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CHAPTER XII.

A DEPÂRTURE.

"IAnd, young or aid, on land or sea,
One guiding nlemory I wiII take,
0f what she prayed that I might be,
And what I ivili be, for her Éake 1»

*Tw lg before.daylight one morning,
Ia few days after that when Dan quietly

rose, dressed, 'lighted his candie, and crept
down stairs, careful- fot to; rouse any one
-but Ben, whom hie quietly asked to dress
. and folow hm, as he wanted his assistance.
There -was; nothing remarkable in -Dan's
getting up before dàYlight. He often did-so
-whfen hie went-out shooting, or to some ýdis-
tant fi.ýhing-,-ground. But there was somne-
-ihing-unusual in bis manner-in the grave
-detérmined look -on the boys usually brigbt
face, in the lingering-glànces he cast around

himn at -ail the, faniiar objects; about him.
As hie passed his.niother's haif-open door,
-too-strange that she did not-wake and hear
-the stealthy footfall-he lingered- and hesi-
tataýd, as if he would fain have gone in. But
w*ith-a gesture asif of deterhiinatioti to some
décisive and important step, .he séemed. to

- ôllect his resolution, and passed out of -the
ii60use, carrying witb -him. the saddle -and
bridie, and wént to thé field wbere Beauty
-Was!stili-quiietly doing on the grass, already

-:ihitenéd by a slight hoar frost. She ýrose
1imstaùtly *at her mastér's step, shoiok ber
-'héâd, and-neigfièd-; Whilè lie, going-ctiickly
*up to ber, *had her sàddled-aÈdý bridIed -in a
-fé* ýmoments. Then .he -kd-. ber- 'towaids

.tie-front'of the.iue n~yn e~oh
fence, went in to summfôn Ben very quiétly
-£nd'c cautiously, and to tâké a * Ëniall bundie
w.hich be hadleIft inthe*porch. Everything.

was stili dark and i 'ndistinct ini the.dim grey
haif light, but Dan knew well howto trac *e
out each familiar outline, and as hie went.out
he haif turned back, and leaning his head
against the side of the porch, sobbed audi-
bly. With the sob,. .did. there not tise an
incoherent, unùttered prayer, tbat God.would
bless and keep the dear ones who .layun
suspectingly asleep ?

Then, followed by Be-1, whose swift. feet
trotted along by Beauty's side, accompany-
ing Dan in silent-unquestioning compliance,
* e mounted bis mnare, and quietly rqde
down the avenue. At the. turning into the
woods, Dan took one more-long look at the
dear old house-dim and shadowy among
dira and sbadowy trees, against tbe sombre
grey skzy-and then dashing onward,.gaUIop-
ed for a mile witbout drawing rein, til ie be-
thQught himiself of waiting for- Ben. When
ýthe-latter came up witb him the two went at
a more moderate pace, along the road to
Duni2s Corners.

When -the faniily-rose to.theirusualmoirn-
ing's occupations, the. absence of neither
Dan nor Ben caused for some. time any un-
easiness. It ýwas; so, common- a thing for
-them-both to be missing on some sudden
expedition .that no one. -regarded it as any-
t'hing reniarkable. -But wheni the day passed
away, .and evening came, and .still-no trace
of the- nissinig ones appeared, even when
:tea-time* aived, Mms -Campbell-and jeanie,
as well as Alan, becamne anxious _and un-
easy.

'Il, . can't; thinc where he coùld'havegone,"
bis mother said ; 41hle said nothinr.a7oout-it,
-and* I can't -see that lie can have,taken any-
thing-with- him toeate'


