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the Ieast—tend to pxomote thought of a cor-
respondingly inaceurate nature.

Moreover, as Holmes says, “talk shapes
our thoughts; the waves of conversation roll
them as the sarf rolls the pebbles on the
shore.”  We all know how our own rough
thoughts have heen recast, refined and
strengthened, in parley with those of an-
other. We may exhibit narrow mindedness
in wriling; we may think in ruls:; but
when we lall: unless e pirpose 1o oceupy
the entire time, all hobbies must be laid
wside.  Qur views must widen, that we may
meet others on common ground. This trans-
forining influence is the chief attribute of con-
versation, and forms the greatest reason why
we should constantly endeavor to improve
ourselvesinit.

Those who aspire to a professional career,
will have to do no little walking and writing
in after life.  The essays, during the college
course, tend to prepare them for the
latter duty and should make them at
leust in a measure, competent for the
former. In other words they should falf:
about what they +write.  But the hesita-
tion in regard to this. is indeed remarkable.
There must be some reasons, now and for-
over deeply hidden from the vilgar ken of
men, that operate in this connection, and in
truth make their se-ret power widely felt.
Be this as it may—as the case now stands—
an evening or iwo is spent in “pemnsive
thoughtfulness.” The cycloid and cissoid are
stood in the corner, and the remains of the
tortursome latin author are interred in the
most tomblike apartment at hand.  Slowly
and laboriously the sentences grow, until at
last a mysterious documentis completed, and
“the hand that has written it lays it away,”
with about as much solemnity, as if it were
the last will and testament of the person in-
terested ; and perhaps in choice of words and
elegance of diction, it may more nearly re-
ssmble this than a specimen of any other de-
partment ol our literature. One remedy, and | 5

also—as has been before hinted—a step that.

will enable usto become better skilled in the
art, under cons:deration, is to makeé these
essays, at least to some extent, topics of daily
conversation. Let our own ideas be bright-

ened and heautified by contact with those of

others. 'l‘hey may be roughly heated——tem-
pered in the fire of eriticisin, or hardened by a
plunge into a cold bath of ridicule; but let
them pass through the trial. Theseverer the
anncaling process the truer the metal. What
stands the test will be pure and fine.

Noshing  will stand in the stead o conversational
abdity.  Thorough scholarship is of paramount impost-
ance ; but it rather increases than diminishes the e
cexxity ot our being able o tell what we know,  The
power of the able taiker to so diluse his own learing,
that he at onee baa toaches and s tansiit is a power
worth long years of toil,  We naay never ad wiald ot as
we would; yot, by persistent endeavor, we may make it
our own to no suall extent.  Our ideal showd be con-
stantly before usy and though it never beeowes a reality,
every strugele, as we strive to wmake it so. venders us
stronger, and the way, which lrads to the desired end, is
paved with pleasure and prolit, that are in themselves a
grand reward.
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_RFl . ]). HUTCHIN ;S’O./\"

John R. Hutchinson, who reeently reccived  appointe
ment to the Baptist Missionary Station at Chicacol.,
India, was latedy ome of our aumb r; and for that
reason, ax well as the tact that interest attachss to the
history of every man who dedieates his 12 to a philan.
thropic work involving severe seft'sac.ifiee, wo give a
biographieal sketeh of his carcer thus far,

Mr. Hutchnwon was born in Great Vi lage, (ol
chester Co., on the 18Sth day of Qctobar, 1848, 1t
will thus be seen that he enters upon mission work
abroad at an eailier age than most wea who have pre-
ceded iim.  Asa buy he was a fover of buvks,  Waey
a mere child horead a small work on mussions, which
so wrought upon lus mind and heavt that the seeds of »
missionary spirit were sown,  When eighteen vewrs of
age he commenced to teach school, his first experience

in this profession heinz hal at Upp v dlconomy.  Sub-
sequently he taught at Parrsboro’ and Canso. [lis

firmaess, clearnsss of statement, and  general thorough.
ness made him successful.  While teaclnn" at Pmr.\.
boro' he gave mstructions to a Miss \I.chlnlay, a
young, lady who had just four days less expericnes of this
werld than hnsedt. To this, or
staney, is due the fact thet the v spirits provad eon-
genial, and on the 13th dw of Octobor 1878, s “Geh
birthday, they twain were made one flesh.

In 1879 My, Huchinson matrieulated at Acadin
College, taking the 2nd prize; and since his preparas
tion, especialiy in Latin and  Greek, had been got
lavgely withous the aid of an instructor, this was an
uncommon sucexss.  During the Freshwan year he
took Honors in Classies, and ranked as ona of the best
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