
REID-MATERIA MEDICA.

I theri directed him to keep the following lotion constanttly applied
mens of lint soaked in it, viz:-R. Tinet Arnica, ten ounces; aqua,

ne grain, one drachm, ft. Lotio. The inflammation subsided rapidly
nd in two days the patient was perfectly weil.

The above I have presented withont comment. It may perhaps be
f$ound interesting as an example of numerons cases in which the vonng
prac-titioner is obliged to exercise his own ingenuity in modifying the
usual rule-s of surgery.

ART. VI.-Strychuiu ; beiny extracts from /te .Matrii-N4eidia Przc-

Essay, of the S-ssion 1856-57, McrGill C'olle. 1 Mi ti. AtaX-
ANDER REID, London, C. W.

PREPAR[ATIO.-I have tried another method, altogether different
fiom any yet mentioned, (the P>harmacopeail and Molyn's) and wyhich, with
the quantities imnipulated witl, I have found very successful. Every
procedure, at present used, is very expen-ive, so that the value of 'be
manufactured article becomes muchi more expenive than it would be if
a cheaper means were employed. I shanot sav that my explanation
of this process is correct as roeardis ciemical decompositions, but that

you mayv obtain the desirei product, is i thintk certain. One advantage
which my methol presents is that the substtmees used to separate the
alkaloid fromn its n atiral combinations aire very cheap, and easily ob
taineI of the proper purit% reguired. The ngent I use to sepatate the
alkaloid irom extraneous substances ishorine. If it be applied as
chlorine m ater I have not found it net withi mnuchi cr-aintv, but if used
as the (,.tition of Hypochlorite of Soda, it nts ve y wvli. 1 prefer the

HyptlIorite soltitîon repared [y pripitat in the lime from the
dissolved chloride of lime. of conunerre by earihoate f so(la. If the
other aiticle be se.), wlii is prep:ared by passing chlorine through a
tolution of the carbonate of soda, you have a large quantity of hi-car-
bonate of soda present, which can be of no use iii making the alkaloid
ind further, when this solution is added to the decociion, it changes to
a red colour without causing a precipitate.

I makeadecoction of the rasped orpowdered nux-vomicaseeds, in water
acidulated with sulphuric acid ; i the decoction be not acidified when the
chloride solution is added, in place of a dense white precipitate, you
have a very small quantity of a tawny or light-yellow colour. I think
that the mu1phuric acid in the decoction serves a double purpose;
firstly, decomposing the Stryciniate, and forning the more soluble


