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DIOCESE OF ALGOMA.

CIRCULAR LETTER BY THE BISIIOP.

To the Right Reverend the Bihcps and fleverend the Clergy of the Ecclesiastacal
Province of Canada:

RiOIT lIIv. ANn RFV. BnrtrntsE iN ('inist-,-I nddress you on behalf of the
Missionary Diocese of Algoma, ai bespeaik your hearty co-operati n, to enable mo
to carry on the 3lission work ltherein. Perinit me, in the first place. to remnind you
that it was by the deliberate actinu of the several Dioceses of this Ecclesiastical
Proviice-first, in Diocesan Synol. and ti.en by tlcir representatives in Provincial
Synîod- tlit the iMissionIary Diocese of .\lgana ws fornally set part and coisti-
tuted, vith the express understadlinîg that the Bishop nnd Missionary staff should
be supported by tho several organized Dioceses; further, that ais a Missionary
Diocese, without any fund or resouarces beyond what litle the members of the
Churci within its limjits can give, the Diocese of Algona is entircly dependent upon
extraneous aid lor mieans to support the little baud of clergymen and layenîcî naOw
actuaîlly labouiring tierein, whnse claims upon the Mission Fund aiount to upVards
of $4,000 per nnuun ; and !iastb t, tat since the rcsponsibility of supervising thtis
newly forned Missionaîry Diocese las been deputed to me by a majority of the
representatives of the severaîl Dioceses of this Ecclesiastical Province in Synod
assenbled, it is not unrensonaible to expect that the funds nccessary to carry on the
work should bc provided by those who have thus coimiritted thomîselves to sustain
and support it.

I have been grieved to finl Ihat san e o those who were active in bringing
about whit ias lit tle time coisidered :o be so desirable a wnUk. now think it was
prenature, and are failing to contiiute iheir qiota towrardls maintainiiing this poor
Diocese, vhicli they were instrumental in bringing ilnto existence ; but, Brethren,
seeing it is a fhmgaq done, it is now ail ltoo late to re'pudiate a liability whielh hs been
deliberately incurred, and which the boinour of th;e Canadian 'hureh is pledged to
carry on.

It will suroly be a sod scandaI-a hiot on the escutcheon of the Clurch-if tlo
work whicli has been so well begu should heIb oned, or allowed to fall through
far lack of support, and renson giveni for the world to ay tliat, after puttin;r lier
hand to the plouglh and beginning tg) cultivate what mnay truly b terIed her
legitimate Mission Field. she is loo'king backward and growing cold; especi-uly
when, if only united in action, a very smnall effort would fully icet all that is
required. not only to maintain existing Missinis, but ailso ta exteid the work as
miucl os is at present necded.

By a calculation car'efullv made, I find thant if oly an average ar eqht
individuals iu each Pairiih or .lission in the organized Dioceses of this -ecIesiasical
Province can lie found to give six (6) cents a iveek, or sixteen piersons threc (3)
cents a wcek for Mission vork in Aigoima, all that is required to send a Missionary
to cvery district vhere a laiourer is at present needed would be a iply providIe,1.

lA shll it he said tai, aiong«t the maemlbers uf our communion Mi thiis Iighly
favoured Dominion, there are lnot eiglt persaion in eaich Parish bth bne onid williig
to contribute the siain of six (6) cents4 a week over and above aIl piiriciai:l and
diocesan clains, to aid nie in doing our btessed Master's work, nnd fulfilliig the
bigla mission given to lis Churcli, of preaching IHis Gospel to the pour ond
publisliinag the Gtad Tidings of Salvation ?

Think not there is no work to b donc in Algoma ! There arc nany menibers
of our communion scottered throughout that vast District, wlto are longing for the
privilege of again worshipping God after tie nanner of mhnir fathers; and there are
many-alas, very many more-hrlo, though mhey "care for none of these tlings,"
shauld themslve bo cared for. Again, there aire men-cerical as well os lay-who
have offered to cast in their lot witl me in doing the Mster's work, but to eaci
alike I an obliged to say, I can do nothing ! for so small arc our funds and so


