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COMMERCIAL.

Leather and Shos Trade Prospects.

All kinds of black leather and sole are in
active domand at the advanced figures. A
largo lot of waxed upper was sold in this city
last week at thirty-fivo conts.  Attention is
mvited to our currespondence column this

month as to present prices in relation to the
ncreased cost of preduction.  Tanners are
not as a rule getting the advance called for
by tho increased cost of hides, In some cases
they are gotting a little more but everyone
knows that tanners have been losing money
for years at tho businesa, It is about time
thoy-threw uside modesty and made n little
headway. Ieather isto-day atnormal values,
being about where it was five or six yearsago.
Twenty-fivo couts for splits and forty conts
for grain aro not oxorbitant figures. Trade
will be moro healthy.

Tho great squirm has been in the shoo
business, There are some men in the trade
who scem to bo afraid of their own shadows
and as a consequence prices have mlvanced
very gingerly in shoes, The trade realize
protty well now that they have to too the
mark and are putting a proper advance on
their lines. Tho average has not yet beon
anything like equal to the advance 1n leathor
and wo are afraid some concerns will como
out at the small end of the horn at the end of
the present seasun. In luug Luuts the hange
necessitated is so great that 1t requires consi-
derable nerve, manufacturers claim, to iusist
on a proper advanco, Thirty to forty cents
in split stogas and fifty to sixty cents on
grain boote 18 a stiff advance, but ii is neces-
sary under the circumnstances. Most of the
trade have been caught aslecp by theadvanco.
A story is told of a western manufacturer
who five or six weeks ago was offered splits at
thirteen cents i.. Montreal, and the day fol-
lowing sixteen cents in Quebec. When he
returned west he could not get any for Jess
than twenty cents. It is said he went to the
magistrate when ho got home and aksed him
to give him thirty days for nol buyng at
first.—Canadian Shoo and Leather Journal.

Winnipeg Cleariny House.
Clearings for the week onding May 80
were $531,908, balances, $164.235, For the
previous week clearirgs were $952,783. For
the corresponding weok of last year clearings
were §765,532, For the month ending Apnil
80, clearings were $3,093,079, as compared
with $2,U58,8%0 for April of last year.
Following are the returns of othur Canadian
clearing houses for the weeks ended on the
dates given:

Clearings.

May 9. Muy 16.

Montreal..  $12,060,005 $12,208,818
Toronto. . 6,810.147 5,881,553
Halifax... 1,366,972 1,060,103
‘Winnipeg. 1,048,212 830,921
Hamilon , 677,277 576,247
Total  $21,162,612 £20,610,757

—————

Financial and Insurance Notes,

Thero has been a falling off in the demand
for timo money and the New York loan mar-
ket shows tho offect of it by an increasein the
offerings of funds aud a sla ker tone in rates.
The transactions on behalf of the government
bond syndicate have apparently had no effect.
Bus.ness in time loans is on a very Jimited
scale at 2 to 23 per cent. for thirty to 90 days
and 2} to 8 per cent, for longer time. Itis
understood that on extra choics collateral
oven these figures are shaded. As regards
coramercial paper the situation is unchanged,
there being a limited amount of offerings,
while tho demand for all kinds of buyers is
very good.  Call money is 1 1§ por cent. and
unsteady at that.—Rradstreet’s, May 25,

Toronto Grain and Produce Market.

Wheat.—Thero were fow sales being made
owing to tho high prices asked for (g)num'o
red and white- wheat, nearly all the holdors
west asking 81, Manitoba wheat is firmar,
with sollers asking $1.08 for No. 1 hard, To-
ronto and west, and $1.10 Montreal freights,
lake and rail. N

Flour.—S8traight roller is now quoted at
$1.60 to 81.60, Toronto freights, and patents
81,756, Manitoba grades were advanced 25¢
per barrel to-day, and holders aro now asking
$i.25 for patents and 5 for strong bakers'.

Millfeed.—Tho city miils are asking more
monoy for bran at 815, and shorts aro quoted
at §17. Shorts aro quoted at 816G to 817 west,
and bran at $18 to SL1.

. Barley.—~Cars of feed ave firmer at 50c out.
side. Malting barloy is nominal at 62¢ east
for No. 1.

Oats.—Aro in good demand and firn at 88
for cars of whito north and west, and 39
middle froights west. Cars on the track hore
are quoted at 42¢.

Cured Meats.—ITeavy mess 815,75 ; shoul-
ders 818.50; clear shouldor mess, $18.75 to
$14.25 ; short cut 816 to 816.25, Dry salted
meats—long clear bacon, cars 73c¢; ton and
caso lots, 8 to 8fc, backs Y to 93c. Smoked
meats—hams 1le; broakfast bacon llc;
bachs ludc and rulls 8}e, picnic hams 8e.
Lard—tierces 9¢; tuls Yc; pails 93c; com-
pound 7 to 74c.

Butter,—~The receipts are fair, there is a
moderate domand and the market is steady at
12 to 123c for large rolls and 12¢ for fresh-
mado dairy tubs, and 4 to Gec for low grade,
Creamery is slow and casy at 18¢ for rolls and
16 to 17¢ for tubs.

Cheese,—~Is dull and easy. Job jots are
quoted here at 7§ to 8c. The Liverpool cable
was I8 lower to-day at 483 for colored and 423
for white.

Dried Apples.—Job lots here are quoted at
151 to 154c, and round lots outside at bc;
evaporated are quoted at 7¢ and round lots
at G to Gic,

Wool,—There is a fair amount of now
fleeco wooland the market i3 steady, with
dealers paying 19¢ to 20c for lots of washed
and llc to 12c for vnwashed. Tho stocks of
Territories wools carried over from tho last
crop areso large that the wutluok for our
ranchmen for the coming clip is not very
bright. These wools now have to compete
with the wools from North and South
Dakota, which are offering in Chicago at 5¢
te 7. for heavy, 7¢c to 8c for heavy fine, and
9c to 10c for fine choice. This makes the
prospect for Territories wools less bright
than formerly and prices are not likely to be
ashigh as expected for theso wools, Thy
inquiry from the home manufacturers is
slov and the market i3 dull and steady at
20c to 21¢ for surers and 22¢ to 28c¢ for
extras,

Hides.—There is & good demand for all the
hides offering and the market isfirm at8c
for cured and 7c for greon. Sheepskins are
in good demand and the offerings will likely
be smaller now that the season for wool has
opened., The market is firmer at $1 to $1.25
haio and country skins are quoted at 75c¢ to
S1, Calfskins are in fair demand and firmer
at 8c for No. Land 7¢ for No.2, Tallowis
weak ; local dealers are paying 5o to 53c and
asking 57c to 6¢.—Globe, May, 27.

Tho Toronto Globe says: ‘“Ihe damage
to the fruit crop was not in some places as
bad as at first roported and it is believed we
shall yet have abundance of small fruit,
which will, of course, make a better demand
for sugars s tho scason getson. Granulated
is solling here at 43 to 43e.”

Comparative Prices in Staples.

Pricos at Now York on May 2§ and a yeqr
430,

Moy 24,1895,  May 26, 18y

Flour, steaight spring..£3.50 to $4.20 £3.00 to 24,4y
Flour, stralght wintsr. 83 60 to §4.00 82450 8243
Wheat, No. 2red...... 78%c [
Cerp, No. 2 mixed...... b7{c 434
Uats, No, 2.ec.00e veses 320 40]c
Rye, No. 2, Western .., .. eers
Burloy, No. 2 Milwaukee .
Cotton, mid. upld, 7 6-100 Tle
Pzint cloths, 01x64.... 2 U- B¢
Wool, Ohlo & Pa,, X.... 15to 16l¢ 2%
Wool, No. 1 cmbg..... 19 to 20¢ 23 to .
Pork, mess new,.. ... £13.75 to 14,60 $13.00to 13
Lard, weatn,, stm.......  0.860 7.40¢
Buttee, croamery.ove., 180 17¢
Cheeso, ch, east{tv, ... 6o e
Sugar, centril, 16%... Jjo 21816~
Sugar, granlated...... 4 7-160 40
Coftee, Rio, No. 7. ..  16jo 1030
Petrolcum, N. T.Co. . 1.07{0 LY
P'e'roleum, rid. gal.,, .. 8 (0o 8.1tc
Tron, No. Lanth.,. .... $12.00 812560 to 18,25
*lron, Dess, pg. oo o0 81000
*Steel Liilets, ton ... $17.00 $10.00
Ocean Steam Freights —

Grain, Liverpool 13d 1

Cotton...... . 6-04dd

. vee Be64d
* Pittsburgh,

A Changoe Nesded.

A radical change i3 needed in our criminal
codo, Men are permitted to breathe tho air of
freedom who are as consummats thieves gy
any who languish behind prison bars. Itis
pussiblo to-day fur & man in business t L.,
goods, dispose of them before payment ma.
tures, pocket the monay, and cooly ask his
creditors what they will take on the Jollar,
Case nfter case of this character has arisen,
business men ask, is it _posssiblo thet secing
the enormity of the ovil no redresss will be
afforded by the governmont, Therg should
bo some provision mnking}it penal for a man
to dispose of his stock without notifying those
holding unpaid claims against it.  Another
way to mect the difliculty would be to provide
that tho purchaser should be held responsibie
for at least thirty days after the transfer. In
either case it wouls4 boe impossible to fraudu-
lently convey stock.—Shoe and Leather
Journal, ’

Freight Rates anEl Trafiic Matters,

The Montreal Trade Bulletin of May 24
says ** Very little business has boen done in
grain freights during the past week, the wild
speculative advance in Chicago having pre-
vented fresh engagements to any extent, the
prico of wheat in Chicago being about 10c
ligher than in Liverpool. “Wequote. I.w
18 3d Liverpoul, 13 8d to 1s 6d London, Isty
1s 8d Glasgow, and 1s 43d Bristol. Quitea
lot of sack flour is coming forward on old con-
tracts. and going out at Gs Liverpool, £s
London, 7s Glasgow and 93 Bristol. To the
Continent 23 to 23 8d for hecvy grain. IPro-
visions 83 6d to Liverpool, 12s 6d to London,
15s to Glasgow, and 13s Bristol, Cheese and
butter 158 w Liverpool, 20s London, 253 Glas-
gow and 223 6d to Bristol. Hay is quoted at
20s to 25s, and cattle 403 London and Liver-
pool, and 453 Glasgo~ and Bristol.”

—_—————— .

The Quebee government has decided to
grant a bonus of vne cont per pound on ox-
ported butter under the condition that a
certain quality is to be shipped.

s f To make a Daylight Journey

froin Minneapolis or St. Paul to
YOU  Chicago you will find the Badger
Wish State Express via Tho North-

Western Lino, the Pleaszutest
Day Train you ever rode on in the North-
west. Its Luxurious Parlor Car with every-
thing conducive to rest and enjoyment, is the
Easiest Riding and most Comfortable Day
Car we over had the pleasure of shaking
hands with or rather riding 400 miles in.—
The Union, Anoka, Minn,



