
CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

To Stop Cuttinîg 1in PrIces.

lThe Pabst brewt ing Co , of M lwaukee,
early in the year issuîed a circulai offermng
cash prizes to thre amiount of $5oo.oo for
" the best plan to be subimitted by Ile
iebiers of the cetail drug trade for pre.

venting the cu:::ing of prices oni proprie-
tary .articles." A very large nîiiber of
papers were received, but thre donors (id
not consider that any of those suliîtted
could bc "considered perfect " nor whicli
they felt they' " could champion beforc
the National Wholesale I )ruggists' Asso-
ciation." Tlicy, therefore, subntiutted thei
to a comîmittee of four gentlemen, Messrs.
Gordmîan of thre University of Illinots;
Van Shaack of P. Van Shaack & Co.,
wholesale druggists, Chicago: Ebert, re-
tail druggist, Chicago ; Kathreus, proprie-
tary manufacturer, Milwaukee.

This commnittee presented a voluminous
report, and also a plan which they, pro.
posed, based on the sugtestions contained
in the liore meritorious of the papers
submitted.

'lle following is the coiit'.tee's plan,
and we would ask our readers' careful
perusal of it, and an expressioni of opinion
for our next issue

THE COtMi's PLAN.

'lie Proprietors' Associatioi is to agree
upon sone thoroughly capable person
not engage( in manufacturing, uit con.
versant or famniliar witl pharnacy in the
three branches, ianufacturing, jobbing
and retailing-a broadly intelligent ex-
mîenber of ci branch being comîpetent
to serve as manager and pretor.

AIl ianuîfacturers, whether great or
siall, regardless of aly existing organiza-
tion, are requested to give their active
and moral support, by filling ont a blank
foin, on lonor, to c.irry out instructions
conveyed to thremt by said pretor.

The pretor shall adopt a tinniber or
coniinatioi of letter and numiîber for
each and every wholesale druggist. This
list of emîblemîîs lie will furnish eaci
ieniber, wlo slall conspicuously stamp

theni on the label and wrapper of each
and every bottle, box or package furnislied
aci and every wholesale druiggist, ac-

cording to said list.
Each and everv bottle, bî.\ or package

shall bc nmiibered consecutivelv. AIl
hottles, boxes or packages sold i less
than dozei quantities sialil bc put up in
quarter dozens, whicli may be parceled
and cased to suit tie convenience of thre
manufacturer.

Thle wrapper of each quarter dozei
shait bc marked with tle highest number
contained, thus affording a package nuii.
her.

The higlest package nuiber shiall bc
iarked on the case, constituting dhe case
number.

Manufacturers nust bill ail goods to
wholsale dealers by cise number.

They mliust refuse all orders fromi firis
or individuals not placed on the emble-
natic list by thie pretor, and the pretor

wIll assign eiblenis onily to wliolesale
druggists.

.\annii *acturcrs wvill, tutil iîstructed to
tlie coitrary, funish goods at a unifori
price regardless of quantity purchased.

\Ve arc awarc that this is asking for
Ille rejection of well establlslhed business
rues, but it dees not necessardy follow
that because a mie lias been adopted it is
a good one, oî tlat somie other schemie
miîght not be more advantageois. h'lie
difference in prce thus gained to the
ianiufacturer will eiable hîim to deliver
lus goods, freight paid, so that tle whole
sale price will be thre samne in Texas as in
New York.

If cutin ini prices is reported Io any
manufacturer, lie or they will report it at
once to the pretor, wio will request a
bote, box or package sent by express,
and upon locating thre wholesale dealer,
will conunînîicate with h1imîî, urging hii
to trace the goods afier they left his
liands, and, unless fully satisfied witl the
siiicerity of the wholesaler, said pretor
will reiove his eiblen irom thie list and
instruct each and every manufacturer to
cease sendig goods to said wholesaler.

.lainfacturers will not accept any pro-
vision of tiis plan till tie pretor lias
satisfactory evidence of faithful and deter-
iined allegianîce on the part of pliarnia-
cists Manufacturers mnst regard whole-
salers and retailere as their -gents.

h'lie pretor will collect an ainnual fee of
...... dollars fromt each nianiufactuer,
and will file a due and sutlicient bond.

Wholesale druggists are desirable as
(listribiniiig agents, and this plan expects
tie National Wholesale Druggists' Asso-
ciation to appoint or clect a manager or
pretor, of thre character and as provided
under Proprictors' Association above
mientioned.

They shall indicate eariestness and
fealty by filiig an agreeicn.t with their
pretor to carry ont aIl orders from hlim
to their uitmost ability ; to faithfully act
as agent for nanufacturers, controlling
thie sale of their goods and confining
themi to ticir legitiia te channel.

Wholesalers miust bill all goods by
naine and package number, anu under
no circunilstances are thcy to open an
original package.

They will sell only to plarmniacisis and
will control, as far as possible, tlicur supply
by the known capacity of cach.

They iay exchange goods with ci
other on such ternis as tley miay niake
among themisclves ; provided, such sale
or excla.îge does not release Ile firi
whose enblemn is displayed on thie wrap-
per, if such gonds are subsequently foîîund
in the bands of cutters.

Under tihe sanie conditions they nay
supply goods to country pliainiacists
through wholesale dealers, provided the
nînie, location and registration number
of said pharmniacist is gîven.

No goods, within thre mieaning of this
plan, shall bc furnishied anyonîe not a
piariacist, except at full retail price ;
and not to a pharmniacist, if lie is known
to cut prices or to bc in the employ of a

firn who do ; and, if a pharinacist reports
to a wholesaler that goods bearing lis
ei)lem are on sale in a cutter's estah-
lisiiiieit Ie wmll proceed at once 1o
tracing through whose hands tie goods
passed, report the sane to thie pretor,
who will investigate the matter and direct
all wholesaleis to refuse the goods of al
manufacturers to the guilty party, or' if
the pretor is satisfied the wholesaler is
guilty, be will request the manufacturers,
through their pretor, to cease selling hiim
goods of eaich and every manufacturer.

'T'lhe pretor shall ite a bond as provided
for above, and shall collect a fce f ...
dollars from each and every wholesaler.
We suggest in this case also, the fee he
as nominal as possible and the aigreement
bc made on honor.

Retailers. As this class is more
numierous, and as a consequence more
diflicult to control, we hope to band
threm togetier without any organization.
Each man must bc reached in his own
shop and never asked to leave it.

In the interest of the present iove-
ment one pharnacist in every village and
town and several in larger cities must
agree t act as collector. Each will
record the iame and address of ail tie
pharniacists who are willing to accept the
agreement, and then send his own naine
and address, together with the number
uinder his control, to one agreeing to bc
collector for the countv seat, who, in like
nanner, will report to one in tie State
capital, and these iroil tle several States
will report to one elected ait a meeting of
tie Proprietors' Association and National
Wholesale l)ruggists' Association as retail
pretor

Ail plarmnacists muust agree on honor to
carry ont the instructions of their pretor
conveyed to thein by their respective col-
lectors.

They must maintain prices, not seil to
cutters. report cases of cutting as soon as
possible to their pretor, who will investi-
gate without fear or favor, and call upon
the pretors of the wholesalers and
nianufacturers for assistance in cuttiig ofT
tie supply.of ail goods to thre offender.

l'le retailers must pledge thenselves
to buy only of wholesale druggists. h'lie
retailer imist not expect cutting to wholly
cease, for departnent stores will cut more
or less, even thoughl thiey pay full retail
price for the goods.

rhe pretor will receive, through the col-
lectors, an aniual fee of. . . dollars fron
eaci and every pharmacist, file a sufficient
hond with the treasurer of thre N. W.1).A.
AIl funds collected shall be deposited
with the treasurer of the P. A., will pay
ail bills and warrants that may be pre-
sented, properly endorsed hy a pretor.

Collectors and pretors will conduct their
business by mail. Collectors will draw
on pretors for postage expenses. P'retors
will furnislh all printed matter, formis,
agreements, etc., and will draw sa'aries
froi the unitcd fees, whicli become a
general fund for the three branches. Tlie
thrce pretors are to constitute a coin-
mittee of last appeal.


