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ierod and Leter,
Acrsxir: 1-17.
Colden Text, P's. 34: 7.

May 20,

B\ ?/-IIILE Paul and Darnabas are prenching at
Yo Antiach and receivii g contributions for
the poor sawts in Jarusalew, Herod 1s beat on e x-
termivating the Chrwtiuns,  Jlerod Agnippa 1. wag
grard:ou of llered the Great, clever, pompous,
crafty, and heentous. 118 short rdigy, from A.D.
87 44, was stained by many acts of crueity. s
jmpuety cost Lim Lis hie. Mo died naserably,
v. 28, V. 1. Stretched forth his Land —exercised
his arbitrury authorr'y.  fo vex—“afllict,” R. V.
Certain—those who were taking the lead in the
church. V.2, James—the clder, the only one
of the twelve (not to mention Judas) whose death
is mestioned 1n scnpture, The record is very
biief, aud fulfiis the prediction in Matt, 20: 23.
With the sword—1le was beheaded by Herod's
orders, not by decree of the council which wounld
have condemned him to be stoned. Dreause 1l
pleased the Jews—what will some men not do for
opalarity ¥ Leicr, o longer ashamed to own bis
rd, was sp:cially obnoxivus, because hie faithfally
rebuked prevailne g vice.  7he days of unleavencd
breud—the cight days of the Pussover feast, But
for the proprietics o Jewish ritual Peter would
havo lost his bead tov V. 4. Quaicrnions—{our
detachments of four inen each, who relieved each
other during the four watches of the night. Extra
precautions on acceunt of Lis previous eecape, cb.
6: 23. V. 5. The disciples, utterly helpless,
turned to the Lord in united and caruest prayer,
Ps.34: 7. V.7. There are many instances in
buth the Old aud New Testament of the ministra.
tion of angrls, Gen. 16:7,9; 19: 1; 22.11;
Matt. 4: 11; Loke 2: 9., V. 8. 'Tho detsils
giveu are & guarautee for the reality of the facts.
It was no juere dream.  Gird thyself—ro time for
arranging his toilct, and no need, for he had lain
dowu on ths prisou floer in his clothes, save the
onter ¢l ek, which now served for his coverlid, and
nis saudals which wero easily adjusted. Vs. 9, 10,
Wardens-—the firss, were thie two to whom he was
chained, the second, the two who mounted gusrd
at the door of the cell, V, 11, 12 The realiry
flashes upon Peter that he is again nuraculously
saved from his encmies. 1o goes to the well
known house of Maiy, cousin of Darnabas, sce
R. V. on Col. 4: 10. Jukn, called Mark, author
of the seeond gospel. V.13.15. ¢“Who's theret”
asked Rhoda. ¢ A {rieud,” replies DPeter, In the
exciteruent of the mowment she ruus to tell the
disciples hefore letting him in. ¢ Too good nrews
to Le trur,” say they ail. It must be his gonardian
angel, or his ghost; Believing prayer has won a
potable victery. I'recisely low the thing was
done matters nmot. Their prayers are answered,
and Peter is safe. In cvery time of need the
Christian’s trne a‘titnde is carnest, defiuite, un-
ceasing prayer, be 1eving that Got hears and wul
atgwer in llis owa wuy and at Iis own time,
Tue early ciurch at Jerusalem was o praying
<hurch.

Panl and Barnabas in Cyprus.

May 27. Acts xmr: 1-12.

Golden Text, Acts 13: 2.

T
IDEGINNING with this chapter Luke treats al-
=) wost exclusively of Panl asd Ii's work among
the Gentiles,  Afier DPoter's releuse Paul and
Darnabas returned fiom Jerusal m to Antioch
where they remaiued s.me vears.  DBat novs they
are to enter upon a wider aphera with the d-finite
purpose of 1preading Christianity threughout the

wotld. V. 1. TheCaurch at Antioch, now abiout
ten vears old, was alr aly large ; so strong that 1t

e¢ould afford to spare some ot its miuvisters, The
persons umamed were among the prophets and
teachels, 1.¢., these by whom the work was carried
on. Baraabas was the ruling spint at Antioch.
Lattle i4 kncwn of the others excepting that Lucius
was a kinsman ol Paul, llom, 16: 21- V. 2. 4s
they ministered —in the act of conducting divine
service. Fasted—Fasting, in the sense of abstain-
irg from food, is not enjoined in the New Testa-
went. Our Lord, indeed, frequently discounten.
ances it as savouring of self-nghtcousness, The
fasting referred to here and eigewliere iu counection
with apostolic practice was not of the nature of
penapce, but rather a state of such intense carnest.
ness as rendered them oblivious to hnuger for the
tiwe being, Ch. 10: 10; 14: 23. Iu copuection
with prayer, it meansa regerve in regard to cvery
kind of fleshly in-lulgence or luxury, s:c Isa. 58:
3, 5.6, 13. Scparate me—set apart in an orderly
manner for the special work of the inistry.
Lurnabas and Saul - The very bewt :nenin the
church are tire men to ewploy for foreign missions
aries. V.3. I'aul had alrcady been *¢:alled” by
God to become & missionary, Gsl. 1: 15, 16 ; Acts
22 : 21; and now he is forinally ordained as such
by the Presbytery, Sent them cicay—on their
first great wissionary jsurney. The same obliga.
tion rests on the Church now to send the gospel to
the heathen. V. 4. Scleucia—the sea-port of
Autioch, 16 miles west. To Cyprus— DBirnabas
kuew well how wmuch hig countrymen stood in need
of evangelization, and with assistants hike Paul
and Mark he hoped to do them good. V. 5.
Salamis—the captal of Cyprus, where many
Grecian Jews met to whom they preached in the
synagogu. V. G- Pephos—on the western sudo of
the island, 100 miles from Salawmis. DB.rjesus—
‘s3on of Jesus” or Joshua, “Bar,” corresponding
to the Celtic *“Mac.” Imposters of this kind were
numerons, who traded upon the credulity of the
people ard profited by ther supristitions. V. 7.
The deputy—or Roman Governor. A prudcat
man—of a candil and enquiring wind, who would
hear the missioaaries for bimselt. V S. ZElymas
—+the magician,” as Barjesus called hinself.
WP ithstood them —fearing that if thadeputy listened
to the new camers his occupation would be gone,
sce ch. 19: 28-27. Vs. 911, Then Saul—From
tLis time forth he becomes the central figure in the
history cf the church, bis uame is changed to aul,
aud Barnabas takes a subordinate position. With
stern rebuke be silences the sorcerer.



