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invadeti and takeni charge of the islands, were pagans ;
anti in the year 596. Pope G.aegory sent Augustine to
qreach the Gospel to them. Il Augurstinie the monk,
says an olti historian, Il was a tait, slender, tean man an
person ; as te lus facutties, lie was like one of tlue
Pharisees mentioneti in the Scriptures, and liat a
liaughty andi arrogant appearance."1 He seems, at at
events, to have been a man of great energy of cliarac-
ter, anti of devotion to his work, anti the resuit of his
tabors wvas the speedy anti thorougli conversion of
Britain te the religion of Rome. Augustine was made
archbisliop of Britain, and Italian monks and prierts
monopolized the Churchi. Thus Britain came again
untier Roman influence, anti the sturdy 'Anglo Saxoni
speech of the people becamne impregnateti with wvords
from the Latin ; chiefly,, liowever, ternis reîating to
religion and ecctesiastical afl'airs.

The Anglo-Saxon rule continueti for some six hutndred
years. For many years [towards the close of their long
domination, they, hati almost constant troubles witli the
Danes, another tribe of Northmen, 'x'ho made frequent
descents upon the istanti, andti « o, r1na1ly, under
Canute, in 1017, obtained the ascendency in Britain.
The governmient wvas lbld witli varying fortunes by
the Saxons anti the Daiîes until memorable year 1066,
when by the btoody battie of lHastings anti the tiefeat
of the gallant Ilarolti, it passed inte the bands of
witliam of Normandy,, usuaity calleti the Conqueror.
This wvas the most important event or modemn times ;
not only as it affecteti the fortunes eof the littie isianti
where it toek place, bult as it affecteti civilisation itseif.
in bring,,ing into existence a newv languagre anti a new
people, wvhose iniflupee lias been more' wNid(e-spread and
more deeply 'narked thiaî any other iii the annals of
history.

The language of the Normans, îîow known as the
Norman-Frenc h, wvas a mixeti di-atect, composeti eof the
original Gallic language of' the country anti the Latin
language of the earty coîlquerors. Lt thuis containeti a
large number of %vords of Latin origin, thougli changeti
anti corrupteti, as wve finti them iiow ini the Romance
languages. This mongrel speech was now introduced
into Englanti, and became tlie language of the Court
anti of the upper circies. Every effort was matie te foist
it uipon the people, to tlie exclusion of the Anglo-Sâxonl.
Ail the laws wvere written in tlie Norman-French .; ail
judicial proceedings were conducteti in. that langae
110 legal document, no contract, no article of agen
wvas bintiing, uinless matie in the language of the con.
querors. rflus a struggte begran hetween the twvo
tanguages, whidli cotitinti foi' nearîy two hundreti
years. The weight of the great mass of the people wvas
on the side of the Anglo-Saxon ; the influence eof the
dominant class ivas in favor eof the Norman-Frendch.
This was a very powerful influence. "lThe Conqueror
and his descendants to the fouî'th generation,"1 says
Macaulay,"I were flot Englishmen ; most of them were
born in France ; tliey spent the greater part of their
tives in France ; their ortiinary speech wvas Frenchl;
almost every higli office in their gift was filted by a
Frencliman; every acquisition wvhicli they made on the
Centiuent estranged them more anti more from the
population of our istanti." Tlie struggle wvas long and
obstinate. The natives werc heiti an a degratiet condi-
tion, anti their language xvas helti to degrading uses.
We catch a gtiînpsti of the condition of things during
that restless period, in Scott's Il Ivanhoe."

The history et' the Englishi nation as sucli, and he
history of Engiish language properi y, date -froni an

even ~vhchas Lord Macaufiay remiarks hias been
generally representeti 1y hier historians as disastreus.

but which wvas realiy a blessin gin disguise. This wvas
the defeat of King John by Ph ilip of France, in the
carly part of the i3th centuriiiy, by which England lost
Normandy and lier other continental possessions.
Forced by this circumstance into the narrow limits of
their insular dominions, the people of ail degrees came
to regard England as their home, and themselves as
Englishmen. There came about an amalgamation of
Saxon and Norman, and a blending together of those
languages that had long strugled with each other for
the mastery. As two riesthat have long pursued
parallel courses, at length unite in one broader and
grander stream, so did t his final fusion of the peoples
and the tongues resuit in a grander and a nobler tongue
than either had atone been before. IlThen," says the
historian, Il was formed that language. less musical,
indeed, than the languages of the south, but in 1force,
richness, in aptitude for ail the highest purposes of the
poet, the philosopher. and the orator, inferior teo that
of Greece atone." Suchi was the origin of the English
language as w'e have it to-day ; andi to this Norman-
Frenchi clement is due a great part of that Latin infusion
wvhich we finti in the language.

The Latin element ina the English language owes its
greatest increase, finally, to the revival of learning
Trhis began a littie eartier than the Reformation. IlThe
Reformation." says Dr. Trench," in deed had a scholariy,
we might say a scholastic, as welt as a popular aspect.
Atit this fact to that of the revival interest in classical
learning, and you lI flot wonder that a stream of
Latin, now longer than ever, began to flow in ont-
language." This stream hias niover yet ceascd to 1w
and the consequence is, as we have seen, that not tess
titan thirty per cent. of Our Eiaglish language is eof Latini
origin. But this foreign element lias hati no effect. npon
the grammatical construction of the language. That
remains intact. IlNot a single drop of foreign btood],"
says Max Müller, Il hias enter into the organie systemr of'
the English languiage. The grammar, the blood and
soul of.the language, is as pure anti unimixed in Englisli
as spokenl iu the British Isles, as it %vas when spoken on
the shores of thie German Ocean by the Angles, Saxons
anti Jutes of the continent." Dr. Trench remarks, "lrhe
Anglo-Saxon is not se muchl one element of the Engtishi
tanguage, as the basis of it. Ail the joints, the wlhot
articulation, t he sinews anti ligaments, the great body
of articles, pronounis, conjunctions, prepositions, nu]-
merals, auxi Iiary verbs, aIt smaller wvords which serve
to knit together anti bind the larger into sentences,
these, not to speak of the grammatical structure, arte
Saxon. The Latin mavr contribute its tale of bricks, yea,
of goodly stones, hewn and polished, to thesprta
building ; bût the mortar, with aIl' which spii tual
different parts of it together, anti constitutes themn a
house, is Saxon throu&hnout."-Piuisburgh Pa.
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