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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Mixzrats 18 New Bruxswick.—The peoplo of New Brunswick are
becoming gradually awakoned to che fact that thero aro still many unde-
veloped resoutces 1n that Province, and as a resuit the Ciowa Land Office
has of Iato beon be:teged with appiicants for starching and prospecting
licenses. Un Uctober 19th no less than 3U0 applications fur aross were fi ed.
The greatest number of applications has been from Westmereland County,
where 1t is hoped that vatuabe gold fiods may be oponed. The paster
ateas of Atboit Couny aro also 1n pupus 5 demand. Quoens County is
said 10 bo about covored with applicatiuns fur coal searching and pruspect-
ing leasos, and s smail excitymont has beon engendered by the diccovery of
ssbeatos at Macadauvic in York County.

CAYADIAN VEGETADLE3.—--Canadians havo reason to be p:oud of the
vegetsblo display 1n tho IHorticultural Bui ding at tho World's Fair. Itnow
goes w:thous saying that Conadian applos bave won tho laarels in t¥  fruit
exhibit, and tho superionty of tho vegetable oxhibit is being ovesywhoro
scknowledged. Nearly 400 varioties of potatoes are on oxhibitivz, and all
variotios of boets, cabbages, and even sweet potatoes aro slso to boscen. The
hop exhibit from Bntish Columbia 18 pronounced by American oxperts to
be one of tho finest over s on, and evon in the lines of canned {ruit and
vegotables our Canadian firms aro distancing compotitors frum other coun-
tnes.  One plossing featuro of tho Canadian department is that tho fices
of oxhibitors and visiting Canadians are alight with pride uver theso well-
shown evidenzes of our country’s resources,

Tug Cuexist v8. THE PolsoNerR.—In a recent number of the Forum
thero is a most 1nteresting article ou the chemical analysis as a sure detector
of murder by poison Professor Ugden Doremus, tho learned author, is
confidont that although tho dirk science of causing doath by poison has
rade vast atrides of Iate, yot tho skill of the sanalytical chem st has kopt the
samo paco, and that whon proper 1esoarches are mide it :3 umpossibio fur the
murderer who has chosen poison for his dead:y woap -n to escaps the conso-
quonc-a of is d ed. Tho search for poson 1n tho dead tissues of & human
being may bo a work of ume. In a recont caso it w.s only after an exam-
ination which was continuid for threo months, that the presence of poison
was doecied. Prof. Doremus, howoser, obj-cts docidedly to the modern
process of embalming budies soon alter death with poisonous chemical pra-
parations. o is of opin on that a loophole 1s thus offored to poisonera by
which taoy may cffectually conceal tho cause of doath, and ho thinks that
tho law should interforo 10 the mattor. The ontiro anticle, though desling
with a grussome subjeet, is of dosp and unusual intorest.

Tuey Want 1585 Eartit.—Thore is not s littlo agitation in Government
quartors over tho stato of Rideau Hall. Tho roridecco of tho Governor-
Goneral has boon a costly affair, What with alterations, additions,
rcfurnishing, oftc., tho noeds of tiio vice-rogal court have boen pretty
standily before our peoplo. \hilo it is but fitting that the ropresentatives
of Hor Majesly should bo housed in a manner Vofitting their exalted posi-
tion, we yot sco no rearon why, aftor so many calls have been made upon
our peoplo for the needs of t{o Hall, that it should bo charactorised as
“ un_otfl fashioned rookery, unfit for hsbitation.” Rideau Hall {fano palace,
but it is and should be a comfoitablo plac of residence.

Tur Provinciar OyvsTer —Lovers of that luscious bivalve, the oyster,
will be glad to loarn that offurts aro to bo mado to provent tho destruction
or dopletion of our Provincial oyster beds. Mr, Ernest Komp, an English
expert in oyster culturo, has boon eximining the oystor beds of Canada,
and ho has now mide a formal report on tho subject ¢» the Minister of
Marino and Fishories. Mr. Kemp attributes much of the falling off in the
oyster beds to the uso of oyster rakes. In winter ospecially ho considers
that tho use of rakes is most injurious to the beds. The rakes gather in
oystes of all sizes, and the raker who assorts the shells loaves the small
oystors on tho ico while he carrios off all that aro fit for market, The small
oystors thus exposed perish on the ico and when a thaw comes they fall
through breaking into and distuibing the beds below. It can thus boe read-
1y seon that the 1omouval of the yuuog oystors is a acrious matter for while
this constant destruction is going oo the broeding of the shell fish is greatly
iuterfored with. Another cause of trouble in the beds results from the
wisdirected work of the musse!-mud diggers. Theso men are m st harmful
to tho beds fur they mske great excavat.ons in scarch of shellaand in throw-
ing tho refuse mud about, effectually smother both oysters and broods. Me.
Kemp furthor suggests that a regular closo scason, from the first day of
June to tho 15th day of Septembor, shall bo cbeerved, that ice fishing anc
Sunday fishing shall he alike prohibited, and that tLo uso of tongs and
dredges 1n place of the common rokes ehnll be enforced. Should these
precautions bo observed ho is confident that our oyster beds would speedily
become an oxcellent ard steady source of income,

Civic Reronrus.—1It is ab.ut timo that the citizens of Halifax should
rouso thumselves from their torpid condition and tako an sctive interest in
civic affairs.  Tho rapid way in which tho debt of the city is mounting up
is appalling. Ten yea s or 80 ago, whoa the old system of making lensants
respons.bio for taxes was in vegue and a laige percentage of taxss waa lost,
tho rato was $1.10. When the presentexcellent systom, making the taxes s lien
ard thusassuring their prompt and cortain col'ection with a very sm 1l percen-
tago of loss, was adopted, it was supposed that in a fow years the rate wou'd be
dicroased, but ia apite of full col'ections, the rate has gone on increasing,
uuntil to-day it is £1.61, with overy prospect of soon reaching the ruinous
§2.00 mark. With surpriringly litilo to sbow for it, the debt of the city
has reached a cool mil.ioz, and new burrowing bills are still being moo*ed.
Tho lato meoting at tbs Lycoum is a go:d iodication of sn awakoned interest

| in civic affuirs, and the question now arieos—what reforms are nece:sary

and whero shall wo begini?  Under section 290 of the Act to consolidate
and amend the Ac's relating to the City of Halifax the Legislature hss
oempowered the Council to assoss annually a sum not to excerd 3110.000
fur st.ted civic purpo:os; and upder section 291 it is also authorizsd to
awsess annuslly for somo twounty different purposes, iccluding charitable
institutivns, the paymont of interest on all moneys lawfully borrowed, alt
amousts required fur sinking funds authorized by tho Legislature, and fz.
tho re-payment of temporsry loans authorized to be asscesed for as extra
zssessmont, ote. Formerly, it was tho practise to go to the Logislature each
year for powers to assess stated sums required for the year's city business,
and a roturn to this old practico might prove ealutary, as st presont the full
amount allowed under tho charter is always a-sessed for, whilo each yesr
special borrowing bills ate boing carried through the Legislature for large
swmounts. Tho sgitation to olect the m mbers of the Council by the vote of
tho wholo city, instoad of by wards, as at present, seoms to havo many mors
disadvantages than advantages,and before adopting this course, it would be
well to wait awhilo and ses how the chango acts in St. Joho, where it has lately
b.cn carried by a popular vote. The laws of the cily are excellent,and no im-
provement is roquired in them. What is wanted is better material in the
Cuuncil, and a wiso economy in oxponditure of the city funds. The selec-
tion of Aldormen is loft with tho voters, and if they will only oxerciee their
powers with due care the Council may bo purged of its incompetent mem-
bers, and their p'aces filled with ropresontative ci izens. Not that thero is
not plonty of good materisl in tho presont Council as thore is, but a judicious
wooding out would vastly improvs its ability to deal with the very aerious
problems which a period of reckless extravaganco has precipitated,



