious mouarch, Brother of
the Sup, Thothmes the Twenty-seventh, king
of the Eighteenth Dynasty.”

** Salnte the Lord of the World,” pot in an-

other ofticial in the same regulation drone.
. I'bowed low to his Majesty, aud stepped out
into the hall. Apparently my obeisance did
not come up to Fgyptian standands of courtesy,
for & suppressed titter broke audibly frum the
ranks of brounze-skinned waiting women. But
the king graciously smiled at my attempt, and
turning to the urarcst vobleman observed in a
voice of great sweetness and self-contained ma-
jesty: ‘“This stranger, Umbos, ia certainly &
very curious person. | His appearance does not
at al! resemble that of an Ezhiapinn or other
savage, nor does he look like the pale faced
sailors who come to uy from the Achaian land
beyond the sea. His feataros, 1o be sure, are
not very ditferent from theirs ; but his extra-
ordimrLand siogularly juartistic dress shows
him to belong to some other batbaric race,”

1 glanced gown at my waiatooat, and saw that
I was: wearing my tourists check smit, of grey
and mud eolor, with which & Bond street tailor
had sopplied me just before leaving town, s
the latest thing cut in fancy tweeds. Fvidently
thear  Egyptiaus must bave a very corions
standard o} takte not to admire our pretty and
graceful style of male attire,: -~ '

** 1 the dust beneath your Majesty's feet may
venture upon a suggestion,” put in the officer
whom the king mlﬁl&cﬂ, “1 would hiot that
this young man is probably a stray visitor (rom
the atterly nncivilized lasnds of the North, The
heaidgear which be carries in his hand obviously
betrays an Arctic habitat.”

I had iustinctively-taken off my round felt
in the first moment of surprise, when { found
mysell in the midst of thiv strange throng, and
I was standing now in a somewhat embarrassed
posture, holding it awkwardly before me like a
shield to protect my chest. )
k_"l»zt. the strauger cover himseolf,"’ said the
ing,

£ Parbarian-intruder, cover yourwelf,”” cried
the heralld. I notived throughout that the king
never directly addressed anybody save the high-
ar officials aronnd him. , :

I pot.on my hat as desired. ** A most un-
comfortable and. silly forin of tiam indeed,”
said the great Thothines. ‘ :
- ¥ Very unlike your noble and awe-inspiring
mitre, Lion of Fgypt,” anawered Ombos,

. ¢ Ask the stranger ltis name,” the king con-

tinned. - S ‘ : S
"It was useless to offér another cand, so ¥
mentioned it in & clear voice. : .

“An uncouth aud almost unpronounceable

designation truly,” commented his Majesty to
the (irand. Chamberlain. beside bitn: :  Thewe
aavages spoak strange hmguagu, widely different.
from the flowihg tongue of Memnon: and Sesos-
tris.” i ‘ :

| The clinmberlain bowed his assent with thres

low gennfiexions. . 1. began  to- feel a little
abashed at thexe personal remarks, and 1almost
think  (though T shouldn't like it to be men-

tioned in tha Temple) that a blush rose to my
olieek. . o o ;

“The heantiful princesi; wha had: bsen stan.
ing tear wme moanwhils i an. atiitude of
statunsquin . rapase, - pow- appearad iinxious to
change the eurront.of the vonveraation. ¥ Dy
father,” she walil with a veapectful fuclination,
** aurely the stranger, barbarian though he be,
cannot relish smch pointed alludons to his per.
soisind contumne; - We must ot him fenl the
grace and . delicacy . of E{g)‘mi:\u refinement,
Then he may perbapt carry back with him some
faint echo of jtx cultured beauty to his north.
ern wilis,”

4 Nonsouse,  Hatason, **  replied  Thothmes
NXVIIL testily. **Savages have no feelings,
anil they ure as incapable of approciating Fgyvp-
tian seuaibility -as the chtiering crow ig inca.
pable of attaining the dignitied reserve of the
sacred crocmdile,” - ~

' Your Majesty in wistaken,” | said, recover.
ing my self-possession. graduaily and realizing
my position ua a - frecbora Fuglishman before
the vourt of & foreign despot-—though | mua
allow ‘that | felt  rather less confident than
usual, owing to the fact that we wors ot topre-
sented in the Pyramid by a British Cousal.—t |
nur an Fuglish toneist, a visitor from s mndern
land whoss civilization (ar suepusses the rude
eultinre of varly Egypt: and 1 am accustomed 1o
resprotful treatment fron all ather nation.
wlities, as becomes a eitizen of the First Nasal
Power in the World.”

My anawer createdd a profound impression.
o has spoken te the Brother of the Saa,”
cried Cinboe in evident perturhation. ¢}
must be of the Blood Royal it his owu teibe, or
he would never have darrd to do s

“Otherwise,” added a parson whase dreas |
recogniz=d as that of a priest. ** he must be
offered  up in expiation o Amon Fa imme-
distely.”

An arule | am a decently truth{ul person, bng
under these alarming circomstances | veotured
to tell a alight 8b with an air of nonchalaut
boldoess, *‘1 am & yoanger brother of sur
reigning king,' 1 said withoot a moment’s hexi.
tation ; for there was nobody present to gainnay
me, and 1 tried to wlve my consciense by re.
flecting that at eny rste [ was only claiming
cousanguinity with an imagioary personage.

““In that cavwe,” said King Thathmes, with;
more geniality in his tour, ** thete can b no
imptopriety in wy addressing you pessanally,
Wil you take a place at our table next to wv .
seif, aml we van couverw together without in.
terrapting a2 banquet which must be brief
enaitgh in Any aircamstances ! Hatason, iy
dear, Yon may veat yourmell next to the barbar.
ian prince.”

1 felt » visible swelling 1o the proper dimen.
aion ot & Royal Highness an [ st down by the
kiog's right hand. The nobles revumed their
piaces, the branze-skisned waitreses ieft olf
stauding like soldiers in a row and staring
straight at my humble welf, the gobiets went
round once mare, . aud 2 comely mabd sugu
broaght meat, bread, {mits, and date wine,

All this time 1 was natarally burning with
curiosity tu inguire wha my strange hosts nghe
be, and how they had preserved their exis-
ence for so many centurnies in this undiscovered
hall; but '] wasobliged ta wail gotil T had satis.
fied his Majesty of my own pationality, the
means by which 1 had entered the pyramid, the
general state of affairs throughout the worhd at
the present moment, and ity thousand sther
malters of a similer sort, Thathines atierly 1o-
fused to believe 1y relterated assertion that our
existing civilization waa far saperior to the
Egvptian ; “ becauss,”” said he, ** [ wee from your
dreas that yoar nation is ntzerly devoid of taste
or invention ;" but he listoned with great in.
terest to iy accpunt of modern society, the stean:
engine, the Permissive Prohibitory Bill, the
telegraph, the House of Commous, Houe Kale,
and other blaasings of our advanced ers, as well
as to a brief réisumeé of Furopean history from
the rise of the Greek culture to the Rasw-
Turkish war. . At Jast his questions wore nearly
exhansted, and 1 got a chance of wmaking a
few coutiter inquiries ou my own account.

““And pow,” 1 said, turning to the charming
Hatason, whom [ thonght n more pleasant
informant ihan her august papa, ‘1 should
like th know who yon are.”

“ What, don‘t you kunow I'* she eried with
unatlevted surprive. ** Why, we're mummies.”

Sha made this astaunding statemant with just
the same quict unconscicusness aa if ahe had
said, ** we're French,” or *“we' e Americans.” |
glanced round the walls, and chserved holind
the columns, what T had not noticed till then
-~ large number of empty mumemy-cases, with
their lids placed carelesaly by their aides.

* Bat what are yon doing hete I° 1 asked ina
bewildered way,

“In it possible,” said atasou, ** that you
don’t really know. the ahject of embalming !
Thongh your msnners show you to he an
agreeable and well-bred young man, you must
oxcuse my maying that you are shockingly ignos .
raut.  We are made into mummies in order to

| preserveonr immortality. Ounee in every thou-

sand years wo wake up for iwenty-four honrs, re-
cover: our flesh and bloud, and banquet once
mote upon the mummied dishes and other good
things laid by for us in the Pyramid.  Toulay -
ls the first day of a- millennivw, and so we
have waked up for the sixth time ainve we
were first ombalmed,” 00 L :

 The sitxth time "' I inquired incredulonsly.
‘Then you maust have: been ‘dead six thousand
yoarat T o o

‘* Exactly wo.” ‘ ;

**'But the world hna not yat existed wo long,'
I cried, in u fervonr of orthodoz horrer. - :




