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Read Judgzes xiv. 1-21.

ýL Samsn seks a Wife.
verses -4 Samson*, 4ow in manhood,

eboosps a Wafe fror among thé milistincs.
Il~ey were descendhuts of the Canaen-týes. It
was cgemnst the Jewish« aw to do sn, Deut.
vii. 3; sud ver-y unbécoming a patriot to uite
bipiself with bis country*s enemies. B3e tells
'lis parents, and sceks their counitenance,
thougli he would not yield to thein wheu tbey
oEgi.çht to dissuade hi fron bis purpose. .Et

is f the Lord, sems to mceau only that
GQod deteriiied to overrule it, and ânes flot
justify Samsona.

IL. Samnson Kilts the Lion.
Ye. -9. Thé lion met Samuson while

nione and unarmc ed, probably going ivitli bis
parents to visit 'the wnomau lie souglit for bis
nrife. Finemjards are oftcn spread round the
citiesonithe :Eest .â oung tion. Specielly
foerce ud strong. Rent hlm. Strangled the
lion bymere for-ce nf muscle. .Davidbcd bis
siiepherd's staff. ToId2tot his falher orhis
mothler, nr any nue cisc--bis niodesty îvcs a
victnry over himself and tbe love nf applause.
The jackals and vultures would soon devour
the lion's fiesb, and the linge houes would
formea biçe for thc becs tint abound in that

IIL The Ridâle given.
Ver. 10-15. 9 feast at cvery mnarige

vas the universel custom in the Est Sim-
son's father, knuowing- that bis son wes to bic
]srsel's deliverer, u'otld fele sadly perplexed
et ail dûis. Thirty companions. Il Chuldren
of the bride-eaiber,'* 3lntt. ix. 1.3. Aqriddle.
lis was a commion mode of enterteinitncr a

ccrepany, ver. 15. Oit the scven1l& d4ty-Zto
asroid confusion in tic storv, sonie thiuk this
was the seventh day nf the weefk, not ràf thc
fenst The threat uscd sbcwed how barba.rous
the people ivere
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L -chose ý1he god s gour cQmPq7uq
Satnson suflèred inueh l'or nég1ecfJný ~T
Rehobonin did an too, 1 K.ings xii. 13;, J'a
chose a 'bed wife for bis compenion, m
Jezebcl mnade him. as bad as herscU', I'iov.
i.3-20; Fsel. i. 1.

2. Ronoier -your parentir at long aje
liue. Some t.bink w4lenever thcy*gare 'grwn
up, they are free froni bis duty 'Mis aahnarb
they are neither wiser nor botter, tianuga ô1dý
None cau repay their debta to their pearent4
])oes the ,fifth' commandaient say, 13onotw
thcmn tilt you are eigliteen or twcenty-one
Sanàson evidently was dutiful, thougi lie ehroa
iu not taking, their advice-Sofomon, 1 'Kin ,gp
ài 19 ; Firov. j. 8 ; xxiii. 2e ; CJhrist enduis
mother. =-

3. Srength andhJetztih of bodly co.me from
God. Saînson's did, nan d aes yours. Eb
that you use thein arigit, for thp purposqs, for
which (3od gave ti3em, Rom. xii. 1. Yon
ouglit uot to be proud of eit4cr.

4. .Be modest. Sce that you deserve praffl
wbetlipr yon b-et it or not Beel. ix. .5.
Samison wns content to bc greet, though bis
great feat was unknown. Seek th,. prei0 of
God, Rom. ii. 7; Matt. xxv. 21. Thinkloftn
of your sins, seidoni of your excelle-~s

5. .Nev<er give or tcrl-e a, wage... Sucli
gam lgehays violates the golden *ru., Lu1îý
v.3.It is a most improper way of losingr

or acquiting property : sec its bad cifeets M*
Samson's wager.

13. ',ceer betrayr a trust--.of any k-indl-
neyer tell a secret-stand by your promise at
aIl cests, Psal. xv. 4. Tbose -wbo betray a
trust deserve neyer agýain to be trnstcd. Sba
Samison Icft bis wife, ver. 19.

7. You nia ' be a. greater con queror ihan
.Samnson- God's Spirit will enable you to
couquer your hienrt and the dcvil, Prov xvi.
32; Rom. xvi. 20. Samison failed souaedm
in tliis.--&ti. S. S. Lcssons.

.,May I5th, 1864.

IV.- Thie Riddle Discovcred. THE RIuo MAbN A&ND L4Z]S..
Ver. 16-20. Samnson could not; resiait his e Lk xi19Ueies tears. Sonie who will not be forced Rn sk v.1-i

S cl pêrsunded to do Nvroug. Jus wife lie- onctn-hsParable soTfB te have bSeen fn-
treed his confidence. E9he wes a Ph1itistine tended toenfoirce the trntbâ, vercssff luth sa

nt hcart and Samison lost bis wager. Pèr- I ISt nu an ii erço Qd and ýmamnen, und.t
ht men h7îghly estcoxn, is au abominationIo Glisps q=« son wns ton poor to pay hie forfeit: . l;-.

lIe vou'. not, however, deny btis oTligatin; I. Tic Rida Mçn on Eurtb, ver. 19.
but, gied by the Spirit ni God, ho resolved A. eertaùan 7cà man. Christ does note¶Ve3
to bie off' bis conneizion, and declre war 'bis name. N3e spent macla on lais 'bod4.

itJi tiiese treadherona fricnds. UlMs new re- Pitrpe was the dfress -of princes. Ile efred


