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The 703 deaths from iufluenza and pneumonia in Mardi,, 1919
the sixt~h month of the epfidemie, which was disappearing from
province.

Venereal diseases reported in March, 1920. totaled 143, agai
for M.arch of last year. It la quite apparent, says the department, x
euaes are flot reported by the physicians as required by the reguatio

The most gratifying festure regarding the health of the pro%
says the report, is the marked decrease in cases and deaths of intli
and pneumonia for the month of March conxpared with the Prm
mcrnth. Duriuig February we had 2315 deaths reported, and for M
1336, a reduetion of 57 per cent. Should this rate of decrease con>t
whieh la most likely, the duration of the epidÉmie wil be muei ishc
with a greatly reduced death rate than the province experienced il
first outbreak, in 1918, when 5623 deaths were recorded in the firsI
months.

Smallpox, that lias been prevalent in xnany localities in the
ince since November last, is abating. During the five mouths ther.
been 5078 cases reported, with 24 deatha. 0f this number, the lii
Toronto contributed no less than 2872 cases, or 54 per cent. of the w

Dphtheria shows a decrease from 636 cases and 70 deaths in
,uary, and 551 cases aud 84 deaths iu February, to, 451 cases aud 56 d,
in March, or death rate of 12.1 lu 100. Scarlet fever shows a redui
of 80 cases comparcd with Fcbruary last.

Smallpox cases for week eudiug March 27, 1920, number 77.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 0F DIPHTIIERIA ANTI..T0XIj

It was before tic Rome Congress lu 1894 that Roux presene
osse for diptheria antitoxin soi thoroughly that it was at once aecE
by authoritica throughout the world. Bel ore the serum era the Mort
froin the disease varied £rom 50 to 100 per 100,000 ihabitants.
that pcriod the figure bas fbeen leas tian 20, and, olten less than 1(),
thc Medical Record. 'The hospitial xnortality througiiout the wckrld
runs from 10 to 15 per cent. of those stricken.

During thc five years of warfare thc number o! soldiers attak
the disease was about 30,000 in ail the hospitals, and tic total u
of deaths about 600, or 2 per cent. Before the use of antitoxin
logt from 14 to 45 jubhitants weekly from the disease. She no j
and bas for miany years, from 2 to, 13 a wcek; or, ln other wod
former minimumi las become the maximum. Iudeed, for the pasi
years the maximum bas not excecded 7 wcekly. Naturally duriný


