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THE LITTLE FOLK.
Our Dag Trick.

If I werc gaing ta preacb a sermon ta somne little
folks I know, can you guess what I shouîd take for
My text?

I can iancy bow you wvill smiîc and your eyes
sparkîe witb amusement when I tell you that 1 would
take a dog for my text.

A qucer text? Yes, it certainly is, but a vcry
good anc notwithstanding, for there are a great many
things that little people -%ould do well ta learn fram
Trick, aur Scotch terrier.

In the first place, for you know every sermon
must have a firstly, Trick is very abedient. If hie is
enjoying a game of romps hie is neyer too cager or
excited ta heed bis mastcr's I Lie down, sir."

In a moment the gamne is ended and Triclz lies
quictly down, althaugh bie may tremble with sup-
pressed excitement and eagerness, and his brown
eyes will be very full af wistful entreaty as he ivatches
bis master's face for permission ta bound up again.

There is nathing that Trick enjoys mare than a
ood gme, and wvben bis master sits doiva bo itill
nd apebble, a little stick or a bit of coal and Iay it

on bis înaster's knec ar in bis band, and then hie wil
stand beside bim ivaiting for him ta notice itand toss
it in the air. Before it reachies the floorTrick jumps
and catches it in his moutb, then hie brings it back ta
bis master ta tbrowv again. This is a gamne af wvhich
hie neyer wearies.

Secondîy, far I must not forget the bcads ai my
little sermon, Trick is ver>' persevering. Hc serms
ta bave lcarncd and put into practice that littie
couplet that aIl children have beard:-

"il at first you doa't auccccd,
Try. try agaiu."

If Trick is flot successful wben lie tries ta do any-
thing he doos flot get discouragcd and give up the
attempt altogether. Not a bit afi a. Hc keeps
steadily at it until bie accomplishes it, if it is somne-
thing that dog power can accomplisb.

Trick is a great, jumper. Althangb bie is a small
dog, be can jump over the garden fence without any
difiiculty. Sometimes bis master pins a bandkcr-
chief an the top ai the doorway, and Trick w'ill
jump far it until at last bie catches it in bis mnonth
and brings it in triumph ta its owner.

Even gif the bandkcrcbicf is placed sa higb that it
is out ai bis reach it docs flot seem ta discourage
bimn, but bce jumps again and again, lik-c a bouncing
india-rubber-ball, until at last bis master takes pity
on bim and gives him a chair ta jump upon.

L-astly, Trick is ver>' faithful. If anytbing is leit
in bis charge bie can be dcpended upon ta be faithini
ta bis trust, no mnatter wvhat tcmptation may bc
offered ta bim ta dcsert bis post, and I tbink tbat is
perbaps tbe bcst lesson wc can learn fromn tbis dog.

1 am afraid that not ail boys and girls can bc
trusted as implicitly as Trick can bc trusted. His
dog conscience seems ta tell bim that it is dishonour-
able ta break a trust, and so hoe is faitbiul and loyal
ta any charge thar is laid upom him. Can the same
bc said af ail boys and girls?

If bc could speak% instead ai looking at us sa
wviscly out ai bis intelligent brown eyes, bie would
tell us ta be faithful in evertbing, as bie tries ta bc.

Now, do you flot tbink that Trick ma<os a vcry
gaod text for a wee sermon, and that a good man>'
usoful lessans can bc learncd from this wvise, clever
doggie? MINNIE E. KENNEDYV.

Stories of Cats.
Cats; have always been tbc companions of mari,

or at any rate bave always inhabited human bornes.
The ancient Egyptians, like the modem Exiglish,
Iovcd and resqpectod the beautifuil slcck tabby ; nay,
the Egyptians carricd their regard so far as ta wvorý
ship the animal wvbiIc alive, and presLerVe its borncs
whcn dcad; and cnbalmed cats are frequently found
in the niummy-pits, in the silent campanionsbip of
their human fricnds

The affection of cats for their young is wcll known
Here is another instance of it; and an illustration of
the marvellous manner in which somne animais can
ýfind their way tbrough districts quite strange ta them:

IlA military chaplain, wvhen living with his famnily
at Madras, had a favourite cat. Having ta change
bis residence, lie removed ta another sidc af the
city, a distance of several miles. The in-caming
tcnant's ivife took a great fancy ta the cat, and
beggcd that it might bc transrerred wvith the house.
Through fear that it wvanld be lost in gain g sa far fromn
familiar haunts, addcd ta the knowledge that a goad
home wauld bc given, and, mare cspccially, because
poor puss wvas thcn in delicate health, she wvas, aftcr
much hesitation, allowed to remain.

About thrc wveeks afterwards, the chaplain's wife
sitting in the drawing-roomn of lier new home, wvas
amazcd ta sec their aId friend enter the verandab,
spring inta hier lap, overwhelming hier with caresses,
and showing cvery possible sign af dclight at their
reunian. It wvas assumed that she had, in an un-
accounitable marner, came ta take up lier quarters
whcre she wvas sure of a welcomc.

Towards evening the visitor disappcared, ab
mysteriously as she had arrived. The following day
she returned, but tbis time not alone, for in hier
mouth wvas a vcry small kitten, wbich she gently laid
at the feet afilber mistress with a pleadirg and most
cloquent expression, as tbaugh craving for protection
for it."

Of another cat wvbich did not like ta be parted
from hier littie one, the followving story is told ;-

Mistrcss 1'uss lives in a family as its belovcd pet,
and has much careful attention. Each ycar, wvhen
the family goes into the country, cf course Mifistress
Puss goos ton, and thus she bas became quite used
to travelling and its accompanying discomfarts. She
bas become used also ta the variaus sigas of moving
and knows wvhat it means whcn the carpets came up
and trunks arc packcd.

This particular season Mistress Puss, being the
hapyy mother af a promising kitten, wvas very
anxious and nervous as the time for flitting dreiv near
and at last became so troubled that she attracted the
attention af the family by bier peculiar behaviour.
She had packcd hier littie one into a partially fillcO
trunk lest it should be overlookcd in the moving I

A Knowing Dog.

A Newioundland dag owned by a New Orleans
lady gavc an illustration of the fact that in sorte wav
dogs camprcbiend wbat is said ta tbemn.

One day a lady called an bis mistrcss, and during
ber visit Lion camne in rather sbyly, lay down an thc
parlor carpet and wvent ta sleep. The conversation
ran on, anýd tbe visitorf.inally said:

"What a handsomc Newvfoundland dog yau
bave."

Lion opened onc eye.
" Yes,' said tbc mistress. "He is a very good

dog. and takes, excellent care ai thte cbjîdren."
Lion opened the ocher eye and %wavcd bis tail com-
placcntly ta and fra on the carpct. IIW h= tbe
baby gocs aut bc always goes wvith bier, and I féei
sure that no barm can came ta lier,"' bis mistress
continued. Lion's tail thumpcd violently on the
carpet "<And bie is s0 gcntlc ta thcm al], and
sucb a playmate and companion ta tbcm tbat wve
would flot takc$xoao for bim." Lion's tail naovwcnt
up and down, ta and fio, and raund with great
undisguiscd gîe. IlBut," said the mnistrcss,"I Lion
bas anc serions fault." Total subsidence of Lon's
tai3 together %witb the appearance of an expression
ai great concemn on bis face. IIUH wvill came in here
with bis dirty fect and lie down an the carpet wbcn
I have told him time and again that bc mustn't do

At this point Lion would daubtless bave rcimon-
strated if lie could, but, being spcechless, hoe arase
with an air af the utmost dejection and humiliation
and !:lunk out af thbe rosmn, with his latcly cxuberant
tail totally crcstfall2-n.
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