
Lclurc oit tlhe 0-3d Psaiîr.

WZaS Ovcrwlîieliiiet with wvond.er andi slîamc nt
the stratifge rcqucst ; andi pointedl olnt to 111
nnother part ortlîc village, tic inhabitants of'
%viie iiiiglît bc worthy to -ive ine to drink,.-

I Iuwv siloild 1, said, shc, "wlo rni a 1arwart
%voiuau, crive drink to you V 1 tolti lier I did.

not regard tbc distinctins made îy the irali-
mnius, -and coutedr lier well woriby tu peribrmn
tic service 1 rc<piired ; but no argument or on-
treaty coutil îrevail witib lier to grant. rny re-
quest. I rcacbed niy qîlaiters abot nine
o'clock-.

THE PR"IVILE-GES 0F CHRISTIA-NS, BEING THE SUBSTAN.CE OF A LECTURE O-N

TIIE 23d1 PSAL-M.

This Psalrn, which was penncd by Davidi,
grives us iu thc siuiplicity of the seutiments
%wluieli it contains, a fine specimnen of tlîat pece
or inmd which those wlio have put their trust
in Coti, enjoy ainid tie troubles and afflictions
of this World. In tlîis portion of IIoly \Vrit,
th care of Goti in providing for ail the ivants
of lus people, is stated wiîh a peculiar bcauty
as well as plainness. The Psalmist doos not
livre expatiate, as lie oflen does, on the divine
:iinjesty and poiver, ivith tic view of teaclhing
iis, that the cburcb mnust needs be Secore
aga inst ail cvii. H-e rallier attempis by mens
o?' the xnost simple but afflecting imagcry and
by cxliibiting Gods care towards hiniself as an
iuidividual, to ivin our hearîts also--to put our
trust in that Goti, in whom lio testifles one inny
50 safely confide and calmly repose.

flefore illustrating '-ic full import of ibis di-
vine songr, it rnay bc proper fi-st to state nt
largre, the two nictaphors wvhich are livre oi-
ployed for the purposc of reprcsentingr Ile care
whlich Godtiaes of lus people. The fornier of
thlîse is fountii on tie care, which a sliephcerd
ta-kes o? bis slîcep. ilThLc Lord is mvy Shqr-
licld :' It nay be observed, however, tbat ive
can hîardly, in the proscrnt state of society,
%vhcre the care of flocks is esteemeti a mcmn
eniployanent, pcrceive tic wliole expressive-
ncss an-d bcauty of thie metaphor. Tîe mnan-
niers of thme Isi-aclites o? aid wverc diffierent froin
ours. With them a siiepherd, was a znost hon-
orable cmployincnt. The ]?atriarchs luaâ been
zill slîcplierds--tlicir propliets andi princes,%were
crngagedl in this occupation, mand tbe royal
Psalmnist wvho pcînced thuis song, and vhio, sat
iupon tlic tlirone, -%as tak-en fi-rn the sanie
class o?' incu. In suclu a, state of socicty they
,wcrc botter fttei than wc are to, appreciate the
full îunount of the stacient which the Psalm-

ist n'ah-es, W!uen lie says "9 Thce Loi-i is viiy
S'h1cir." It is easy., lioivever. to ZgaZther

froin ibis îusalin wlîat wcrc the lut tes of a good
sliep)iierd:. lie takies care tbant lus slicep dIo *not
w'ant, cithier iii respect of coînfort or protectioin.
lIc ads tliemi îîot to thuose dry places whiere
thore is scarce so inuch of the green blade as
ivill prcserve them in life. lic Ieads them ra-
ther to tbosc rich and flowcry nieadows, where
havingr cateni o? tlic tender grass, tbcy may lite
clown iii peace. And not oîîly does tlîc good
shiephierd tdhke care thiat luts sliccp have abuti-
ance of foodi, but lie îîrovides carefuilly for tlîeir
comfort. IlIc ads thym along the hiargih o?
streanis -%vhcrc thicy iniy be refresieti anidtiUi
licat o? suminer by tbc coolncss oftlic waters.
le tak-es care also, not to lcad them to those
places wherc thec strczun foams and is.-t-gitutcd
by the rocks, wliicli oppose it in its progrss-
but li c ats ibeni to cain Pools, ivliere the wva-
ters are alivays unruiflled, and whicre thcy niey
drink al, thecir leisuire ln saety andi in peace.

Thc grood shepherd lias a tender care o? lus
sliccp, for sliould any of thueni iii its vavwiardl-
ncss bappen to wvandcr, hc follows it; libriiugs
it back-, carryingt it in lus bosoin, and h-zwing
put it again into the fiockr, he leatis ilieni zuiul
guides tbem li straiglit and proper pathus, bc-
cause lic is a tender andi faitliful slicpherd. Ile
proteuts his sliccp also -unidst, thic greatest dan -
gers. For shiould they nit amîy tunce have to cross
some dark anid dismal pass, wlierc tiiero arc
bciists of prey rcady to devour thymn, andi where
thcey are lin danger o? fahling over the gloorny
precipices, and bcing dashliec against tic rocks;
still cven lîcre thcy are safe, andt se, simiplc auud
iniplicit is tlicir confidence in the protection
o? their shcplîcrd, tiiet thcy will îvalk forwardl
anuit darkncss and danger, directeti by his rot],
andi dccndcda by bis sîaff; iintil thcy ascenti te


