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| LECTERS OF TIE JON. JOSEPH HOWE,
| OF NOVA SCOTIA, TO LORD JOILN
‘ RUSSELL,

Two letters from the Hon, Joseph Howe to
Lon! John Russell have just made their ap-
[ poarances and are attractinga good deal of
i gitention. [t is not our intention at the pre-
"' sent moment to enter into a roview of these
"Jetters, but we shall take such extracts as we
think convey the best idea of their style and
. tone, referring those who wish to sce them in
thear entire form to the columns of the Montreal
., Herald, where they have been published in
o full.
1" The first of the two letters is almost entirely
weontined to a disqusition mto the subject of
.. Responsible Governmenty and the progress
v and effeets of which Mr. Howe follows ont,
-and which he connects with some remarks on
"the nature of the duties of a Gevernor, and
' the necessity of great care and discrimination
"1a the selection of persons to fill that important
_ufice  This siugle poiut (the selection of a
i. Governor) says Mr. Howe,~* is perhaps the
i:.o“l)' oue lhat.much‘concems us,upon which
| wecan exercise no influence.  We must con-
;Iﬁde altogether in the judgment and good
' faith of our brethern at home.  If they send us
"atyrant or a fool, we may control or instruct
| hun—but the process involves a monstrous
" waste of time, and engenders feelings, which,
ke fire damp in mines, are iusidiously in-
| Jurious, even when they do not explode. As
ageneral rule, be assured, my lord, that every
I'bad Governor seut to a Province, makes a
| certain number of republicans—that every
,ouod one reflects his Sovereign’s image far
; down into the Colonial heart,  These * golden
/) huks? between Great Brittun and her North
). Ainencan Provinces must be alloyed by no
. base metal: the best material tried, by the
ilseverest process of rofinement, should be
!' sclected, that they ma{ be worn as ornaments,
1l and not regarded as chinins.?” To secure this,
I Mr. Howe hints at a ¢ Normal school for the
I education of Colonial Guvernors.”> He would
’;lmc a regular course of promotion, com-
i mencing probably with a clerkship in the
U Columial Office, and mounting up gradually,
+2s 1 other branches of the public service, till
'the final honor of vice-rezal rauk was ob-
itained.  Tobe Govemorof Massachnsetts, he
| observes, the party who obtains the honor
fmust have ricun by successive steps, amd
_passed throvgh an ordeal which has rendered
Rim famihiar with the wants, and wishes,aud
“terests of his fellow citizens.  The struggles
"1y which he ascends through the hustings to
.the House of Representatives, and thence 1o
the Senate, presiding, it wmay be, at times,
Lover one branch or the otker, give him a tramn-
lmg and experience cminently ealculated 1o
| prepare hin, {or the gyubeonatonal chair. With
British Governors, Mr. Howe intimates that it
s too frequently not so, and he draws a very

s dever sketch (too long, however, for ourpre-
i .
sent space,) of the kir:d of men 10 whom vice-
eaal powers are sometimes_delegated.

1n his second letter, Mr. Howe proceeds to
show by what means, according (o his ideas,
the finn consolidation of the Colonies with the
Mother Countiy can be best effected.  Taking
jup the view first expressed, we believe, by
i Lord Durham, he claims that the field of colo-
| n.al ambition and enterprise shall be extended,
so that the dweller on the North side of the
“line 49 may have nothing to envy in the sys-
Ltem and practise of his republican neighbours.
To make his arguments the more powerful, he
employs illustration, and calls on the English
Minister to put himself in the position of the
! colonist.  We shall proceed to copy this por-
ton of the letter:—

To understond the jmportance of the snbject,
asit hos again and agmn presented nselt 1o my
mind, it will be nocessary for your Lordship to
faney yoursiif a Colomst, lonking abroad, on the
one #ue, ot the fields of ambiton and influcnce,

prezonted by the Empire of which he is a mem.
bor; and, on the ather, 8t the pasitions achieved
by the most humble citizeus of the naglbounmyg
United States.  ‘Phie caddening reflecuon with
which he wahdraws bis cye, to contemplate the
narrow raonge of Provinicisl amthinmi—the lowly
walks 1n which ho s condetaned to treod—the
tumited circle of mfluence, heyond which he can
never hope to rise, would be f1tin 18 full furco by
your Lordship, 1f you weio o British Amencan,
even though your popular qualines were quesitun.
able, and the sirengih of your wiag untnied.

Let me silusiraig the sulgect by 8 few simplo
contrasts. An Anglo-Saxou youth, burn in .\1.ns-
sachuseits, may tise chrough every grade of offico
ull hie 49 guvern st of lus nauve Swte. A )’U“lh'
born in Nova Scoua, may do the same, with the
single excepron of the lighest posiion, that of
Goveranr: but 1f ho 18 domed thus distinetion, ho
may, de licto, govern his country, as leader of
lier councils, of bo pusscss the faremoest mind of
tho Provincial Adnumstraton,  So far there s
an cqualny of condion, which leaves to a colon.
15t hittle o cuvy or to desire—but, the highest
point onco reached, he must check lus theht
and smuther is ambigon 3 whist the young
Republican may continue to 8uaf, with pros.
pects expanaing as ho ascends, unnl, long
afies his contemporary ocrose the horder, weary
of the dull round of provincial public hife, hos
ceased to hupe or improre, In full vigour of man.
hood, and with a nch masturity of ntclleet, he
reaches that clevated etation, to which he has
been walted by the suffrages of twenty mulions
of frecmen,

The Beston boy may become Presdent of the
Umted States—the young nauve of Hahfax or
Quebee can never be any thing but & member of
st Exccuyve Councily, wub some pahiry office,
poud by a moderate salary. “The contrast 1s very
stramg, and well deserves the grave considera.
tion of thuse who may not regard 1t as two ligh
a price 1o pay for the unwavenng attachinent of
Briush North America, that s youth should be
admitted to some parucipation 1 the higher em.
ploymemts and distinctrons of the ewpire. 1 have
knownn men, who, as Loyalists, left the old Calo.
nres, and wied in tho Provinces, undisunguished
and unknown beyond their borders—wiilo their
co.temperary, scarcely their supertor in intolleet,
or more successful up to the ponts where ths
contlict of prmciple compelled them 1o diverge,
occupied the furemost rank 10 the Republic.—
I'here ore men now, 1 North Americs, who, if
these Provinces were States of the Umon, would
te Generals, Senators, Governors, Sceretaries of
State, or Foreign ambassaders. 1 have seen and
heard these who figure i the State Legislatures,
and in Congress; and, with a few exceprivus,
tformed by the inspiring conflicts and great ques.
tions of a vast counnry), I could have picked thewr
cquals from among her Majesiy's subjects, on thus
conumeny, gt any ume withan the fast ten or tifteen
years.

‘T'he old T.ovahas died contented, and their des.
cendants, 1 these Provinees, sre loyul and con.
tented shil—but, my Lord, should aot a wisc
Staie=inan antcipate the tune, wien these econ.
trwis will gink deep mito the provincnl mind—
when suecessive provps of etinent and able men
wal! have hived, and dronped, and died—hopeless,
aunless, audistingu:shed beyond the narrow con.
fines of a cingle province ; when geniue, withats
plumage flurtenny agamst the wires, feching uaclf
s cabuned, cribbed, confined,” may rmse a noto ot
thuiling dizcord, or wmaddemng ainbsuon, to be
caucht up and re.cchocd by 0 race, to whao ve.
monstrance and concession mey come too late ?

For obvious reasony, my Lerd, 1 do not dwell
on this tope. A dull man would not understand
me, but there is that wathin your Lordship’s own
bosom which can tel! you, i a throb, what we
feel, and what we want, A tew sunple tetches
are all that are required, or 1 am mstaken, to
decply interest you; and, when ence your gene-
rous nature, and acute understanding are excited
1o acuvaty, the pathe of hoaomble emulation will
be open, and oll ground of complaint removed,—
I do not disgmse from your Lord-hip that there
are difficuines surppundieg this subyect—n is my
purpose ta discuss them fairly ; because, upon the
Colontets should rest, i soch a cose as this, not
only the husthen of compimnt that a grievance
exists, but tae tark of vxplamng how 1t may be
removedl,

‘The population of Ncrth Amerieaconnot be fer
short ol two nulkkons. With u boundless exient
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of territory to occury, and abundance of fuod, our
peuple witl increuse, by the cluse of the present
century, evenif no general plan of enugration be
supeninduced on our prescut system, to twelve
milbions,  ‘I'o incorporate these twelve imllions
with the empire—to maohe them fecl and think as
Enghshmen, it is clear that all the employ iieats ot
the empiro tnust be open to them, and the highest
privileges of Briush subyucts conferred. It s
cannot be done, a separsie national existente, ot
an corpuraiion with the United States, are dan.
gurs to be gravely apprehended.  Surcly, then, 1t
i a point of policy well worthy to be revolved by
Buush statesmen, how thicse North Amcricons
can be 8o deeply 1nteresicd i ithe hunour and
unity of the Emjure, 0s o preserve them * i ho
bouds of peace,” and make them attached and
tuyal enhjects of the Crown. By confernng upun
them the advantages of scll.government, and con-
trol aver thelr own it rnal awfluirs, 2 mast impor.
tant advance hus been made towards the achieve-
ment of this happy consummauon, And now 1s
the time, befure there 18 any wide spread duwcon.
tent, of ciutmurvus demand, to untieipate, and pro-
vido fur a state of feeling, which must inevitably
arnise out of tho practicul exclusion of the populs.
tiun trom the oflicial employments and higher
honors of the ensgure.

Butit may be asked—are they sn excluded ?
Sents in Patliamenmt—ihe Aniny—ihe Nuvy—the
Diplomatic and Civil Services of tho State are
opea to all—there 19 no legal barrier—no rule of
exclusion. In theory this is truc~—in practice it
s utter fullacy. Look arcund, my Lord, upen
thuse departments, and while hundreds and thou.
sands of Bngheh, Irsh, and Scotchmen, throng
them all, not twenty North Amecernicans can be
found. ‘There are more Englishinen in the Post
Utlice, aud Customs Departments of a single Pro.
vince, than there are Colontsts in the whole wide
range of Impenal ctuployment. Why s this? It
cannot bo that our youny men are deficient in
courage, enterprise, or amiton-—it cannot be
that the pnizes to be won here are more brithiaut
and suracuve, There nwet be 2 reasnn for at,
and the reason hes on the surface. Qur youth
have no patrons—no Parliumentary, or furmly, or
officral interest or influence, 10 push them forward
in the race, or to render compention cqual.  They
are 1ot on the spot 10 seek for commissivns that
are bestowed for the asking; and they cznnot
hope to succecd, where other recommendations
besides nhihity and 2ood conduet are requred.—
T'he result 19 that the two mithans of North Ame.
nicuns are practically excluded, as the twelve mil.
hons wil, be, by and.bye, 1f no provision be made
fur thetr peculiar positen and clams,

Suppose a yung North American to enter the
Arny with an Englishman of the same sage. In
mne cases out of ten, by the possession of more
ample means, the laner would rise by purchare
over the head of the former, merit being equal,
But, if the Laglishman were the son of a Peer,
or of 3 member of Parhament—if his fanuly hod
nterest ut the Horse Guards, or in a Counsv or
Borongh winceh suctained the admunstration, the
youngz Colomst, if ho did not fall in some well
fuught ficld, (1s most of my conntryn n have
done, wno have tried the experimens,) would
be distanced in the race, and reure in old age on
a Subeltern's or Capinwn's halfpay, while s
more favoured competitor breame u General «f
Bugade. “LLis, my Lord, whatever may be said
of it, is practical exclusion from the Army. Ina
few solrary instances, ligher positions maoy have
been won, but they s:0 exceptions whick prove
the rule.

Iu the Navy, meiit has, perhops, a fairer chance
—asg promotion 18 not purchased ; but still jnter.
est and nfluence are there all.powerfu) : and a
young Colomst, on tho deck of o Bntish frigate
does not feel that it 12 a fair stage whera thero is'
no favour. 1 grant that, in cuber service, some
gallant exploit—some extiibation of rare personal
valor ar conduct, would attract notice, and con.
fer distinetion—=but the opportunines do not uc.
cur every doy : and when they do, and when they
are seized, 1 duubt of the exploits of the joung
Colomee, friendiess and alone in the world, will
fignre 2s largely i the Official Despatch, as they
wonld if tis uncle wero o Lord of the Admiralty,
or his father mcinber for Bristal,

But, 1t may be said, the Coloaist, without for.
tune or interest, stauds upon an equality with the
Enghshman who is no better off.  This mey “e
true, but yet does not improve our pasittey, or
weaken the argumont—it reduces us to a level




