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P ROl3ABLV' every îewspaper reader ini the world will say,
witltout second tîtouglit or evun rnonîentary deliheratiait,

that many ai the îîewslaper coîttroversies, tîtrust tînder lus face
and poked before lus nase fronît week ta week, are very bad.

Trhe newspaper controversi' that is bad is thte one ili wlîiclt
calumns af goad space arc takemi up ini thte itîdiscrintiniate use
af ugly adjectives anîd the reckless employnteîîs ai disgusting
persanalities and vulgar abuee. Readers do riot always like
such controversies, and for a newspaper, whatever the readers
do not like, is, of course. bad.

There is no need ta assert that such uîîprofessional warfare,
waged until the spring ai vituperatton lias run itself dry, and
the vocabulary of abuse bas becn pulled iita slireds, is uminter-
esting ta readers and bad for a iîewspaper. For a tinte sucli
cantroversies mnai be profitable, ini that they test the metal and
resources ai Ille contestants ; but tltey wear out. At siglît ai
the firct hale or tltreadbare spot, tlicy !,hould be quickly
dropped.

Ail tbis is said ini the face ai the fact titat it is rniighty liard
ta keep, still when Vour rival lias made a particularl>' cruel fling
and lias wounded you ini a sensitive spot. The first iniclination
is ta strike bacit. just as îou would if a niit struck you, and
intended it for ait inssult. Pvtilaps ht is ail uîghit ta sitiie back
for a time or Iwa. 'lhle ouI' may ta gauge it proper itumber
ai couiiter-thrusts and îîarrîes is ta tratcl the readers. If tlîey
arc interestud, and yau arc succeediîîg ini keeping îîasty words
out of the paper, it is weil eiuaugh, ta keel> i going for a seasoît.

There are iîewspaper controveisies that are ruit entîrel' ait
friendly lines, anîd thte public kîtows this fact so well tîtat the
matter becomes a good jokie, and no one niinds il nt ail. Oiîe
truc instance caît be cited, it is said, ai two welt.knlowti Missouri
editors, who figlît cadi ailier duriîîg nîast of the year li e twa
alligators, with their teetît buried ini a grip tlîat mcauts tiever let
go; and tîten, aloîtg iii tlle Wiîter, tltey nîay bu seeni witlt gusi
and bag, arm ini arm, making their way ta the depot for the
purpose of going ta Arkansas for tîteir aitîual liunt. The story
gaes further, and says tîtat while an iltese liunts tlîey think up
mean tings ta say about cacb othter duriîîg the comîing year,
and that they compare ntotes !ii order that each niai ges credit
for a fair number af briglit, spicy and cutsing thinîgs.

Whcther or itot such a cantroversy is a wise use ai valuable
space is anotîter tlîing. TIhe chief objectiont ta such a waîrfare
is that the average rcader, acquairîted with the mutually-under-
stood plan that is purstîed, will flu inta the habit ai taking wliat
is said about thte othter iellow witlî ait additional grainî ai sait,
because be does flot believe the editor means what be says,
anyway.

lIn addition ta its value as a space-filler on dull days, there
is little daubt that a dlean, spicy newspape:r contraversy, con-
tinued just lang enaugi to prevent that disastrous mistake ai
wearying the t'eaders, is a wisc nuethod ai enlivcnitig a ncws-
papier.

Only the artistic master ai laîîguage, and the writer who is
able ta acquire syllables and senttenîces ta do lus clever bidding,

ean successfullî' conduct bis end of a newsipaper controversi' af
the Il roasting " sort, anîd wourid the feelings of his opponient,
without resorting to words that ire coarse aîid disgusting and
correspondingly distasteful ta bis readers. Unlless a newspaper-
mlanl is so bItssed, and etidowed with the rhutorical cleganice
anld constructive trickery of a literary geius, lie lind better ex-
press bis opinions in ane or two shoit articles, anîd tiien let the
matter drop.

Tlhere will probably bue no dispute over the assertions alrcady
subrnitted :That ncewspapcr controversies rnay be both wise
and otherwise ; that they mnay bu hielpful and good in sornie
instances, and that, again, thcy miay be very bad.

TUE EASTER<N TOWNSHIPS* ASSOCIATION.

Preparations are gaing aliead for the bluskoka trip of tItis
association. 'lle nienbers wiIl leave Sherbrooke on Fiiday,
June t6, and go straiglit througlî by Grand Trunk ta Gravt!tt-
hurst. Thcy will expîlore (lie laites and islands until Tuesday,
leaving for Torontto on lý'edniesday morning, Junie z0. 'hurs.
day wilI be spent by a trip across Lakte Ontario ta Niagara Falls.
Friday will be spent in Toronto, leaving that nighit for Kingston
ta take the steamier dawn the St. Lawrence ta Montreal. 'llic
niembers get ordiniry transportation rrec from railways and
steamer comtpanies, on condition of wniting up the wholu route.
''The sleeping car rates agreed upon are $i.Sa lier double bertit
fromn Shterbrooke and $1.25 from Mantreal ta Miusitoka. Theî
sleeper froni Tloronto ta Kingston will be 75c. Per double
bertit. Front Kingston ta Montreat (day trip) by R. & 0.
steamer, the rate will bu $t.5o, nieals extra. These are good
rates ail tlîrougli. The arrangements arc in charge of 1. S.
Stevens, the secretary-treasurer of the association, wlîo will
make a prcliniiniry tnpl over the route the end of tlîis motîth ta
complute ail plans. __ _______

RE5IJLT 0F A BOYCOTT.
'lli fight of 'l'ie N'ew York Evening lost, anc of the niost

trustworthy and respectable journals ini the world, against the
harrassing C7ustoms regulations of the vort of New Y'ork, with
the subsee*'entt boycotting af the paper by influential retail
stores, wli,.n witltdrew tîteir advcrtisements, lias aroused great
iîîterest. 'llie autcame scems ta have been that the Support,
pub!icly expressed, given ta the paper by its readers lias donc a
good deal to frighitcn the boycotters.

Buntin, Gillies & Ca., Hiamilton, are offéring a good range
af round cornered cards, in white and colored. Tlîey arc called
te IlOxford Series," antd corne in five sizes.

COUJNTRY PRINTERS9
OPPOflTINITY.

FOR SALE.
A second-hand Drum Cylinder
Cottreli & Babcock Printing Press

*1ao-forni ,oticr-.. RaLck andt ~crçw.ciftiltion<Bl 33 S46
iictît s Capitîtc of r,,nfflsg t' il'c 10 founîcen letindred pecr
iour. Comîpliîe% ,iill co,înî,trl.ift and iîîîicys. Véry simpte
lu tolkatrucîiou and4 euy to opotate. SaîUta allc for a couintry

For particulars appty to WILLIAM BRIGGS
Methodist Book & Pubishing House, TORONTO.
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