
QUARTERLY RETROsPECT.

the level of the river. All this distance, it pîresrves mach

the saine dip and uearing as the Grey Wacke, with wlicl, fi
some places on the opposite shore, it may be seen alternating.

Althougli no Geological difference, tlius far, appears between

the Clay Siate at Sillery Ceve and the "Black Rock" :at Cape

Diamonid, a very evident chemical one exists. At tie latter

place the rock has become oftern of a stooty blackness-exhal-

ing a bituininous odor when struck or seratched, and some-

tie; soiling the fingers. The cause of this is the preseiice

of Carbon, which lias baen four.d in the roek in the propor-

tion of 20 per cent. There appears also to ba a dhierence in

the eIfect of weather, or otier destructive ager.ts. On the

Clav Slate, betwcen Siliery Cove and Cape Diamond, tlcy

exert their influence hy covering the base of the rock witi
a erumnbling dleposit of small wvedge slaped fragmîIents, So-
metimes higlly ferruginous. At Cape Diaionl they act by
displaving a continuous schistose structure oflittle tenuity pa-
rallel vith the plane of stratification.

The eneral bearing of the "Black Rock," is to the N. E.
However, in sone places the strata may be seen running
North, the dip being reversed to the N. W. In some cases

the strata are vertual, or nearly so. All this mav be occa-

sioned by the bending or waving of the strata.

The thickness of the strata varies fron three feet to three
inches. The former are often, to all appearance of a very

compact structure, breaking with concnoidal surfaces and
sharp edges. In mîost of these, however, weather effects what
the hammer fails of doinz, and displavs its really schistose
structure. It is on account of this, and its absorbent charac-
ter, tlat the "Black Rock" is not a good building stone.-
The thin strata are generally very schistose, apparent to the
eye. ' hey are soinetimes compact and break into long pris-
matic pieces, which yield a ringing, metallic, sound when
struck : these separate the thicker strata at certain intervals


