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VICTORIA.

Tho lueal situation remains unchanged.
Money i3 reported tught, but retml busi-
ness appears fairly  good.  Wholesale
trade is generally ensing off toward the
end of the yeur.  The only puint of uute
in the markets is the advance of 20¢ on
Ogilvie’s  Hungarian  Mlour  Columbia
Mills,, Enderby, has also been advaaced
in sympathy.  An advancing flour war-
ket is the only bright feature of the
situativn, and is taken by many as an
indieati 1 ef steonyg contidenco and better
times.

The Vancouver News-ddecitoer says .
“Merchants are uaturally busy at the
present time, and the general report is,
that despite hard times, business com-
pares favorably with that at this sceason
in former years. Notwithstanding the
slackness in all branches of trade, most
of the local industires are running at the
present  time, altn ugh  of  necessity,
wages bave been reduced.  The lumber
trade at present is not in a flourishingg
condition, but there is, however, a smal]
export dewand, and British Columbin is
certainly gotting her share of the trade
In wholesale, witih the exception of per-
haps, fruit merchants, wholesalers report
trade as rather quiet at present, retail
merchants having completed their stosks
for Christinas some days ago.”

The Moutreal Trade Bhudletin says .
“It is questionable if there wus ever
before a largor amount of surplus funds
in the banks than at present, and yet,
strange as it may sound, there is a com-
petitive demand  for  deposit  balances
among some of the banks, for which 3}
per cent. is readily paid  This would

scent to denote that large as is the
amount of unemployed money, some

banks are always cager for more.  But
rossibly some have bLetter [acilities for
placing their funds than others. Qime
loans have been eflected at 4% ta 5 per
cent., and call loans at 34 to 4 per cent.,
so that there is not wueh profit in bor-
rowing and lending at about the same
rate.  Mercantle paper 13 discounted at
6 per cent. where munes are good, this
being the  general rale.  Judging from
the liberal amounts of idle eapital in the
banks, one would  nmagine that they
would not be very anaious to inerense
ite Osige to the unprolitable nature of

business in different  hines, traders in
many instances have found it to their
advantage to place  their woney on

depesit, as they had no faith in stocks,
which were considered too high for in-
vestment.  There s, hm\(,\'cr, an un-

der current of improvement in some !

inrters, and should tlns dcvolop mto‘
a better condition of things along thul
whole line, 1 cousiderable portion of the
dividend-drawing deposits will no doubs
be withdeawn to tnd employment in
more profitable channels,”
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per bbl, all round, making the standard
quotation for Premier at 5425 for car
lots on wharf Vietora,  Jobbers have
advavced  quatatins  in sympathy,
Oregon tlours are as yet unchanged, but
a stiffening in prices is generally lovhed
for.

‘The Portland Conanercind Reviewr says
“The flour market continues very dull
with no v ry fuvorable prospects ihead.
Itis due wmostly to the same old com-
plaint, lack of tansvortation facilities to
the Orient, though the condition of the
Furopean markets are  someowhat to
blame.  Standard brands are still quoted
at §2.40, whi'e some few mills are putting
out some mferior brands  which they
hold at $2.00 @229 ay mentioned
our last issue.”

The Ogilvie Milling Co., quote their

cclebrated Lrands of Mauitobi fiours in
zar lots, on wharf in Victoria as follows .
$1 o
120

Ogilvies Hungarman
. Strong Bakers .
L)
The Columbia Flowring 3hills quote !
Enderby flour in carluad lots on wharf in
Victoria ¢

Premier... o ... L. BRSS
NNX e 410
Strong Bakers or \\' .36
Supertine . ... L3140,

The Vl(.wrm Rollor Mills quote Vie
torin flour in  10-bbl. lots at the milis as

follows :
Delta.. ... .,
Vietoria XX
Supertine..
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RICE.
The Victoria Rice Mills quote whole-
sale :

Japan rice, perton ... .ee...... 8 75 00 ¢r 80 00
¢ “ {polizhed) ®) 00 @ 000
Best.Chinarice .. ..., ..., 80 60 @100 00
ChinariceNo, 1 *  (mats) ...... 68 ) ¢ 010
o O (neks) ... 6500 68 00 00
Rice Hlour . 70 00
Broken rice * 30 00
Rive Meal . 17 &0

GROGERIES AND PROV{SIONS,

All - quotations  are  steady.. New
Mediterranean dates have been reccived
and fouud & ready sale at She per b,
They are very fine in quality.  There has
been 4 good demand for fruits, nuts, and
farcy lines during the past couple of
weeks, but the rush in those lines is
now over.

The british Columbia Sugar Relinery
quotes prices as follows, delivered in
warchouse at Vancouver or Victoria,

payment by spot cash : .
Granulated, in bbls or 100-1b bags . ... ...... L
\'cllow. aceording 10 quality...oi.ve..s $to 12

.x"'i~lum||~ in bbls, or 101 bages,

.93

Powdared icing and barvs, in bols,........... 1]
Jobbers quote :

Valencia raisins -perlb S 6 @8 6}
Valenein L.l\ [ perdh 7 our b

Aalaga risins.. wierbox 300 @ 395
Californin l.omlou Layers. per box 2,00 ¢ 2,25
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