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complish to give thenm a hearty welceic. The
demoustrative and dramatie side of Buch proceed-

ings in Italy seldom leaves anything to complain
The International Medical Congresa. of, but in the preent instance the real cvaue i

FLO=ENCE, ITÂLY, October 6, 1869. ithe demonstration Liv in the reflecti'n of genuine
E M F o RCE It , ctober , 1869' liso3pitality and kindness ; and I have ieard but

EdtorsMedicaand SurgicaReporter: j one voice as to their reception froi the foreigu
The International Medical Congress, which has visitors to the Congress-a voice of grateful recog.

been holding ita sittings in this city during the nition for the social courtesies which cnlivened and
last ten days, and which has been attended by a gilded thýeir serious work.
conaiderable number of forcign physicians, and by Tlat work mny bc summnsed up as follows' :-After
some 160 medical mn fron all parts of Italy, has De Rengi, of iNaples, iad been appointed the regu-
laboured under the disadvantage of taking place lar President, and two honorary Presidents had
almost contemporaneouslv with the Internaiional been united with hins ii the persons of Bouillaud,
Congress at the Bague. In the discussion of the of Paris, and ]Bufalini, cf Florice, tie reguilar
latter body, questions of public hsygiene arc justly work began by the discussion olf the various ques.
made to occupy a prominent place ; and it is pre- tions which hat been placed on the order of the
eisely questions of this class which, likewise, give day. In order to save time, it w;as founi advisable
to the Droceedings of the Medical Congress their to suppress the readings of entire memoirs, ned to
chief general interest. It eau, therefo rear-ely give mercy tl:c conclusions on which the debates
excite surprise if many of the emxsinent icin of ithen took place. Accordinsgly, at the reconl meet-
science of Northern Europe, engaged in such ing, the Congress occupied itsdel witli the cuncl-
studies, have nLot found their wav to Florence, cins c the iscmmoir presented by Reih, ni London,
fron the simple fact tiat they could 1End their way <nii tihe causes of msortlitv in chi1idrýis iii mssanufac-
more casily to the Hague, and could seýcurc, by turing cities, alnd on tise remedies fur tihe sane.
their presence there, results idenitieal with what Lonbrl.r, cf Geneva, brught forward in this dis-
they mnight hope to accomplisli here. It is alnost cussion a mssass of statisties, proviig the greater
superfluois to observe, that tih geceral a-nd per- ortality of infants in wIarm than in coid elimates;
manent causes which render it more difficult for a mortatity greatly heigiteeti in hie soui:h of Eu-
members of the mnedical profesiion than for those ripe Il, t-.o caceUms-by the cistom if carrying
of any other class to abandon, e-en tenporarsily, r.ew;-horn infants to hurci for the purlec of bap-
their associations, have not bece :nhut their tisi, and by the patiuiU:r influerecof tihe malaria.
necessary effect in liiiting the nunber tf foreign i -is disessasion was followed by <.n originating in
physicians and surgeons who have repaircd to a paper of Crispinso, on hsydrop bia, which r.assed
Florence, ani, in some cases, hastoning the depar- into a general discussion on pouison, and <ont the
ture of those who came. Still, in spite of these ¡ bonefits derived iii te treatmsseit o- poison, as
special and general inipedime-nts, the Congress cain bites, from the use of amnia cand of vapof hs.
boast the presence of Professor Bouillaud, Profes- Much of tie renarlks of tic next tpeaker, Pro-
sors Lazarevitch, Bartsh, 3esse, Buttern, Dujarlin, fesser Toiiniasielli, of Catania, ons the cachenia car-
Ebstein, Furnikcel, Girard, Jaduerholihn, Menidel, diaca, wvas losi froia the low voice of tie specaker,
Pascal, Tolbry, Zimmermann, Lombard, R erzen. so that cn cousld nly give a gueu.s .ut its character

The Florentines had not been wansting in all the fron tie few eritical remiars which it c.sCllcd forth
necessary preparations to receivo ; they displayed I fron Dloulland.
an assiduous courtesy in the entertainment of their At the openiing cf the next day's imeeting, the
guests ; government placed at tlcir disposai, for 25ti, the President communicated a letter front
the daily public discussions, the oratory Of the professor Parlatore, the Jirector of the Museum of
Ministry of Publie Instruction ; the manager of Natural Science aind History, invitin;: the memsbers
the great hospital of Santa Maria Undia caused a next day to that establishmenit, fur the purpose of
suit of apartnents, attached to that establislir.ent, there witnessing certain experimsuents, and being
te be most elegantly fitted up for the c.oirecs of the made acquainted with certain researchea closely
members ; the Minister cf Public lustruction, Bar- bearing t their commwon object. The invitation
jorin, formnally inaugurated the Congress in an ad- ivas unanimously acceupted. The-n comienlced a
mirable speEchs; the Prime Minister, Count Mena- discussion on the pupers presented by Profs. Panta-
brea, hospitably entertained the more distinguisied leoni and Salvaguolo, on marsh iiiasmîa ; 'the
at his table; the Florence muedic:l body entertained second of these imsedical men holding the theory
then all, ivithout exception, at a magnificenit ban- that the minasma originates in tie nixture of fresh
q uet at the Hôtel de la Paix, the best hotel in 1 witi salt water. whilst the first maintains that its

lorence ; Commandatore Perazzi did, in person, cause mist not be souglt in that mixture, but rather
the honors of the city, in particular of tie Floren- in the putrefaction of vegetable substansces thereby'
tine pantheon, Santa Croce ; and the manager and gencrated. This is an inquiry, 1 need scarcely say,
concessionaire, MM. Damiani and Cesaica, of the of vital importance in Itady ; but I am compelied
renowned mineral baths and springs of Monté Catini to say that its treatment by the International Medi-
-the Vichy of Italy-placed special trains at their i cal Congress was singularly inconclusive, no other
disposal to convey them to that spot, and, on their result, after all, being secured, than the appoint-
arrival there, did, along with the local authorities, I ment cf a commission to inquire intu the whole
everything that good dinners, and wines, andi matter. Tho discussion nearly took a very polemi-
speeches, and cieering, and military parades, and cal, and even political, character, for Prof. Ciprisni,
music, and illuminations, and fireworks, could ac- of Florence, wished to extend it te the question of


