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W. W. Lyxcn, in a few appropriate re-
marks, oxpressod his satisfuction: with the
information convoyed -in his discourse.
Hewas, for his own. part, he said, grateful
to the lecturer, and since he had en-
tered the “hall that evening ho had been
made acquainted with many most impor-
tant and interesting facts relating to the
geography of certain parts of the Dominion
of Canada, of the existence of which pre-
viously he had not tho least idea. Ie
proposed a cordial voto of thanks to the
lecturer.  Mr, LyNew's motion having
been seconded by the Hon, Mr. Ouviner,
who also offered sume observations ex-
pressive of his high appreciation of the
paper read by Mr. Bern, an unanimous
vote of thanks was passed by the meeting ;
after which another resolution was adopted
by acclnmation, - electing Dr.  Bere an
honorary member of the Geographical So-
ciety of Quebee,

The President then announced that the
next paper of the course would be furnished
by Iis Execllency the Consul-General of
Spain, the Count pe Prevto-Rear, which
would be read at a meeting to be held on
the 29th April, subject : “ The Islands of
St Pierre and Miguelon”  The meeting
then adjonrned,

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

PACIFIC RATLWAY DBEHATE AND VOTE—~DEPUTA-
TION BESTECTING HARBUUE AND CANAL
DUES —-FRUGKESS OF MEASURRS-—~THE SUp-
rLies, Lo,

(Frum QGur Special Correspondent.)

Qrrawas, April 28ed, 1880, —1 well remember
listening to one of the last speeches of the late
Robert Baldwin, in the Parlianent at Torouto,
shortly before he finally left power, when, in
reply to an attack upon him by the late Wil
bam Beslton, upon a question of the seal of
Government, in which the point of common
senre scettied (0 be for the moment on the side
of Mr. Buulten, be said, “ It is net what we
wish ; it 1% not what is desirable ; it is not cven
that whiclk, for the moment, might seem 10 e
the best for the interests of the country, bt it
is what we must do, in order to keep good fuith.
It is to thiv we are beund by the very highest
obligations.””  These wonls were vervy seriously
said, snd they made au impression on wy wind
whieh has never been forgotten, 1 reeall them
now, becnuse they rise in judgment upon the
present cenduet of the party of whiel Mr. Bald-
win may be said 1o have been the founder, |
think there has tever been a mwore sad exhibi-
tion of useless humiliation than that which has
happened to the party, ueminally under the
leadership of Mr. Mackenzie, but piainly, in as
far as this matter iv concerned, under that of
Me. Blake. 1 gave you, inomy last week's let-
ter, the points on whieh the Pacific Railway de.
bate turped, and especially the ground taken by
Mr. Biake.  We o had, early this week, the
division on his resolution, It was rejected by
the decisive vote of 181 to 40, The House
divided on cdear party lines, with the exception
that Mr Skinner,a member of Liberal persunsion,
voted on the side of the Government. | 1 did not
believe that the men wha constitute the Liberal
ranks of this Honse, would bave turned round
s direetly and so squarely upon their previvus
votes nmd professions during the last larlia-
ment 5 but 1 am beund to say they stood up to
their work hike men, and swallowed évery drop
of the cup presented to them by Me. Blake. The
Immense majority of the Goavernment iy suite
sutlicient for nll practical purposis of sdwinis-
tration in carrving out the Pacifie Hailway
wlicy,  The evil done s the handle that will
zw everywhere made by the very active agents
employed in the sale of U8, lands, of the state-
ments ade by the Dppasition in our Parliament
to hinder settiement i our North West, and the
effect may be to cheek it for awhile, but noet for
long. It is remarked in the lobbiiy here that
the Toronto /iske has Yeen quite silent ou this
escapade of ita party. 1 think it woas neant by
Mr, Blake to be a detisnce ol the Globd’s
anthority, : :

Mr. Mackenzie made his speech on Monday,
and many listened with singular interest to the
words which canme from hislips, o It was known
that his side of the House was going to nuke n
Lmrl)' demoustrution, and, therefore, Mr. Mac:
cenzie had to fall into line.

House. knew that he. could ‘not support Mr.
Bluke's resolution without going back on his
whole record, and men woturally asked, why
His own speeches, even up to
the last session of - Parliament 5 his Ministerial
acts, his Orders-in.Councily and hig agreements
with the Imperinl Government, were s 1 brought
up sgainst him with “telling effect at o Iater
petiod of the debate, all estnblishing that he had
not only pledged himsell, but pledged the good

fuith of the Government and Parlinment of this.
Dominion to-gu on with the construction of the

Pacitie Ruilway within (e limits of British
Colutlia, No answer was made to this terrible
raking np of the record, simply breanie nons
eould beawade; and it wonld have been infin.

Everybody in the.

itely better for the honour of our public men
and of our Purliatnent if Mr. Mackenzie had
stood upon such principles as those 1 have cited
from' Mr. Baldwin, the founder of his party, and
said, " It is not now what we consider expe-
dient or desirable, but what we are bound, by
the Public fuith, solemuly pledged, to perform.”

Mr. Mackenzie made a somewhat ungracious
attack upon Mr. Fleming, with respect to his
estimates, and especially for building that por.
tion of the road, now under contract, west of
Luke Superior.. e was perfectly aware that
Mr, Fleming admits that there were some great
mistakes in the estimates of that portiou of the
road, but for which, he contends, he was not
responsible.  There was, however, a very grave
mistake of administration when Mr. Mackenzie
was the Minister of Public Works—and that
wus, the letting out of o contract to be paid for
by schedule, on literally nothing more than mere
guess work,

Mr. Mackenzie, in his speech, also made the
very grave mistake of following Mr. Blake in
minimizing the great value of British Columbia
to the Dominion, saying that, *“IHad British
Columbia remained out of the Union, it would
have been a disaster which could have been
borne.”  That was not a nice expression. Be-
sides, it would have been a disaster not to have
been berne, in the view of the near future of
this Dominion.

It is further a fact, which ivis fair to keep in
wind, that the Government do not imincdiately

ropose to spend  thirty millions of capital in
dritish Columbia, as was unfairly represented in
this debate, but, as | showedin a previous letter,

to obtain a reduction or remission of the tolls
and dues at Montreal and elsewhere, with a view
to attract lo our waters a portion -of the trade
now going to New York. The Ministers made
to the deputation as fair a promise as they were
able, to give the subject favourable considera-
tion ; but 1 think it is exceedingly doubtful if
anything of this kind can be done. I do not see
how it ean without the cuunsent of Parliament,
anid many of the Ontario members talk against
it.

Mr. Colby’s Petroleum Inspection Bill was
before the House on Wednesday, but there was
no final decision respecting it. 1 think the tests
he proposes are distasteful to the Maritime Pro-
vinces, but they are favourable to our petroleum
interests.

On Thursday, a resolution was passed to vote
£7,000 in aid of the sufferers by the disastrous
fire which swept away the greater part of Hull
on Wednesday afternoon.  There was no oppo-

sition, and this is one of Lthose exceptional things
Parliament is justificd in doing in the face of
great and exceptional disasters. The bLill to
grant §600 a year to the widow of lon. John
Young, was also read a second time without
opposition.  The bill to extend the working of
the Stamp Act to British Columbin was intro-
~duced, aud also that for the relief of the Quebec
Harbour Commissioners. A number of items
of supply were passed, On that for the Pacific
Railway, Sir Charles Tupper stated that the
Government would push the road on with the
utmost possible rapidity, and the contractors
were bound to have the rails laid over the whole

they only intend to spend about two millions a
year for two years, and after that a less sum, for
building 125 miles of railway, which will open
up large areas of British Columbia to agricultural
settlement, and influx of population, which are
now totally inwccessible. It will follow, further,
that this opening up, and means of producing
food in those areas, will afford ways and oppor.
tunity for the development of prodigious mineral
wealth, n wealth, 1 believe, of itsell suflicient to
build the railway. Afterwards, as time pro-
gresses and the population increases, and wealth
15 developed, the further couneeting portions to
make the hine continvous would be tuilt, This
march, woreover, in spite of all drawbucks, will
be very rapid,

Mr. Mackenzie sdmitted that there were large
areas of very fertile land in our North- West, but
he found that there was also a large extent of
poor laud, and, after that, good land aguin.
But can it be possible he is not aware that this
is a state of things which prevails in all
countries, and to a large extent in the Western
United States, the rapid progress of which has
been one of the modern wonders ?

Mr. IMCosmos made an elaborate speech, set-
ting forth the resonsces of British Columbia,
which was not very happy in its delivery or
method, but exeeedingly valuable in its sub-
stapee,  Mr. Plumb devoted himself to the ex-
posieg of Mr. Mackenzie's weakness, and of his
specch | omay mauke the same remark as of that
of Mr. DeCosnos.

Mr. Charlton followed Mr. Plumb, and made
one of the set speeches on the Opposition side.
His part was apparently to establish the extreme
inexpedicoey of the proposed expenditure in
British Columbia, which he did not scruple to
set down as an immediate burden of thirty
mithions. 1 have already shown the inaceuraey
of this.  For the rest, Msarguments scemed to
be like that of the * ruin and decay ** one of the
old annexatien nianifestoes, which once before
brought a party togrief, and we shall probably
have again a repetition of that litile episude of
most melancholy predictions, followed aud be-
fied by most magnificent progress, It s a poor
polivy to biehittle one's own resources for any
purposes of party, and, poorer still; at the cost
of good (aith.

Mr. Thomas White moved the adjourninent,
and had the floor on Tuesday. He made an
elaborate speech, which was rematkable for the
readiness and . memory of evvents which he is
known to possess.  He hrought up an array of
unanswerable  and  unanswered facts, which
established conclusively thatboth Mr. Mackenzie

and Mr. Blake were 1esponsible for the poliey

which they now condemned ; and he sneeringly
saiid, in remarking on a specch that Mr, Mac-
kensie made, no later than Iastsession, that, if a
resolution had then been proposed in the sense of
the identieal policy now condemned, we should
Lave had the ‘spectacle of the whole of these
gentlemen voting for ity who have now. wheeled
round since the advent of Mr., Blake to the
House.. People who remember onr okl debates
might ask whether these are the self-same gen-
tlemen as those who used to call the French-
Canadians  ** montony,”  for following their
leaders,

Mr. W, MeDougall made a very able speech
on the Misisterial side, on Tuesday, His ground
was to establish that the Ministerial position
was the only. one-that could be taken in view
of the ubligations of logic amd good faith,  Mr.,
MeDougall wlways spenks well, and - shirply de-
tinex the points “he desires to establish,  There
was o little question as to the side he would
take, as puaty allegiance is a thing sitting very
lightly on iy shoulders, he being,.as it were; a
gort ol Tree lance, leoking keenly for the sux:
shine of the winning side.” This debate elosed
the real contest of the session, and to my mind,
the only connent that can be made is, itis a
pity that it ever took place.

o Wednesday, - deputations” waited on the
Government, aud were received by the Miuisters
of Railways and Public Works, having for otject

ling, from Lake Superior to Red Kiver, by 1st
July, 1881. On theitem of subsidy to aline of
steamers 1o the West Indies and Brazil, Sir
John Macdonald stated that the arrangement
was that the Brazilian and Canadian Govern-
ments each give 350,000 ; the steamers to make
montlily trips, touching at St. Thomas, Bakhia,
and probably one other port. Iltems for tisheries,
light-houses, &e., were also passed.

Un Friday weagain had the supplies. There
was some debate respecting the North-West
Indians. The question, how to deal with them,
is not frec from diffieulty. Sir Charles Tapper
showed on the Intercolonial itewn that there had
been a great saving effected.

GOVERNORS OF CANADA.

8ir George Murray, an Eaglish general and
stutesman, died in London, at the age of 74, on
the 28th of July, 1846,  The following is an ex-
tract from the obituary notice in the Annual
Legister for that year :—

*“ He was nominated a Knight of the Bath,
Sept. 11, 13813, before the enlargement of that
order.  After serving for a short time as Adju-
taut-General in Ireland, e weas appointed to the
Government of the Canadas, and thither he pro-
ceeded without delay, - A short period had only
elapsed, when the Seeretary of State announced
to him that Napoleon had landed at Cannes,
Sir George had the choiee of either remaining in
Canada or of returning to Europe. He pre-
ferred rejoining his oid compauions inarms,” ete.

It is also recorded in the dnunal firgister for
1774, that Major.Gen. James Johnston was
named Governor of Quebec in the place of the
Hon. Lieut.-Gen. James Murray, on the 26t}
Nov., 1774 ; aud in Havdn's Kook of Dignitics,
Johupston’s name is on the list of Governors of
Canada.

Were these two appointments actually made ?
The question is submitted to studeats of Cana-
dian history.

Convia,

e,

THE BRITINK ELECTIONS.

Ax Edinburgh correspondent states: ** In the
middle of this national contest, and in the heart
of Midlothian, Mr. Gladstone has found time
during the last few days to go pottering about
among old ehing, and book shops.”

he Dean of Westminster, whaose Liberal vro-
clivities are well known, stated that, for the
sake of Mr. Gladstone himself, for the sake of
his party, and for the sake of his country, it was
to-be hoped that M. Gladsteue would be de-
feated in Midlothian by o large majority.

“GHaxe me) exclaimed ap  enthusiastie
Radical, as he came out of a polling-hooth—
having voted for youug Herbert Gladstone —
and found the sun shining brilliantly, ‘- Hang
me if things hava't takeu a better turn already !
What asses we must have been to have Kept

1L

these Tories in so long !

”"

Mu. Goscuex, M. P, speaking in Mid-Kent,
said that if he was asked to fellow Mr. Parnell,
he should do as soldiers do when asked to join
in a treasonable enterprise. - Hs would throw
down his Partliamentary niandate as an honour-
able. soldier would break his sword, Treland
knew that Home Rule would not be granted by
any party.

AMONG the humours of the Southwark elec-
tion, the palni must be awarded to a large
brown and white retriever dog, -who, acting the
partof a board-man, might have been ‘seen.per.
ambulating the - Old Kent road, decorated. with
a blue tie, and 2 card dependent from his neck
with the legend-— S

4 What have the Tories done for the likes
: of me?
Raised my tax by 24, 64."

It was remarked as a repartes by’ the Conser-

vatives, that the Liberals had at last rightly
gone to the dogs.

It is pleasing to notice the cordial way in
which the honourable candidates for the Wigton
burghs' and Wigtonshire - fraternized.. They
walked up the street together from the County
Buildings, and, on the suggestion of Sir Herbert
Maxwell, they went to Mr. M’Naught's photo-
graphic studio and had their likenesses takenin
a group. It being considered a good artistic
arrangement that two of them should sit, they
“‘tossed "’ for who should have the honour,
when it fell to the lot of the two Conservatives.
We understand that Sir Herbert courteously
offered his seat to Lord Dalrymple.

A FanMER, who wasasked for his vote, was a
fine specimen of mingled bucolic independence
and thickheadedness,” renowned, too, for his
brusqueness, and he said bluntly, “I'd vote for
you, only folks tell me you're such a fool.”
““Fool, am 1 7" retorted the candidate ; *‘ then,
1y good sir, I'm the very man to represent you.’
Down came the farmer's heavy hand upon the
candidate's shoulder, as he excluimed, with a
hearty laugh, ** Come, I'm gormed if that aren’t
a good un! You're not such a fool as I thowt ;
and you shall have my vote, here’s my hand
upon it.”’

By a strange coincidence the following text
supplied the subject of the sermous at severa
places of worship in Northampton on a recent
Sunday, eithLer at the morning or the evening
service : * And Samuel said to Saul, * Thou
hast done foolishly ; thou hast not kept the
commandment of the Lord thy God,which he com-
manded thee ; for now would the Lord have estabe
lished thy kingdom upon lsrael forever, but now
thy kingdom shall not continue : the Lord hast
sought Him a man after His own heart, and the
Lord hath commanded him to be captain over
His people, because thou hast not kept that
whieh the Lord commanded thee,” "

Salv u pitman the other day to n notle lord
on a canvassing expedition : “ Aalike thoo,
thoo knaas, but mind az not gan te vote for tha.
Thoo's a real canuy fella an’ aa like tha far
bettor'n tha uther un, an’ if thoe’d only been a
Librel he migh iv gan te tha owldun for ony
votea mine he'd a hitten. But theo's a Con-
sarvative an” thoo knaas whaat bad wages wor
hevin just noo. Divvent be vexed, but wuall
getta put somebody in thit'll see thit wi' get
maar money.” This is about the measure of
the idea that has given the Radicals the ma-
jority against the Government.

IT was observable in many parts of London
that, even after the ballot-boxes had been seaied
and borne off in cabs, guarded by policemen,
the streets were paraded by numerous *‘ sand-
wich men,” whose placards earnestly invited the
electors to ““ vote early ” for the respective ean-
didates. These men apparently took no notice
of the progress of the contest, or of the faet that
the election was a thing of the past. .They hadl
been sandwiched, and committed to the street
to silently enjoin usun the electors the duwy of
“ voting early,” and they continued their weary
tramp, apparently with no thought other than
of ziving their employers o fuir day's work for &
fair day’s wage.

The Conservatives of North Lancashire frund
a difficulty in securing an acceptable candidate.
At the last moment they fixed on Major-Cen-
eral Fielden. The following is a specimen of
his oratory: *‘‘1 do not want to go to Carlia-
ment. At half-past four o'clock on Thursday
afternoon last 1 had not the slichitest ceneeption
of being asked to go for North Laneashire. I
wounld rather not go. 1 love living in the
country. 1 de noteare to live ip’ London. [
have 2 wife and children. - Tdonyst care for the
amusements and excitements of the world aud
Londen. 1 was told it was advisabletogo @ and,
therefore, if vou send me ¥ will go. [ don't
want you to take me.  But/l will go if you will
send me.”

HUMOROUS.
Nu Arkansas man. will lose a minute fooling

with o gem puzzie, when he enn go and see » bull dog
fight a badger.  Arkansas folks know the valoe of time.

T1 was a Chieago woman who first {nvented
the ides of placing a canary bied stuifed with sawdast ia
a place where a eat would have to work two hours te get
ut it

AtL the doctors of Syracuse unite in denying
the stary v vne of them lately sewed up a man's
month inatead of a gash on the cheek. 1t was his ear
they warked at.

A vrerry good first of April joke was that of
a Toronto alderminn wha wavndered - about the sireets
bearing  the ptreant oa lus broad baek inseribed :
SAVidened wt the expense of the corporation,”

Ax old miser, who was notorious. for self-
devinl, was asked ove day why he was so thin, > Ldo
not know,'” aaid the miser; ' 1 bave tried varioud means
for gettinyg fatter. but without success,” * Huve you
tried victuals ¢ inquired i friend,

¢ 1 pax't want o lead-pencil, Itell you,” said
& lnwyer, annoyed in his office by the Importunities of 8
buxem wonian who would not go away, “** Excose me,
sir,” she avswered, * but youw have made o inistake. 1
am A begear. I have not yet come to peddilng pencila’

A Massacuvuserts dog recognized his mastor's
voice throagl “the telephonu, - The man . was in the
stable, three-quarters of o ntle from the gthee where the

dog wus, The people {n the officd put the dog ina ..o

chair and applied the telephone cup to hisear. Then
the dog’s muster said, ** Come Jim, coma 1o the stalile,”
and thint ‘dog dasbed off and was at tke stableifo fve’
[TTHIY S ; . - o




