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A YEAR WITHOUT A BUMMER,
While ew;ry one is speaking of
the present season ag being remark-
able in its characteristics, 1 have
gathered for your rehdurs, snys A
writer in the Borton (lobe, some re-
liable fucts of the year 1816, known
as ¢ the year without a summer”
Few persons now living can recol-
ject it, but it was the coldest ever
known through Europe and Ame-
ricn.  The following i8 a brief ab-
stract of the weather during ecach
mouth of that year:

January was wild, so much go as
to render fires almost necdless in
parfonts. December previous wae
very cold.

February was not very cold ; with
the exception of a few dayn it wan
wild, like its predecessor.

March wans cold and boistsrous
during the fiest part of it; the re-
mainder was mild 2\ great freshet
on the Qhio spd Kertucky rivers
caused great loss of property,

April began wanm, but grew
colder #s the month advanced, and
ended with snow and ice, and o tem-
perature more like winter than
spring.

May wns more remarkable for
frowns than smiles,  Buds and
fruits were frozen; ice formed half
an inch thick ; corn killed, and the
A lds agnin and again  replanted
nntil deemed too late.

June wag the coldest ever known
in this Iatitude. Frost, ice and snow
woere common.  Almost every green
thing killed, Fruit nearly all de-
stroyed. Snow fell to the depth of
ten inches ip Vermont, zeveral in
Maine, three in the interior of New
York, and also in Massachugetia
Considernble damage was done at
New Orleans in consequence of the
rapid rise of the river. The suburbs
were covered with water, and the
ronds were only passable with boats.

July was accompaniced by frostand ice. On the 5th jce was
formed of the thickness of & common window glass through-

out New England, New York, and some parts of Pennsylvania,
Indian corn was nearly all destroyed 5 roeme favonrably situated
filds.  This wug true of some of the hill farms of Massa-
chusetts.

August was more cheerless, if possible, than the summer
months already passed.  Lee was formed half an inch thick.
Indinn corn was so frozen that the greater was ent down and
dried for fodder. Almost every green thing was destroyed,
b:;th in this country and in Europe. Pupers received from
England state “ that it would be remembered by the present
gencration that the year 1816 was a year in which there was
no summer,”.  Very little corn ripeued in the New England
and Middle Swates. Farmers supplied themselves from the
corn introduced in 1813 for the seed of 1817, It sold at from
four to tive dollars per bushel.

September furnigshed abont two weeks of the wmildest
weather of the season.  Soon after the middle it beeame very
cold and frosty : ice formed n guarter of au inch thick.
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October produced more than ite share of cold weather; frost
and ice in common.

November was cold and blustering,  Snow fell 50 as to
make good sleighing.

December was mild and comfortable.

The average wholesale price of flour Jduring that year, in
the Philadelphia market, was thirteen dollars per barrel. The
avernge price of wheat in England was pinety-three shillings
pur quarter,

CosvinsaTior, —Of the two sexes, 1 should gay that upon
the whole snd in the long run women were, cateris paribus,
superior to men as conversers,  For even admitting (what 1
think is very doubtful) that they are not generaliy so well
read, and have not so many ideas to communicate a8 men,
their moral and intellectnal constitution enables them, when
in society, to make a better use of the materials they possess,
and that for several reasons. First, because they are less
egotistical, and also less selfish than men; cousequently they
have less o that mawpaise honte, which so often makes the
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latter silent or awkward in com-
pany. For the ame reason they are
algo less likcly to be absorbed with
their own ideas and opinions, and
to treat slightly those of another.
Then they have stronger sym-
pathies, greater tact, and more
readiness and presence of mind than
men., ‘This superiority in con-
versational power in women over
the maie sex extends itself even to
the lower classes. In agricultural
districts, as the clergy well know,
the women are much easier to get
on with than men, and appear to be
much less dull, though probably the
difference in this respect arises, not
80 much from intellectual su-
periority as from the causes already
mentioned ; and I suppose it is
‘ partly owing to these causes, that
women who are believed, by some
at least, to be more secretive than
men, and who certainly have
greater powers of corcealing their
feelings, are generally less reserved
in conversation. We will now con.
sider the relative merits of nations,
with reference to the subject we are
discussing. On the whole, we
should say that the French stand
first on the scale; for they possesa
more of therequisite qualities, with
fuwer drawbacks, than other nations.
They are lively in spirits, witty,
ready and full of tact, nor are they
at all deficient in reading and
observation. Moreover, though a
vain they are not an egotistical or
a proud people, and, therefore, are
not subject to bashfulness. Indeed,
they do not seem to dread anything.
Now these latter qualities, which
the French want, are essentially
characteristic of Englishmen., And
to these, in a certein degree, we
owe our greatness, our superiority
to them in dignity and relf-respect,
but they are also one cause of our in-
feriority in conversation. The Irish,
on the other hand, who have noune
of the English bashfulness, and who also have much greater
readiness than we have, might stand higher as regards their
conversational powers, were it not that they are, generally
speaking, less highly educated, and not very intellectual in
their tastes. I am speaking here of the better claeses, for the
peasantry in Ireland are generally more coaversable than in
England. The Scotch are, generally speaking, too cautious,
too much afraid of committing themselves, to shine in con-
versation. The Germans are grave and taciturn; they think
more than they speak. The Italians are rather a conversa-
tional people, they secm to have a flow of language and are
born orators, but they have morelanguor and less intellectual
cultivation than the French.—/solden Hours.

Mr, Henry Prince, of Montreal, has received instructions
from Max Strakosch to make arrangements for a grand
concert to be given early in October by the great tenor,
Signor Mario, Carlotta Patti, Lucca, &c., &c., &c.




