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from the faîce of Esau tlîy brother." Gen. xxxv. 1. The cares of the world
.and1 the cager and incessant pursuit of wealth lîad secularized Jacob's spirit,
.and deadened the spiritual sensibilities of bis soul. In this frame hie linger-
ed in the luxuriant plains of Moreli, indulging, like lEli, irregularities in bis
fainily, and so delayed the flulfilîment, of bis solemn vow at l3etliel God
ýover-ruled the disastrous event that befel lm tiitere to arouse humi to a bet-
ter *sense of duty, and bring hia to Bethel to perfect lis exercise and to com-
fort lus soul. There is no comf'ort in sin, or out of the path of duty. God
first detaches the believer, like David, frein sinful indulgences, next draws
hlim towards himself, and then forms his heart for the practice of holy and
spiritual duties,. The comnmand to repair te Bethel awakened hallowed te-
collections, and promptly called Jacob to prepare for a, solemn meeting with
God in the holy place. A work of lioly preparation fbllowed-a season o
great revival ensued; anid they arrive at Bethel wvith more cetrcct and. awa-
kened apprehiensions of God's character, and of the spiritual nature of the
worship which. lie requires. In this way should God's people always repair
te Bethel te wait upon l-iin and worship Him 14in the beauties of holines."
Jacobi is favoured with a fresli visit, froin God, accompanied wlth a repetitien
of covenant promises and an allusion te the siguificant change in his name.
lie buîlds the altar ini accordance with the divine comnmand, and in'tlîe holy
fervour of his spirit lie cail1s the place EI-bctlî-el, that is, God of Bethel.-
Tlîe saine God wlîe liad appeared to him, in Bethiel long before,--still faith-
fut te his engagements, and unalterably constant in luis love.

There is littie more said about Bethel until the tine of Samuel. A city
of some importance, as already mentioned, had now arisen on the spot, and
its memnory as a scene early and solemnly consecrated te the worsluip of God,
was again revived. The age of Samnuel ivas distinguislied for a general te-
vival of religion in Israel. Thlis was m.îuinly due to Sarnuel's own labours
among the people. H-e went froni place to lplace iii circuit, teaching and in-
strueting the people in the true worship of God. And Betliel was seleeted
as one of those places where the prophet inade bis stated visits-l Sain. vii.
16. In those days seminaries of learning began to lie institutcd in thec coun-
try, îvhere the sons of the proj>hets and otiiers received instruction, and where
people repaîred for consulting tlîe oracle anud worshippingr God; and Blethel
was one of these. Thus in 1 Sam. x. 3, we read of men going up to God to,
Bethe], -ind that evîdcntly for the pur-pose of offering sacrifice, and worship-
ping God iu the divincly appointed place. lu Iail places where 1 record my
naie 1 ivill meet witlu you and bless yeni." Bethel, tlien, still'retain *ed its
a;uient character as a place consecrated te the public worship of God The
God of the ancient patriarclis stili continucd to countenance the place, aud
to înaunifest 1-is gyracions iî'esclicc to the people, although neitlier the Ark
nor the Tabernacle ever wais broughit tliere.

But a period canme round in tlue liistory of God's covenant people whien
tuie glory departed froi Bethiel as -%vell as froin Sluiloh. This happened 4t
tlie coniuunueieiit of Jeroboami-'s reiga, wvhen that unhappy prince, in selfish
aiid grievously inistaken policy, establislied bis systenu of idol NVorhpi h
kingidom of'thieten trbesz. To sicure tlue attaclument of his subjects, ami the
integrity of luis k-ingdom, lie sect up two idols a:s objects of wvors-hip, one in the
eity of Da'n on the north, and the other in Bethel on the south ; and furnish-
rng priests of his owvn making, he coîmanided the people te worsluip them,
and restrained thenu froîn going- te Jerusalein. Thuis was a piece of dreadful
infatuat ion, ,and its consequences were disas-.trous and most înelancholy. God
lçitlidîew froin His people in anger, and wvhen they refused te listen te the
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