e

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

91

;qluncs from those likely to know, touching the object of his
areh.  But no one could impart any information. .
W?s'; length Latmer found himself in the Queen City of the!
to ]Oo.k But he'had no eye to admire anything he saw ; hestopped |
eb at nothing with wondering interest. _ Inhall an hour after’
Tang 8t tuuched the wharf, he was abroad in the city, on his er- !
of merey, :
Jam: Young @r!ington had fearned the trade pf a coach.n'mker,l
b Nceﬂfwam, first, to every establishment of this charcter in the
etl 2 make inquiries for him,  But the scarch was fruntless.‘,
meg 'lf-" spent two days umong the grog-shop keepers and boat-|
eﬂ'ur.la ut with no better Buccess. He was about relinquishing his
of the t0 find the one hesought in Cincinnati, when a man in one
the 1 lquor stores at which he had called, hearing himn meation
wame of Arlington, said— i
«Vho? Jack Arlington do you mean ! ;
”YCS." replied Latimer, ¢ Do you know where he is 7"
« 1€8 in rather a hot place by this time, T should think.”
hy do you eay that 1" anxiously inquired Latimer.
saw him in Nalchez under.the-Hill, three weeks ngo,

But

i

as

himysalnw Jack had hold of him, I rather think it’s all day with
[} W '

olnnYe”“‘” Jack 1" said Latimer inquiringly. 1le did not under.

a8 the term,

holg

Woy

ellow fever,” replied the man; ** and the way it was lakingi
Of him was a caution to sinpers.  When I left him, 1!
Wt have given the snap of my finger for his life.” :
Lﬂlilr:t notwithstanding the elender hope this information gave to
een o he made particular inquiries of the man where he had |
Sary, ohn Arlington, and took passage in the next boat that"
for N for Loujaville. At this place he found only one boat up
five 2tchez, and that was advertized 1o godn the allernoon. At
we !" clock the time mentioned in the advertisement, Latimer
w!ile(‘]"} l;(m;d, am‘i waited impatiently for !he b'()at to stf;\rt, but
thy M vain. Towards sundown he received inforination thal
ang 1 2uld not leave the landing uhtil the next morning.  Vexed
Ay Sappointed, he left the boat and walked up into the lown.
% : Was strolling along Main.street, he passed a man in whose |
lcnuozlnce the‘:re was something that particularly arrcsted his at.’
bgkey? but wiiy, he could not tell, Involuntarily, he turned and
sith, - 8fter him,  The man was miserably clad, and walked,'
ter sta, fom weakness or intoxication, with an unsteady gait. Al
alop, "ding and pazing at him for a short time, Latimer nioved’
he é"‘ the direction the man was going, and followed him until’
Crogg oty him enter one of the many dnnking dens that hned a,
ay €et, near the river, Passing on, he walked as far down

‘T'herc he stood’

ang ) Mer-street, still thinking of the man.
Pe“?edu ed back toward the housc into which be had disup.

A .
khe\?cr thinking awhile, Latimer made np his mind, he hardly
c‘"din‘lv Y» to see more of this miscrable creature, and, ac.
f“hndgy- walked back and cntered the drinking house. Hec
Ceilip, 8bout hatt a dozen persons, in a small reom, with a low
ed dow, © 8tmosphere of which was scarcely respirable, go load.
The Dern Was it with tobacco emoke and the fumes of liguors.
"‘bl., N who had attracted his attention, he found scated at a
ley thy 8ving curds with a man whose appearance was little bet.
d‘“lar. '8 own, The amount of the stake wus a quarter of &
Prey “limer ook up a newspaper, and sat down under the
" reading, but, rcally, that he might observe the man
) ’reatw‘!\,\z atiention to himscll. The game progressed in
anda “;}lh evident eagerness on the part of both to win.
o of the one in whom Latimer felt interested, trem-
Played his cards, and he leaned heavily, for most of
* 88 he sat ut the table, cvidently for the support it gave

o Wy

timey, "8 ‘t:‘e countenance of this person that most interested La.’

in% l!ethale] More earnestly he looked at him, the more certain
Yain fyy |‘e had seen him before, but he searched his memory

Ms“ddem the timo and the place,

ATy, hy‘ ¢ truth flashed upon bim. It was the brother of

m;w n hin:”" \In} quoct of hisg search? He saw the likeness:
do 1)yi0 ) 20 bis sister as elear asa sunbeam, Just as ho had

) his g ; ,
}:?‘h he h:”g‘“ﬂy. the gaue terminated, and the man with
AJ r“nge:“ ?'“Y‘"gy exclaimed angrily—

i On . you cheat &
he dre T ORth fell from D ed me

c thin, quivering lips of Arlington, as

his fist and made a pass at liis opponent.  But the

ack

latter stepped nimbly aside, and let hum stagger forward and fall
heavily on the floor. Before Arlington could recover himself, the
man drew back his foot and was about kicking him bratally in
the face ; but Latimer sprang forward in time to prevent this cru.
elty, by graeping him tightly and drawing him back with a eud.
den jerk, The man endeavored to free himself by violent strug-
gles, swearing dreadfully as he did so; but he was in powerf}
handdS, that held him as securely as if he had been buund with
cords.

As soon as the prostrate man had regained his feet, Latimer
released his adversary, saying to him in a kind voice as he did
80—

“ Forgive me, sir; but I could not sec you injurc onein whom
I have a decp intcrest.”

This was interrupted by a volley of oaths and threats.  But
the man had felt the strength that lay in the young stranger's
arm, and did not care to come into personal collision with him.

“ And who are you, pray " said Arlington, a little surprised at
the interference, and still more so at an expression of interest in
him. There wero four or five boxes, as they were called, in the
room, to which persons retired to cat or drink. Latimer glanced
to one of these in which a candle was burning, and said, as he
nodded towards it—

“Come aside with me, and I will tell you,”

Arlington followed him, and they sat down together, on oppo.
sile sides of a small table, each looking intently into the other’s
face. There was that in the appearance and manner of Latimer
that filled the company with something like respect, and though
they stiil kept their cyes upon him, anxiously, as he retired with
Arlington, no one came near or atiempted to jnterfere with him
in any way.

«You ask who I am ?” said James, as soon as they were thus
alone.

“I do. Bat, before you answer me, let me thank you for having
saved a sick man, who is almost a8 wecak as a child, from brutal
vio'ence. And now, let me inquire who you are, and why you
feel any interest in a poor wretch like me, who does no good for
himself nor any one else "

“ Your name is John Arlington, is it not 7 asked Latimer.

“Tes

*You are from the East?”

[ Yes,Y,

¢ You have friends living there 1"

“| presumeso. But I'left home some years ago, and have
heard nothing fromn there gince.”

« Why have you not written howe

¢ Because I could write no good of myself. My poor mother
had trouble cnough close at hand, without having any sent to her
from a distance. But she may be dead now.”

“ No, she is not dead. I saw her only a short time ago."”

“ My mother!" exciaimed the young inan suddenly, much agi.
tated, and Icaning over towards Latimer,

“" YQF;"

“ My mother! And was she well 7

# Yes, and happy, but for the thought of her wandering son,”

“ Happy! How can sho be happy 7 Is not my father »
The young man paused and set his teeth firmly together.

% Two yearsago your father signed the plkdge, and, since then,
has been industriuus, provident and kind.  But for your absence
aad errors, your mother’s heart would be happy.”

« Signed the pledge? Oh no! That is too good news,”  And
the young man shook his head doubtingly,

«It is truc,” replicd Latimer, firmly. I saw him sign it,
and have since worked in the eamne shop with him, for two
years.”

“ Where 7"’

“ In Newark.”

« [s my mother in Newark 1" asked Arlington, in a low voice.

% Yes. And your sister Mary is with her.”

“ And my younger brother and sister ?”

¢ They arc at home also.”

“And I unly am a wanderer and an outcast. Oh! if I only
were at home again, and in euch a pleasant place as home must
now be, I am sure I would be a better man, But that is impossi-
ble. I have not the means of guing back ; and if I had, I would
not sadden my poor mother’s heart with so miserable a spectacle
as I present. ~ She thinks me dead, no doubl. Let her remain in
ignorance.”




