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This number begine the eighth volume of Tnm
CiaxrsTiAN. Through a Father's faver it still lives
and prospers. For Hie great goodnless we thank
Bini and tako coturago.

Satisfied that Tnii CairtsTrAN wa started froin

the best of motives, it in cheering te learu froin
different quarters thAt its frionde understand this
and are ready to help it in contributions to its
columns, paying exponses and increasing its circuli-
tien. We hopo this feeling nay increaso and
abound as the years roll on that brings un nearer
and nearer out final account.

Through TuE CRISTIAN wo want to koep con-

stantly beforo the unconverted, the facts that Ho
who died for them is anxiously waiting te save
them from their sins, and that Ho lias made the
way to cone te lim as plain ne possible te overy
one who wishes to forsake his sine and love and
trust Him alone.

It aime to impress upon ail Christians the blessed-
ness both in work and reward of following Jeus t wo inigit wonder why one with ail the

apostle'e advantages shuld se uirgently need the
and in spreading Hie gospel among tholost, and by prayers of others. He was well acquainîted with
overy effort doing good tinte ail men, especially the Jewish scriptures and Jewisi questions, and
those who are of the honso hold of faith. net ignorant of Greok philosophy. Ho liad miracles

It discusses interesting Bible themes that the te enforce hie mission; could hat with a touch,
reader may feel special interest in studying the and emite his oneniies with blinidnebiss. Besides ail

this, ho was confident of the divine power of the
book of books and may see and feel its beauty and gospel te save overy believer. Why thon did ho
power. feel se much need of the brethrei's prayers 1 The

While the union of God'e children is earnestly apoestle stili felt himeelf very inadequatu for his
deered, TiE CHRISTIAN endeavors te mako it plain great wor and high respmnsibilitiea. At that tiuno
that it is net the thinge in the Bible whici divides the Now Testament nas net pulisbed, and the

peciple iadi net tho gospel in thuuir hande. Jestin
Christians, but it ie the things that are not iu the îad counnîittod tho gospel tu tho apostles, and tioy
Bible -that Christianity unites God's people but woro te give it te tie werld. " Thet Lroaeure nas
sectarianism keeps then apart. That Christian in earthon vess3le, and they were Lhe stewards e
union can no effected without the sacrifice of eue the nyotnrioe et God. Wu canet cenczivo hon

Chrstin pivleg orba eteueChreten irte, uereus and hen' strong the temptatiens wereChristian privilege a t e Chdt st Bie a or the apostles te alter, and theroby corrupt, thItgospel se as te suit the testes ut non. Tho Greoke
let ail other creeds go; te bld fast the words of wold pload witilthon to add euloe thour
Jeans, and lot the word of others go; te hold His favorite philoeephy, and promise tien groat
spirit and Hie church, and let ail other spirits and succees. O, uaid the Jowç;, just put ii circtim-
other churches go, ciaioi witi tho gospel, and behild tho multitudes

For the above purposes and ail others which tend yen weuld thereby bring te Christ. Thune whoe
non' follon' yen frein city tu city liko huungry,

te unito, encourage and happify the children of God w ives would eagerly tollow s rejeicîng disciples,,
wo labor and ardontly pray. Who will approvo udan d yen wonld reach and Sava nany Jwe. WYbo,
worL with us titi Jesus comes? but God coula ut aIl Limes preserve tae apostleý

fro corrupting ithe gospel, and make htt moroý
EDITORL4L. than conquoror 1 Who olae could put.tlîis eong et,

triumph in hie menti when nroady tu lih ofered ':
11BÂYINO FOR PREAOIER&. I have kept the fait 1e Tho extrme difficlty

Brethreprayfrus. of.ha keoping th e gospel pure frot human corrsupttons
This le the earnest entreaty et tie apostie PauI. over ince it ai been clearly writthn down ir tho

On diffîrent occasions lie urges lis brethren te Bible may soggest tLe hardsad ip t e keeping iL pure-
pray for him. With himeehi bu snew includes bofore itwnas tinsnritteu. " Who jesaticiait for'
othpru, saying: IlPray for us." thes tysiges but our euffciency is eot ei." They

Ho boeught hie iretre in Reine for Lte Lord nho wre se entirely dpeodant on ea ioedodn
Jes' seize, and fer the love efthie Spfrit, te atriva Lis prayars er Hie children.
Logethor îith him in prayers te Ged for bni (Rgm. 2. The apostio necte divine witdhtm te chose
v.30.) B3e askcd the Epiesiane te pray for hn bis futld e labor. Ho e as once seo axius te
that atterance bo givon hi te boldly cldiuare the preach Lie gospel irn Jorusalen thaï; oven atter Lie
gospl mystery CEp. vifl.> Ho desired Lie Colos- Lord iad Lopd lo te sp ave a thoy wotild net te-
siens aîîd Lie Thessalonians te pray for hn Liat a ceive iL tros O im, ho hegan Le urge sud argiue t!.
door mnight bo uponed to hî, and thet the word et caLor until ho was poromptorily c mandd Ltu
God migit have trou course, oe. departf(Acte xxii:.17-21) At anothr ino ho pur.

Ail Luis shows tho extrema anxioty ofthe uupostie posed te go iiutn B3ithynie, but the Spirit s'îffered
te have the pi tyers ef t h brathryn minglo with hm net (17:7.) h n about te louve Corigith he
hie awn aLLihe throqe et gre. Ho toit 'vatny Lord Loid hm t romain, fer ho bcd uli pople
more the need ef tLiu prayors Lian ho did et ib tint city (Acta xviii: 9-10.) No dobt Paul
teir meise fer his temporiAl support, cot bocauso wiiqod te labor wheo iL would u in vain for hi,

he was entirely oblivious of the latter, but because
ho remombered the wçords of the Lord Jeans.
" Seek ye first the Kingdomn of G,.d and his
righteousness and ail these shall bc added unte
you." Hne know by experience " both te abound
and suffer need," and felt how blessed it was te
have kind friends frein a distance sondinig te his
necessities, because ho desired fruit that right
abound te thoir account even more than the sup-
ply of his own vants. Ho calla such fruits " an
odor of a swot smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well
pleasing te God; addingit that God would supply ail
thoir wante from the riches of Jesus. Yet we sol-
dom hoar hin alluding te hie ownî support. Whon
Jeaus took him into hie partnorship ho gave himu a
charge like this: Give the best enorgies of your
heart and life te me and to my affairb, and I will
direct the brethren to attend to your tompor.l
wants; and althongh brethron somotimes wer
negligent in this matter, Paul still gave his best
energies te hie great work. To supply his own
wants and that of others ho could soetimos inako
tente, but could on no accouit give ip the gospel
ministry. The hardness ho endured only fitted
hini the botter for His servico who, for the joy set
before him, endurod the cross. Having the pro-
mise and presence of Jesus ho learned in whatever
stato ho was therewith te b content.

to preach, while othors in the same place would he
successful, and othor fields waited for him to reap
tho harvest. Ho neeoded the Lord to guide him in
this respect, and for suac guidance ho and others
prayed. Othor preachers alseo need the divine
guidance in these matters, for whilo tho Lord ap.
peared te Paul and told him whoso te preach and
whero net, they have te waich the openiing of his
providence, and oarnestly strivo and pray te b
guided according te his will.

3. The apostles, liko other mon, were liable te
bh overcomo with trouble. This trouble was se
intense et one time that thoy had the sentence of
doeth in themelves that thoy should only trust in
God, who raisoth the dead, and dolivered thon
frein no great a death, and they truteted ho won[d
yet delvur thom, whilo the Oorintliians holpod
them by their united prayers (11. Cor. i:8, 11.)
In the second chapter he tells of his groat grief in
net meeting Titus at iroas. Ho expected te ioar
froin Titus the fato of his first letter te the Cor-
inthian church. But net meeting hin ho was
so overcome that lie left Troas, whore a door was
openod of the Lord for him te preacli, and ruslied
with streamîng eyes toward Macodonia (11:12, 13,
and vii:0, 7.) Amidst ail these troubles it is net
surprising that the apostle se earnestly sought the
sympathy and prayers of hie boloved brothron. It
comforted htim i the midst of all his grief te know
that othors felt and prayed te God for hin.

4. Nothing is more natural than for thoso who
have thoeelves understood the plan of salvatioc,
and found forgiveness tlirough the blood of the
cross, te long for at opportuînity te toli others of
the love of God, and te expect others te core te
tho same Saviour, that they may rejoice together.
But when they are disappointed in this, and find
some entiroly indifferont in the mati or, and others
througli prejuidice determinedly opposed te tho,
regarding then as dangerous deceivers, and spurn-
ing thom as thoir worst oneniei. How nad, in-
deod, ie this disappointment I 0, how they wish
they could show them their mistake and convince
of the love of Jesus I Who cen bear them up
under this trouble but the sane kind friend who
saved thomselves î Who cean givo tho wisdom
but God1

Paul des net ask his brethren te pray that ho
might b relieved fron any of 'the long list of in-
tense hardships or cruel perecutions ho enume-
rates in the ilth of Il. Corinthians. No, indeed;
for none of those things moved him. Ho only
mentioned theom te cut off occasion from falso
apostles, and te show that God honored hini by
theso sufferings as highly as ho did any apostle.
le wishod then te pray for an open door te preach
the gospel - that utterance might be given hiin te
preach, and that wicked mon might fail te take his
life inîtil his grand work was done. He wanted te
speak boldly and wisely, sa that ho might with
more power prevail on mon te embrace the Saviour,
and that ho might warn and teach every man in all
wisdon, se that they might bo perfect in Christ.

Brothron, Paul has finished his course and kept
the faith, and will certainly receive a crown 'of
rigiteousncess. Yout cannot pray for him. But
others are laboring te hold before the dying the
saine gospel which was committed te his trust,
Do they need an open door ? &re there not as
many adversaries as in Paul's-day? Do they need
utterance? Do they need wisdon? Do they need
overything from God ? Are you praying togother
with thete brettren te God for them ? Yeu feql
glad te hear of thoir success. Yeu are ielping to
foed and clothe themand thoir families wvhile they
are proaching the gospel te the lest. But are you
earniestly praying for thoi i Please don't.lay this
carolossty aside; but whilo the Judge is standing
before tho door ask youreelf the question: Am I
eiarnestly praying for those who are proaching the
gospel?


