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“The man who cares nothing for his own religion will care nothing for
ours either 1"

Nor must it be forgotten that the government of England lent aid to a
system of education which rather favired false religions. At great metro-
politan centers, for the sake of conciliating educated natives, colleges were
established to promote the study of the Sanskrit, Arabic, and Persian
tonigues ; and of Oriental letters, philosophies, and faiths. And so, under
government patronage and at government expense, a learned Orientalism
was taught to the privileged youth, with all the defects and follies and
falsehoods embraced in those systems—the pantheism, materialism, and
sensuslism of the Vedas and the Koran were the food on which Hindu
and Moslem young men were fed. Krishna, the god of lies, was held up
by maulavis and pandits for imitation, while Christian teachers held him
up for execration ; Mohammed and his black-eyed houris were put before
young men as a model of inanhood and of heavenly society, while English
missionaries were trying to present Christ and a heaven of holiness !

IV. What shall be said of the direct obstacles which Christian England
placed in the way of India’s evangelization in the impression produced
upon the natives by the sordid, immoral, and sometimes cruel character
of some of her representatives. ‘The annals of rule, as carried on by Chris-
tian nations, largely deserve to be written in blood. Greed of gain and
the lusts of the flesh, rapacity, and cruelty have too often been the domi-
nant motives and methods, not of Portuguese only, but of British and
American rulers also.  Such conduct has so incensed the native mind and so
maligned the Christian faith that, as the native chief, Hatuay, would shun
even heaven if he had to meet there the Spanish invaders, so the Hindus
and North American Indisns would find no attraction in a paradise where
their Christian oppressors were to have a home.

‘We see no reason why, in forming treaties, a Christian government
should not take a position as such. In 1797 our own country, in its treaty
with Tripoli, a nominal dependency of the Turkish Empire, actually insert-
ed these audacious words : *“ The Government of the United States is not
in any sense founded on the Christian religion I What an argument that,
to put into the mouth of Moslems against all missionary efforts !

Theére is something magnificently grand in a great ruler of men taking
the scepter in the name of God ; not formally, as Constantine did in the
fourth century, or Charlemagne, when at Christmastide, 800 A.p., he was
crowned Christian emperor at Rome, but as Alfred, when he had won
back England’s liberties, opened his code of laws with the words : * And
the Lord spake all these words : I am the Lord thy God,’’ and then fol-
lows the Decalogue and the golden rule : ¢¢ Whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, that do ye also unto them."

The English nation for two hundred and fifty years so little saw and
felt what God meant by British occupation of India that her rulers long
and vehemently fought against India’s evangelization. In fact, up to the
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