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MIXING WHEAT.

The Commorcial discuseed this question at
longth two or three weeks ago. Since then
the ngitation has increassd,  The boards of
Montreal and Toronto have been passing re-
solutions regarding the matter, and the Win-
nipeg exchange has replied theroto, Woe
publishs elsewhore in this iss e the resolutions
of the Eastern boards, and the reply of the
Winnipeg exchange.  We may explain here
to thase whoaroe not familiar with the subject,
that the grading of grain is gover. od by an
Act of Parliament of Canada, and comes
directly under the control of the Department
of Inland revenue. Grain inspectors are
therefore Dominion Guvernmoent officials, sub-
ject directly to the department named.
Hence it is that the resolutions are addressed
to the Dapartment of Inland Revenue.

It ix & matter fov regret that such a rumpus
has again been stirred up over this question
of tho grading end mixing of wheat. The
Commercial is still of the opinion expressed
in our recent article, that vastly more atten-
tion has been given to the matter than its
importance deserves. In some quarters an
effort has ovidently been made to make
political capital out of the matter, by excit-
ng the farmers to believe that they are lesing
by the mixing of wheat, and throwing the
blame on the government.  Sv.oral Manitoba
papoers huve undoubtedly made as much of
the discussion as possible, with the object of
turning a point against the government,

The principal cause of the discussion,
however, is evidently the antagonism which
seems to unfortunately exist between the
Eastern and Western grain interests. It
was the popular belief that the trade of the
Waest would be entirely controlled by eastern
business interests, not only in grain, but in
othor lines. This has not been realized in
the grain trade.  The graiv trade of Mani-
toba and the Territories is practically alto-
gether in the hands of western grain men.
Even the route of export is via Buffalo and
Now York. TEis has undoubtedly incieased
the feeling of irritation which has existed in
tho Fast over since the fixing of the Mani-
toba standards was taken out ef the hands
of the Eastern boards. The Commercial would
prefer to see the grain of Manitoba exported
by the Canadian route, and we would prefor
to see Eastern Canada exporters and handlers
gotting tho profits now reaped by New York
parties. At the same time it is not the fault
of the Manitoba shippers that the grain takes
an export route through the United States.
Freight rates are against the Canadian route,
and competition is too close and prices too
low to admit of paying auny higher rates than
are absulutely necessary. The grain must
tak- ho cheapest route. regardless of senti-
ment.

1t has boon the favorite cry, in connection

with the question of mixing wheat, to claim
that the farmers are losers by the process,
No reasonable argument can be adduced
to show that such is the case.  The fact is,
exactly the contrary istrue. The producer
<hares in any gain which can he made from
mixing, Let us explain. "The mixing process
enables the shippers to dispose of a portion of
the crop to better advantage than they could
otherwiso de.  Now wupposing that mixing is
prohibited, who will suffer?  Certainly not
the shippers, who will make up the loss by
buying the wheat at a lower prico from the
farmers, 'The producers ave the unes who
will suffer. The thing is <o plain as to hard-
ly need any argument to prove the case. The
shippers can now afford to pay a compara-
tively higher price ‘or lower grades, bocause
they cau mix with it, bat if they cannot use
it for mixing, they will bo careful to see
that their country agents keep the grades
down closely in bitying from the farmers.

* But,”" xay those who cither for interested
motives or because they do not understand
the subject, have been cerying out about mix-
ing wheat, * the price of Manitoba wheat is
1 to 2 cents under Daluth, and therefore the
farmers Icvo this difference, owing to mixing.”
Unfortunately for this argument, or rather
statement, it is not true. British warket
prices show that Manitoba hard wheat has
frequently sold at & premiwm over Duluth of
the same grade, within the last few wecks.
This is the only comparison which can be
made between Duluth and Manitoba wheats,
as it is only in British markets that the two
classes of wheat meet on comunon ground.
Manitoba wheat cannot be sold in the United
States, on account of the duty of 20 per cent,
imposed upon wheat imported into that coun-
try. There is a large home milling demand
in the United States for hard wheat, and on
this account Daluth hard grades have sold at
a premium over export value, for the home
trade. Duluth wheat has this advantage at
home over Manitoba hard, but in markets
where the twe wheats wrcet on common
ground, as in Liverpool and lundon, Mani-
toba wheat froquently sells at a premium,
Insume years Mani.cla wheat has sold at
home at a considerable premium over export
values.,

It is not necessary to change the Inspection
Act to stop the mixing of wheat, and it is to
be hoped that the changes referred to in con-
nection with the resolutions of the Montreal
board, published elsewhere in this issue, will
not be made, The proposed changes will not do
any good, bat will unsettle the trade and
do harm. This continual tinkering with and
changing the standards is a great annoyance
and injury to the trade.  If it is decided to
stop mixing, it can be done by making certifi-
cates show what the cargo is composed of, or
in other words, making the wheat inspect out
of the elevators the same as it inspects in,
While tho adoption of this plan would not
injure Winnipeg shippers very wmaterially,
it would result in a loss to the producers, who
are certainly gainers from tho mixing
process.

Tho fecling of antagonism between the
Exstern and Western grain men is much to

bo regrotted. To that  canse. as well
a8 to a  desire to make  politi-
cal capital, may he attribute!d

much that has been said upon these questions.
This agitation i3 cale dated to do harm. and
cause foreign byuers to he afraid to pur-
chase Manitoba wheat.  Many foolish and
abad statements have bean maie in the
newspaper press by writers who have very
littlo knowledg: of the commercial or any
other aspect of the wheat 1 tion.  These
statements, however, are aceepted as facts by
the general pablic, whose knowledge of the
actaal sit1ation i4 about equal to that of the
writers, and thus a wrong impression is creat-
ed in the mind of the public.

There is one point in regard to mixing
which should not be overlovked.  If mixing
is stopped at Lake Superior ports, where only
Manitoba and territorial wheat can be used,
it should alo be stringently prevented at any
Eastern points.  Manitoba wheat has beeo
mived at Eastern clevator points with <oft
Eastern wheats. and then exported as Mani-
toba wheat. This is more objectionable than
any mixing which can be  done in the West.
as it depreciates the standard of Manitoba
grades, without gaining anything for the
western producers.

MANITUBA ARD DULUTH WHEATS.

Mucen has been written about the relative
value of Manitoba and Daluth wheats, It has
been freely claimed that Daluth hard wheat
has sold at & premium over Maniwba hard,
and this re<ult has been attributed to mixing.
It has moreover been claimed that the farm-
ers lose tho difference.  Admitting for the
sake of argument that Manitoba No. 1 hard
has been reduced to a standard of quality uu-
der similiar Daluth grades, on account of
mixing, it would not prove that Manitoba
farmers lose the difference. It would rather
indicate that the farmers receive an increased
price for their lower grades. in proportion to
the value of No. 1 hard, as the profit from
mixing would enable buyers here to pay a
little more for grades under No. 1 hard, in
proportion to value. However it does not
appoar that Manitoba hard sells at a lower
price than the Duluth grade, as the foll wing
(uotations per quarter in the London market
will show «

The weekly report for October 1. of the
London market, quoted Duluth hard at 22s
73d. Hard Manitoba at the same date <old at
22: 9d. and sellors were asking higher at
233 13d.

Oa October 8 a parcel of Duluth was reports
ed to have sold during the week at 22 6d.
Manitoba also sold at 225 6d.

The report on Obtober 15 said that hard
Daluth on passage sold at 22s 6d.  Manitoba
sold at 225 8d, but this was for wheat not yot
shipped.  Asking spot quotations were the
samo for each grade.

On October 22 hard Manitoba sold on pass-
age at 223 8d. Duluth was nov quoted,




