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THE SUFFERING REDEEMER.

CouE, poor sinncr, weak and weary,
Burdened with aload of clay,

As along the dark and dreary
Toilsome path you wend your way ;

Come, und_take n passing view—

Sco what Cbrist has borae for you,

Beo Him now, the * Man of Sorrow,*
Crossing Cedron's sacred brook 3
Blowly his disviples follow,
Stowly, with dejected ook :
Hark ! their sad foreboding sighs,
Herald coming miserivs.

Gh! beliold Him, crushed with anguish,
Standing thero apart, alone;
Seb His drooping oyelids languish,
_Hear that bosom-rending groan 4
Mark ! the bloodly sweat drops now,
Trickling from is pallid brow.

Low.in supplication bending,
Hark, He breathes the fervent prayef~—
“Ig:lber! me‘r]cy xi:nrer ending,
Spare me this, this torment spare; 4
’th% Father, Do it dono pares
© Asthou willest to thy Son.”

O what wondrous resignation !
Heaven’s cternal Majesty

Yiclds to this suvere probation,
Bears this Joad of agony ;

On Lis head the vengeanco hurl'd

For & guilt-polluted world.

Who such mipgbty lovo can measure?
Wkho its compass can define ?
Yet, my heart, this nobls treasure,
None could purchase, may bo thine !+
laste, thy readiness to prove—
Hasto to claim this proffered lovo !
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A CALL TO PRAYZER.

By tne Rev. J. C. Ryee, B. A. Curist Cnurcy,
Qxrorv, Recror or Hertinenayy, Surrors.
(Concluded.)

1 commend to -you, in the next place, the impor-
tance of carnestness in prayer. It is not necessary
that a man should shout, or seream, or be very loud,
in order to prove that ho is in carnest.  Bub it is desi-
Table that we should be learty, and fervent, and
warm, and ask as if we were really interested in what
we were doing. It is tho ** effectual fervent ” prayer
that *“ availeth much,” aud not the cold, sleepy,
lazy, listless one. Thisis tho lessonthat is taught
ug by the expressionsused in Scripture about pray-
er. Itiscalled * erying, knocking, wrestling, la-
bouring, striving.” This is the lesson taught us by
Scripture examples.  Jacob is one. He gaid to the
angel of Penuel, T will not let thee go; oxeept
thow bless me.” (Gen. xxxii. 26.) Danicl is
another. Hear how ho pleaded with- God : “ O
Lord. hw; 0 IlonL fOl’gi\‘O’; 0 L'.)fd, hearken
and-do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God.”
(Dan. ix. 19.) Our Lord Jesus Christ is another.
It is written of Him, * Iu the days of khis flesh be
offtred up prayer and supplication, with strong ery-
ing and'tears.”  (Heb. v. 7.)  Alas! how ualike
R this to many of cur supplications! How tamo
#0d lukewarm thoy scem by comparison ! Hoyw
truly might God say to many of us, * You do not

amend this fuult. Lot us knock loudly at the door
of gruce, like Mercy in ** Pilgrim’s Progress,” s
i€ we must perish unless heard. Lot us sottlo it
down in our minds, thi: cold prayers ure a sucrifice
without fire. T.ct us remember tho story of Demos-
thences, tho great orator, swhen one camo to him, and
wanted him to plend his causo. o heard him
avithout atlention, while he told his story without
cammestness,  Tho man saw this, and cried out with
anxicty that it was all true.  ** Ah !” suid Demnos.
thenes, ** I beliove you now.”,

Tcommend to you, in the next placo, the import-
ance of praytng with faith. Wo should endeavour
to believe that our pruyers are always heard, und
that if we ask things sccording to God’s will, shall
always be answered.  This is tha ulain command of
our Lord Jesus Christ : ¢ Whatsoever things yo do-

.ire, when yo pray, beliovo that yo reccivo them,
-und ye shall havo them.”

(Mark xi. 24.) Taith
is to prayer what the feather is to tho arcow: with-
out it-prayer will not hit the gark. Wo should

-cultivato the habit'of pleading promises in our pray-

ers.  Woshould take with us somo promise, pnd say
« Lord, hero is thine own word pledged. Do for us
as thou hast eid,” This was tho habit of Jacob,
and Moses and David. Tho 119th Psalm is full’of
hings asked, *“ according to thy word.”  Above il
'we should cultivate the habit of expecting answers fo
our prayers.  Wo should‘do like tho merehant, who
sends his'ships' to sca.  'Wo should not be satisfied
unless we seo somo return. Alas! there are fow points

't on which Christians come short £o muchas this. The

Church at Jerusalem made prayer without ceasing
for Peter in prison; but when the prayer was
answered, they would bardly elieve it.  (Acts xii.
15.) It is a solomn saying of old Traill’s, *¢ There
is no surer mark of trifling in prayer, than when men
are careless what they get by prayer.”

I commend to you in the next place, the import-
ance of Joldness in prayer. Thero is an unseemly
familiarity in somo men’s prayers, which I cannot
preise.  Bat thereis such a thing as o holy boldness
which is exceedingly to Lo desired. T miean such
boldiress as thot of Moses, when he pleaded with God
not to destroy Tsrael: ¢ Whercfore® says be, ‘should
the Egyptians speak and say, For mischief did he
bring them out, to slay them in the mountaing?
Turn from thy fierce anger.” (Esed. xxsii. 12))
T mean such boldness as that of Joshua, when tho
children of Isracl were defeated before Ai, ¢ What,’
says he, * wilt thon do to thy great name®  (Josh.
vii. 9.) This is the boldness for which Luther was
remarkable. Ono who heard him praying said,
*What a spirit,—what a confidence was in his cx-
pressions!  With such a reverence ho sucd, as one
begaing of God, and yet with such hope, and assur
ance, as if he spake with a loving futher or friend.”
This is the boldnecss which distinguished Bruce, a
great Scotch divino of tho 17th century.  His pray-
ers wero said to be * Iiko Dolts shot up into heaven.”
‘Hero also I fear we sadly come short. Ve do not
sufficiently realize the beliover’s privileges. Wo do
not plead as often as wo might; ““Lord aro we not
thy own people? Isit not for thy own glory that
wo ghould bo sanctified? Ts it not for thine honour
that thy Gospel should inereaso 27

I commend to you, in tho next place, the import-
ance of fulness in prayer. 1 do not forget that our
Lord warns us against tho examplo of tho Pharisces,
who for pretenco make Jong prayers ; and commands
us whien we pray not to use vain repetitiors.  But I
cannot forget on tho other hand, that He has given
‘His own sanction to largo and long devotions, by con-
tinuing all night in prayer to God. At all events

praying too such. Might -it not rather bo feared,
that many beliorers in this genoration pray tvo little ¥
Is not the actual amount of time that many Chris-
tians give to prayer in tho aggregato very small ?
[ am aftaid theso questions canuol be answered very
satisfactorily. I am afraid tho privato devotions of
many are most painfully seanty and limited—just
enough to prove they are alive, and no wmore. Tty
really seem to want lit*lo from God. They scem to
lave littlo to confess, littlo 1o .ask for, and littleto
thank Hiin for. Alas! this is altogether wrong.
Nothing is more common than to hear beliovers com-
plaining that they do not get on.  They tell us that
‘they do not grow in grace, as they could desire. Is
it not rather to bo suspected that many have quite as
much graco as they ask for.? Isitnot the true ac-
count of many, that thoy havo little, because they
usk little? Tho cause of their weakoess is to Le
found in theic own stunted, dwarfish, clipped, con-
tracted, hurried, little, ndrrow, diminutive-prayers.
They have not because they ask not.  Ohi ! reader,
we are not straitened in Christ, but in oursblves.
Tho Lord enys, ** Open thy mouth wide, and’ I will
fill it.”” Butwe aro liko the king of Israel, who
smote on the ground thrice and- stayed, when: he
ought to have smitten fivd of #ix tiines.

T commend to you, iu the noxt place, the impogt-
anco of particularity in. prayer.” We ought not.to
‘be content with general pefitions. We ought {o
specify our wants beforo the fhrono of grace. It
-should not be.cnough to coufess we are singers. We
should name the sins of which our conscicnce tells us
wo are most guilty. It should not be enough to ask
for holiness. We should name the graces in-whick
wo aro most deficient. It should not be enough to
tell tho Lord we aro in trouble. We should describe
our trouble and all its peculiarities. This is what
Jacob did, when ho feared his brother Esau, He
tells God exactly what it is that ho fears. (Gen.
xxxii. 11.)  This is what Eliezer, did, when'be
sought 2 wifo for his master’s son. Hd spreads be-
fore God precisely whatho wants.  (Gen. xxiv. 12.)
Thisds what Paul did when ho had o thorn in the
flesh. Ho besought the Lord. (2 Cor. xii. 8.)
This is true faith and confidence. We should be-
licve that nothing is too small to be named before
God. What should we think of the patient who told
bis doctor that ho was ill, but never went into par-
ticulars? What should wo think of the wife who
told her husband sho was unhappy, but did not
specify the causo?  What should we think of the
child who told his father he was in trouble, but
nothing more 2 Oh ! render, Christisthe true bride-
grooz of the soui,~—the true physician of the hean,
—tha real father of all Bis people. Let us show
that we feel this, by being unreserved in our commu-
nications with Him. Lct us hide ub secrets from
Him. Letus tell Him oll our hearts.”

I commend to you in tho next place, the import-
anco of tntercession in our prayers. We arcall sok
fish by naturo, and our selfishness is very apt to stick
to us, cven when we aro converted.  Thero is a fen-
dency in us to think only of our own souls,—
our own spiritual conflict,—our own progress ju
religion, ond to forget others. Aguinst this ten-
dency we havo all need to watch and strive, and not
Jeast in our prayers. Wo should study to.bo of a
public spirit.  YWo should stir ourselves up to nameo
othor namnes besido cur own before tho throno of
graco. We shonld try to bear in our hearts the
whola world,—the heathen,—the Jews,—tho Roman
Catliolics,—the body of true beliovers,~:thd profess-
ing Protestant Churches,—tho country in which we
livo,—tho copgregation to wlish wo belong,—tho



