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jgresent enjoying the benefits of proper treatme nt iu Asylnms. We are
certain the people of Canada need only to e convinedd of the existing
shamefully insufficient accommadation to demand fram the Leaisluture
the appropn:nion of i sum necessasy to ereet,at least, two good Hospitals
for the insane. TPublic attention onee fully ronsed to the diseraceful
state i which things are, the remedy wiii not Jong be furtheoming.

Accordmy to the Censns Report there are now in Uprer Canada 1069
peesons of unsonnd mmd ; in Lower Canada there are 1733, making a
total for the Provinee of 2502, Of these, 1410 are niales—1392 fenales.
The whole popnlation, according to the snme Report,is 1,542,103 ; the
eastern scction containing 8S0261; the western, 931,742, The propor-
tion of lunaties to the entire popalation will therefore be 1 to 657.
Tlns isn ratio greater than obtains in most conntries. In England, France,
United States, Belgium aud Prussia, the ratio is 1 to 1000, In Scotland
and Norway, however, the ratio is greater.  In the former itis1 10 573 ;
in the latter. 1to 351, It would appear that the temperature of a cli-
nmate has an influence over the mental health of individuals~cold elimates
heing inore favorable to the development of insanity than either warm
or temperate chmates.  Sunny Italy has but 1 lunatic to 4787
persons  of sound mind; temperate England and France have 1
to 1000 5 but cold Norway, Scotland and Canada have 1 to about 600
A comparison ol the prevalence of insaniy in the two sections of the
Proviace favors this opinien. In Upper Canada the climate is more
equable throughout the year, and is much more temperate during the
winter months than ja Lower Canada. In the former the numbers of in-
sane and entire population are respectively 1,069 and 951,742, the ratio
being as 1to 891; in the latter the numbers are 1783 and 880,261, the
proportion being as 1 to 508. Ilere is a disparity not easily to be account-
ed for. A greater number of the population being engaged in agricul-
tural pursuits—the quiet, retired habits of the 1'rench Canadian habitan,
and the intense cold of the long winters, are probably the remsons why
the diflerence is so great between Upper and Lower Canada.

Having placed these statistics before our readers, we now proceed to
inform them of the provision which the public-spirited and philanthropic
Legislature of Canada has made for her 2802 lunatics. We blush for
our country as we send forth these statements to the world. There is
the Provincial Lunatic Asylum at Toronto, built for the reception of 250
patients, although now containing nearly 400 ; and the Beauport Asy-
lunm at Quebec, capable of accommodating about 150 patients; accom-
modation being provided hy Canada for only 400 of her 2802 in-
sane population. This is surely an evil of no ordinary magnitude. Not-
withstandine that these facts must be known to those in authority, Par-



