Dregssen 16, 1873.)

place, ho says Marshal Bazuuw's despatch

of the 19th, giving an account of the battlo'
of St. Privat, aud showmy that ho stitl i

tended taking a ne:therly dicection, was

communicated to Ium (Marshal) by M.

Vietri. This despatch deternuned him to!}
chango Lis march upon L'aris, and take the:
direction of Montmedy. lle reciived no

other despatch. With regard to Marshal

Bazaine’'s message of the 20th August, statt

ing that he was taking np a2 position near
Metz, and would notfy Marshial MacMuhon

of his march, tho President of the Republic
1eiterates the statement contained in iis

previous deposition, that he does not re:

member having received it, adding that e
does not believe that if it hwd been delivered

to hiim the fact would have escaped his me-

mory.

M. Amiol, inspector of the telographs,
gavo explanations with regard to the trans-
mission of despatchies to the Emperor.  Only
those that wero not in cypher were deliver-
ed to the Emperor direct : eyphier messages
were not vresented to [1is Mnjesty unul thoy
had been decyphered. The pomnt atissue
was the non receipt of M.ashal Bazatne sdes-
patches of the 2l of August by Marshal
MicMalion , they were retransmtted from
Longwy on the 22nd, and the question wes
—were they first seut to Paris and stopped
there,or were they sloppedat Clinloas 7 M.
Amiot, after having examined the dosu-
ments, proved that the despatches were first
communicated to Pans.

M. Rabuasse, the next witness, narrated
that he was sent by Colonel Stoflel to obtain
information respecting  Marshal Dazzine's
samy. o the 22nd of August he veceived
four despatches from Massurols, and pro-
ceceded at once wich his colleague, Miés, to
tho telegraph office, whienca they were for-
wzrded by the -clerks. On the morning of
the 23rd they received orders to return,
und they started with the original despateh-
os by an indirect road. M, Ilabasso added
that they -abowed them on thetr arnival to
an officer, who said he had known their con-
tents two days ago. llc instructed them to
hand theso despatches to Colonel Stoffel,
which they dul an the tollowing morning,
namely, on the 26:h  In reply toaquestion
M. Rabasse sud he addressed all tho de-
spatches to Colonel Stoffel at Rheims,  The
Duko d’Aumale rcmarked in a shghily
ironical tone that hie must have acquired a
fresh reoollection, for hie had menuoned to-
Qay for the first timo tho circumstance that
before delivering the onginal despatclics to
Colonel Swoffel hie showed them to an officer,
who said Li: hid scen,them o days pro-
viously.

Tho next witness, M. Mics, however, con-
firmed the evidence of the previous witness.
and added that tho officer to whom they first
handed the despatches on the evening of;
tho 25th was Colonel Dabzac, of Marsha
MacMahon's staff. MM. Rabasse and ldics
considered tho order to return as a confir*
matlon of the fact that the despatches they
sent had been received at the headquarters
in Rheims.

Calonel Dabzic wis then ealied, and deni.
e havingreccived the despatciesalluded to
hy tho (wo previous wilnesses at Rethel, on
the evening of the 23th. lie said bisre-
collection upon this point was precise and
positire, seeing that hie was waiting the de-
spatiches with the utmost impatience. The
Duc d'Aumalo recalled MM. Rabasse and
\Iics to confront them with Colonel Dabzac,
and Lo askéd Mids whether ho persisted in
lhis affirmation, warning him at the samo
timo to ba.careful,as o was on his oath. Al
Mies sworo that he had spoken the truth,
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and entered into further details upon the
sabject,

Much excitoment was mamfested imwcourt
when thiese witnesses wero confronted, but
tho matter was not clesred up.

TWLNTY [OGLTH DAY.—NUV, -JI1l. EVIDENCE
O COLONEL STOFFLL.

Colonel Stoftel, having been called, stat-
ed that Marshal MacMahon attached him to
his staff solely with tho object of obtaining in
formation respecting the movenients of
Prince Prederick Charles’'s army. The
witness sworo that he nover openad the do-
spatches addressed to Marshal MacMahon,
which he only read after they had been per-
used by the marshal, Heafterwards gavo
an account of tha mission entrusted to 3,
Rabasse and Mies. He doubted whether
tho despatch ordering MM. Rabasse and
Mies to roturn had been sent by him, and
expressed his belief that it must have been
sent off under his name by another oflicer.
Ila said hie had no knowsledgo whatever of
thoe telegraphic despatches sent by M.
Rabasse and Mies, with the exceptions of
ond} 1a which they stated that they had not
been ablo to obtain auy information. He
recollected vaguely the day when they re-
turned to the camp, addiog that he did not
cven examine the accounts they gave him
on their arrval. This last declavation
created & great impression in court.

Colonel Stoffel's written desposition, made
befors tho Committee of Inquiry, was rezd
at the requestof the Government com mis-
sary, andd tho letter pointed out tha
contradictions between it and tho ovid-
enco given bhy tho colonel today. The
witness replied in 2 genersal way that ho had
but a confused recoliection of what occurred
and remembered nothing for certain. Asa
proof that Rabasse and Mies brought him
no information respecting Marshal Bazaine,
he cited the fict that he gavo them no re-
muneration e alded that they inpo way
drew Lis 1ttention to the importanco of the
pagpers of which they were the bearers, and,
indeed, wmade nuo observation respecting
them Colonel <taffel then sought to justi-
fy himself agsinse the imputations made
upon him in Cenerl Riviere's report, but
tho president sefused to bear him. On Col
onel Stoffel persisting in speaking the Duc
d’Aumale, in 2 stern voice, **Colonel, I
order ¥ou *~ st 2o Lack to the wituesses'
room.”

M. Ralasse was recilled, and the preside
ent ordered the cletk of the court toread
his written deposition and his report upon
bis mission to Longwy. The Duc d’Aumale
then pointed cut that these accounts were
very minute and complete, and asked 3.
Rabagso huw it was hio had forgotten to
mention 2 circumstancosoimportant as that
deposed to by him yesterday~—namely, that
beforo delivering tho despatches to Colonel
Stoffel lio and Mics showed them to another
colonel on tho staff. 1lo also drew the wit-
ness’s altention to several contradiclory
circumstances, and coxpressed surprise at
bis having so suddeniy recovereit his mo
mory upon an important point. Al Rabasse
in reply, stated that ho had consulted M.
Mies on thoe subject, whereupon the presid-
ent severely condemnoed his conduct in en-
tering into a preliminiary undorstandiog
with a fellor witness ns to the evidences to
bo given, a procecding which was most
irregular. ‘The Duc d'Aumale’s close gnd
searching argument "pon this point produc-
ed a great impression, AL Rabasso afirmed
that Colonel Staffel took cognisance of the
ggspntclxes when they were handed to

im.
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M. Mies was then recalled, and tho pres-
iident made obsecrvations {o him similar to
thoae which he had addressed to tho provi
ous witness. M. Mies roplied that his re-
, port upon kis mlssion to Longry was simply
‘an acccount of tho way in which he had
spent his time ; ho hnd expressly added
that he would furnish other detnils. The
Dac d'Aumalo, with theo same severity as
Lefore, pointed out the contraditions in the
differnt depositions made by M. Mies.

According to this witness, Colonel Stoflel,
on receiving the despatches, said, ‘¢ This is
what you havo alrendy telegraphed.”” M.
Mies added that Colonel Stotfel conversed
with him for a long time in the evening.

‘Tho court remained adjourned to'day for
a longer period than usual, On the resump
tion of tho sit ting, Colonel Stoflel was re
called, and the Duc d'Aumale asked him
whotber he would retract words uttered by
him at the conclusion of his ovidence, when
ho said:—#With referemco to General
Riviere, I share tho sentiments of the whole
army,and have no other feeling towards him
than that of contempt and disdain.” As
Colonel Stolfel refus:«d to rotract this ex.
pression, tho president ordered a report of
itto bedrawn up. The council for the de-
fence endeavoured to interfere in the mat-
ter, and urged Colonel Stoffel to retract,but
he again refused todo so, The president,
after having signed thisreport, announced
that he should send itat the close of the
sitting to the generalin command of the
military division, who, if he thought fit,
would submit it to the authorities compe-
tent €0 take cogaisance of the insult to the
reporter who had been entrusted with the
preliminaryinvestigation of tho present case.
This incident created a great and prolooged
sensation.

M. Amiot was examined with regard to
tho telegaplic despatches.

. Mies was recalled, and affirmed that
Colonel Stoffel took coguisance of thede
spatches delivered to him on tha 26th
August,

Colonel Stoffel again denied that he re-
ceived the despatch of tho 22ad, or that ke
read the above-mentioned despatches on
the 26th, Ile contradicted the evidence of
MM Rabasse and Mieson all points, On
the conclusion of his examination, the Gov-
ernment commissary rose and read and ar.
gument demanding that an information
should be filed aganst Coloael Stoffel for
making away with the despatches. Ife
reserved to himself theright of prosecating.
The counsel for the defence endeavoured to
intervene at this point, but without success,
and the sitling closed amid great excite
ment.

‘The court was more crowded today than
on any previeus occasion. M, Target,
Frencl wminister at tho Ilague, several der
pulies, and many otber personages were
present.

(To be contlnued.)

Adespatch {rom Lundon, Nov, 21, slates
that despatches from Cape t Castle re*
port that Col. Feeting, with 400 men, sor-
prised an Ashantes camp, on the 2jth of
QOclober, near Dunkwa. The savages, who
at fitst rook {o the bush, subsequently at
tacked the troops, but alter an engagement
of three houra wera driven off, Their loss
in killed and wounded is believed to be
largo. TVive Eoglish officers and fifty-two
nativo_aaxiliaries wero wounded. It is
clamed that the Ashantees were in fullre
treat after the fight. A reinforcement of
of 200 regulars will soon cmbark for the
Afcican coast,




