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country wlthln tha saine lamîgth of Liie.

Z beC ~OmillCLrdi, a Tuerc is aiso" a feeling of rest tramn agitation nut
_____________________________________conflitdcîco ii tce futuîre whic In a imîca %tnt

INIPERG, sîî' Eh2,139 xperiamîee ta tlîos Wlio futuglît se lonîg ogaiîîst
_________________ - -- monopoly. Nlatiitoi).tns have been chiarge([ by

outsiders, Wtho uvare unacquitintoti witiî tha

SAFLY HROGHANOTIIER YEAR. sîtîtatian liera, as lcing proessionai agitators,W'ith titis issue Tin COMMERVtIAL enfers %Vito cotll net uxçist witholit keeping the colin-
upon iLs aiglith year of publication. liÂke a try iu a stata of strife. This liaq no%- bean
great many nnlraigTjit oîtr m A sliown ft ho sa Silice the final sumcccssifuil
appeareti rather carliar titan tha situation at co:,Cqlio. t the agitation against railway
the tima warrantait, tutd consequcntly duriug înoitopoly, thora lias jirobably been fang public
ta tirst fewv yuars, a gootl dcit of upluill work agitation in M,%aîtitobt titan fi any otîter part of

liait ta hcaoveatm. Tita strtiggie for existence Canatda. Our people hava sliown a disposition
which the newv enterprise liait ta contant! %iti ta agitato only wiien Lhey have saine reai
train its incaptien, %vas rcniterai dotibly scv-era griavance ta content! tsitlî, an,! ta minti thair
owing ta te great depression whliclî followed own business fi ail ittars. Dits in siîowî by
the collapso Of tha "bDom." TIICF ttRu~i the refusai oif weitcriî people gecrally tn j.îin
manda iLs tinst appearanca about tlie Line ta in the agitation over Quabec questionts, wlmich
ara of speculative activity anti real estate iîn. lia ben carrieti ta sticl axtremc.s in Ontario.
flation %vas passing away. Ait thratih thactrying Ail efforts te raine an agitation liera over tîta
pekiod whiclî foiiowcd tue afriglit and i liglît of jesutit citlestioli, for instance, hava provci tittar
tc wiid spirit of spectilatian, TuEr (XtutiCIAL failitres. Tuera is certaioly very mutch tas

w-as obligeti to struggle, without te adIvan- bigotry anti ititoîcrance iii tae West titan lii ta
aget fbavîng pravinuisly gaîniett any footinig lest. 'l'le auti-moiîopoly agitation ii tha

in tae coiununity, dtiring the conttinuationt of ý't est was against a reai griavaîîca and nlot ane
the perioti cf tea rapid expansion. ihough of sentiment or higotry, atid thougli iL svas coni-
expccting anti desiriîîg no support froin specît. tinî;et for a long; tinta, owing Iargeiy ta
lative or "boom" influencesTmCMEîîm, politicai tricks andi party feeling, hotît here and
hike Ail aLter legitituate bttsincss enterprises, in the LEtst, yct iL f tr-tishes ne grotinti for tha
w-as coînpeiled to Stifter iii tue depressioli wlticm accusation tîtat Western people arc professional,
foilowcti the collapse ef these influttnces. Frot agitators.
flic begianing, titis joutrnal le pendcd lipol th Tite Wcse-t tnay noiw bc saiil to have fairly
commercial anti inttustriai interests for stupport, entterai upon a perioti of more niarked progress
anti in company wviui these intercst iL wiii atît developinent. evitlences cf which have
stîffer dutriîg Limites of depression, andi flotrîsi everywherc been itiaue Apparent during the
in periods et expansion aitt activity. past year. Western people hava now morc

Foilowing the pariai! of depressiait caille tue rossait titan evar bîcuare ta teed satisfied with
agitation against ionopoly. As sean as tue titair lot, andt tlîy cati look forwarti te flic
comnumercial intercstst of te country itd iniîe fture with a feeling of chcerfîtîneas anti
ta partially recover front the first shock of tho confi'dence. l>aogrcss ni.uy îtdt have hean as
collapse cf the spoctîlative uerioti, it was re- rapiti as the 'niore sangutine caihl hava wishcti
cognizeti that sontething mîust bu donti, to fur, bîtt stili tîtere liaîs bean steady ativamice.
remeve theartificiai disativaitt.iges Atier whîicituent, aven dulitng the Limtiis of mnnpely anti
Lte country tuait labored. If Lile splirit o! agitationi. Bt new that the great bîîrdaîî
enterjîrise, which for a titie liai! languisîteil, %viliciî ciogg il the wheeis of progrcss is g.-fie,
wvas ta ha renowed iii a legitiinite ru:îuiir, thore cati be lîttile dotbt but thiat tlîe nextsaven
monopoly muîst go. Th'is %vas tue uîiiversal yarî wîill shtowt stch ativamicment as ta nalkn
belli 'rThe country coutil net prosper andî it a cause of wontler andi admiration ta tiiose
davcIop as it shoîtît, se long as thiese grtt wiîo mîay ho familiar witlt the prasont contdition
restrictions were iinposeid umuiet the froctemiî of o! timccotintry. Soeawioliîave pcrhaps decrieti
rai lway construictiont. 'flc iattle against tue- the counmtry, or vhtaL least htave iot dlotie
nopohy aîîd for the conmnercial treotlui of theo what tiîcy cout or shteîu!hi ltee clonc ta assist
W'est svas bagu, anti in titis figlit iL catinot bu iLs people in Lime of trouble, mmay yct hava
saiti that TitE Coitauts.cr lagget blitiittl. reason te regret thcir action, anti ta teai surprise
Whan the iglit waxeti hot and assumait at tue progress mitîti. Titi' CowîMiuocîÂL
serionisaspeas, or duritg the teinporar3 ltin ciaittîs soe share ii bringimg about wbat lias
in the agitation, Tit' o''oî,IN neyer ieen nlreatiy attaineti, anti in tue future iL will
shirketi iLs suare et tlîe work, uer tue respunsi. net be tooti lagging hehlimît wlîen the commer-
biiity therefore. 1cial interests of Wcstera Canada arc at stake.

The troublesomo <lays of agitation ture naît lai enteriag tapon th c iglith ycar of its exis-
over anti te country La now enjoyel iîcarly tence, 'fia osauit desircs ta express
a yaar of quiet andi frcdom front agitation. thtaiks for the veryv ganleronts support which iL
Theo developmcnt of te country lias gene hias recciveti freint tlîe mercanutile, nianufactuir
aheati trac frram monepoiy restrictions, anti ing anti fiuianciai intercala et Westernt Canada.
aircady with raeutts plcasing ta conteinplata, Titi' Co3niFEtcA1. now reaches weekly nearly
anti suffiieent ta canfirin the wisdotin of tote ai the leading business mon of te v-at region
who inaugorateti anti loti the nioement against stre-tching tramt Lake Superior ta the Pacifie
Monopoiy. Within te fait montdis tîtat have ceast, aid tramt iLs rendins throtighotit thîls
clapseti silice thse final settlensent cf the great stretcît et territory i, is constantly
ruilw*uy quest! 'a n, this coetttrà lias ccrtai.al> rcei,, ii,g vwords et encouragement anti appre
-made more rapiti anti soliti id'anti-eztot çiation, suhicis in tue future it sali endoavor
titan ever hefore in tue iistor t u ta menit,

OUR HEWEST RAILWAY.
VTe peopla of Manitoba anti the territories

haveO every reason La fccl satisfied with flie de.
%velopt??Dt of thoir country wihica las beau
going onl au rapitlly tItis ycar. Titis pnairie
rcgion fr esscntilily ant agricultttral toutitry,
aîîd tha ona great thing nccdfui fc.tlît deveiop-
ment of ait agrictilturai country in railways.
liajîpily the " lay of tha landi" in this country
is sticli that raiiway construction ie a compara-
tively easy mnatter. Tuiera arce odansa forcets,
rock cuttings, or tîînuelling throngli whlch tho
railways have to ba carried, but hIstead, an
open anti comnparativcly lavol prairie country,
witm ant occaliiotîsi river, valiay, or a patcb of
ligit tiniber to cross or paiss tbrough. With
theso favorable conditions it may bo consiciercd
certain that in tima titis country wilI ba covar-
aid witiî a rcgular natworlt of railva>s, antd the
farniar Who hias ta tiriva over tan muiles ta mar-
ket wvjll at soma future date bo considereti an
unraasonabiy long distance from îniiarket.

Foryears pst tnenopoiy restrictions preventeti
file imore rapiti construction of railways ii
Manitoba, but the days of the monopoiy arc
now ovar, and this year tho country hias entýred
upon an ara of railway building such as It never
beforo enjoyed. One of tha firat fruits of thrî
naw order of things, since the ramovai of the
restrictions upon tha frcadom of railwvay build-
ing in Manitoba, is the construction cf a second
railway between Winnipeg and the town cf
Portage la Prairie. Tiis roal, iL is wtell known,
wvas conplated andi opencti for regular trahlie
about thrc weeks ago, andi it is therefore the
latest addition ta tte cuimpletcd railways of Matn.
itaba, thomgh it will net hmold this distinction
long, with the numoher of otiier branch rmads
imiter constructIon.

The rendi betweea Winnipeg and the Portage
isb'wnced andI operateti by te Northern P>.%ciflc
anti Manitoba railway company, andi it i de-
signeit in tirne ta hecome a very important
portion of titis railway system. At WVinnipeg
IL connects with the n',ain lino of the company
for St. i>atnl, Duluth and Pacific coast points,
wvhite the western teraminus is at tîte dccc cf
the great wheat region known as tho Portage
plains. Already thils suew rot~d lias biat the
honor cf moviog the firat feul train cf new
wheat thippeti out of Manitoba this fàil, con-
sisting of a consigninçsnt shippeti frain Portage
ta Duluth. The wheat was loadeti on tho cars
direct fron Lte wagons, by Portage fariers,
andi forvartiet ta Duluth ini store.

'I lie ma*nagers o! te Northcrn Pacific and
MNanitobax systetit hava aiready tieclared that
titis newit braucli will net stop at tho Portage.
IL wvi1l ccrtainly be extendeti into the ricit
country to tc north and wcst o! this imîpor-
tant point, devcioping te ragian thraugh which
iL ivili pans, anti drawiug traffic ta tlîe carn-
pany's systemn of railways. A short lino front
Portage in a northerly dirctioni cf pr-tbably les3
than fifteen miles in laiigth, woultl reach soma
point on Lako Mlanitaba. With a siigbt ex-
penditure, a great systain of navigation cau ba
opcncd up on Lake Ma'u-itoba anti its connec-
tien, Lake Wiunipegoosls. The turc lakes
are about 250 milez, in length, anti arc aurround-
cd by a country ot ivarsiflati rasources, iocluti.
ing agricuititral, stock raising, timber anti


