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NOTICE.

A large number of subscriptions
tothe ‘‘ Review" axplre during the
presont month. We have to thank
the many friends who have already
renewed promptly. We beg loave
respectiully to request that all our
subscribars would take advantage
of our most favourable terms by
remitting in advance. 8Seo time of
oxpiry on address tab.

THURSDAY, JANUARY tgvin, 1836,

Tue Rev. Dr. Torrance, Convener of the
Awsembly’s Committee on Statistics, requests us
to publish that, oa the 19th Decembier fast, he
foraarded 1o Presbytery Clerks, so far as he could
ascertain that names from the minutes of the
last General Asscmbly, parcels contawning a suffi-
ctent number of blank forms for coliecting the
satistics of Coangregations and Stations in thar
bounds, with a few surplus ones.  On the 4th
January he also mailed ten cop es to each Clerk,
of the sheets for cngrossing these returns when
recewved.  1e trusty that both parcels will reach
safely the parties addressed ; but, should there
be any failure in this respect, he asks to be ad-
vised of the same without delay. They should

have atnved at their  destination before 1his
notica has been publlshed.  Asihe rc?o:l to he
compiled for next Assembly i1 2 most important
onc, coveting she year which closes the first de-
cade dnce the union of the Presbytenan
Churches in Canada, he hopes that Preshyiery
Clerks will do thor utmost to procure full returns
from all the pastoral chayges, whether setticd or
vacant. amd stations in ther hounds.

Ouxn suceessful and large hearted contempor
ary down by the sea, the Walifax  Prew verfan
114500, as the oldest Presbyterian petiodical in
the Dommton, s wishing ity vonnger brethren |
of the press * A Happs New Year and a prot !
perous future " pays sowe handsomo compl
ments tu the PRESIVIERIAN Ruview and its!
management . - Neat in order of dne s the !
PresavTERIAy Revigw ot Toronto, a nuckly
pajer which is rapidly attaining a wide populan-
ty,” and other kind words which modesty forbids
us to quote here.  Uhe [Viuess, however, Is in
ctror i iy specutations as to the ¢ditorship of
this paper.  The cditership and managerslup
are in one aud the same hands,  We join hear
Iy in wishing our Presbyterian contemporanics,
]‘l’mm. Caunada Prestyterian, Record, and Marv-
time Faestyterian everinereasing usefulness and
prospery  T'here s, we think, room for all,
and there 15 not the slightest need for jealousics
and emalries,  We appropuate, as conveymg owr
own scntinents, the words of the Winess vm
Taken altogther, we do not think that the Pres-
byterian press reflects discredit on the Presby-
terian Church, [t is in order for our pastors
and lzading men to ask and answer the question
whether they are doing alt they faitly ought to
do in the way of encouraging the efforts of the
“ Fourth Estate.”

|

I'us, case of swictde in this aity a few days
ago, whereby the young woman Davis ended hee
life in circumstances of a peculiarly distressing
character, once more teaches with stern insis
tence the old Iesson, that ® "The way of the trans.
gressor is hard”  The melancholy end of this
young gith should be a wardiing to all, cspeciaily
Lo the young, of the supreme fully, not tb spea
of the heinous sin of transgressing God's law
with regatd to the seaual selations,and a reminder
that the only safeguard against the assaults of the
flesh and the devil is the indwelling power of the
grace of God.  \We have little faitiin the tereors
of the civil faw to prevent illicit conncections, but
we have unbounded faith in the cleansing fear
of God and His commandment which enlightens
the eycs,  Incidentally, this case of suicide casts
a lurid light upon the life and surroundings of
many young men away from home in the great
citics  'The scene disclosedis painful and alarm.
ing w the cxtreme, and should arouse the

the young men to a sense of their danger in vol-

untarily cxposing themselves to temptations, and
ltoa knowledge of Him who is ableta keepthem
, from falling and to present them faultless.

Thx clection of Mr. Howland, b‘r a very
latge majotity, to the mayoralty of Toron-
te, is very generally regarded as an omen
of thc ncar approach of the better admin.
istration of our civic affairs, of more earn:
est cfforts 1o repress vice and cnme, and the
heratding of the approaching triumph of the tem-
perance movement. It would be too much to
say that the good men of all panies arrayed
themselves on Mr. Howland's side, but it is an
undoubted fact that very many of those most
actively engaged in church and philanthropic
work gencrally, n the city, cxerted themsclves to
secure”his return. It is not without speciat sig-
nificance and encouragement, that, for the first
time in the history of the city, women also felt
called upon to take an active part in the clection
of the chi¢f magistrate and that almost unani-
mously they arrayed themsclves in favpur of Mr.
1iowland. It is not a strained int:rpretation of
the lazge majority in anunusually large vote cast
at this election, that the people see in Mr. How-
land & man sincerely desirous of itnproving the
moral as well as the material coadition of the city,
and one not unwilling to incur odium and face
onposition 10 attainthat end. Whether Mr. How-
land will be able in his endeavours to make good
his promises, to overcome the active and sccret
opposition that unmustakably await him, remains
to be seen ; but of the honesty of his intentions
there ¢an be no doubt.  We can only hope that
the large expectations formed of his administra-
tion will be realised, and that as our chicf inagis-
trate he will in very truth be a terror to evil-
doers and a praise to them that do well.

A SHORT time ago we mentioned that the
Comnmuttee on the Instruction of Youth, English
Presbytesian Chureh, progosed to awatd an Ox-
(crd 13ible to those of the young people belong:
ing to the churches and Sunday Schools who wete
able to tepeat accurately on examination, the
whole of the answers of the Shorter Catechism
The examinations, we notice, have been held at
vanious centres, and the result is most gratifying.
In all, 370 children carned the award, althoug
the time for preparauon was only six weeks.
Every presbytery is represented by successful
andidates.  In the report of the Committee

ublished in the AMessenger, we find some very
interesting cases: *'At Houghton leSpring, a
dlind pirl (Margaret Ann Frater) repeated the
Catechism with intelbigent emphasis, and without
a single mistake. At Islingtoo, London, a little
fellow of seven years of age (Harry C. Balley)
only made two mustakes. Quute a number of
successful candidates, in various paris of the
couatry, weze only eight or nine years old. At

Churches to redouble their efforts both to_ bring:}

Workington, a boy of nine repeated the whole
Catechism at one sitting * without a single error,

or omirsion or hesitation cven.' A considerable
number of children, a little older, performed the
same feat, o\ remarkzble performance is report-
ed to us from Stratford ; the daungliter of our
esteemed fnister there, a girl ten "can old,
had never seen the Cateclism before the public
anouncenicnt of our exammation.  She set to
work to commit 3t to memory, and in two or
three weeky was able to present hersell to tho
Sunday School Supenntendent for examination,
she repeated ninely-nino answers at a run with.
ot a single stip, and only stopped then becanse
the cxaniiner had not tme to let her (inish,
which, of coutse, she canly did without a mistake
on another day " ‘The Conuniliee proposes to
1epeat the eapertment and to give the system of
cxaminition a thorough wrial We shall watch
the progreas of the experunent with mnch inter
ul

——— . -

AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS.

UR Church is now upon lice trial, ag to the
estimation in which she holds those who
have spent long years in her service.  Phe pres-
byteries have now before them the regulations
drawn up by a special commitiee a1 fast eneral
Assembly, and along with these a pressing
appeal for larger congregational aid and the
specdy formation of a capital fund, the interest
of which will be a factor of mmportance in pro
viding for the annuitants.  As many of our
readers are possibly ignorant of these new pro
posals and have not the bluc book to help them,
we give a stmumarey of them with such comments
as scemn necessary.  We begin with the last
regulation, which scems to us the miost impor-
tant, viz. =

-

" That eny nualster wha is regulaily o the fund shall :

hecorae entitled to his superannuation allomance on
stiainlog the aﬁ: of seventy years, ot [n the cvent of
minister's health fadling he may Lecome euntitled to the
sllowance by the vote of the General Assembly.”

This regulation declares that, having served
the Church sufficient years to cntitle him to an
allowance, a minister who has reached the age
of seventy years will receive that allowance,
whether he be still in a charge or out of a
charge, and altogether independently of any pri-
vate means hie may be known to possess or be
supposed to possess.  We heartily approve of
tHis proposal, .that to a certain Jimited eatent
there should be such a pension as would show
the Chvjrch's appreciation of fong and faithful
scrvices, and that this sum should not he doled
out as an act of charity, but bestowed as an
acknowledgment of the benefits the Church
has received from the recipients, so that all who
were entitled to it might accept it with honour,
whatever might be their private position, Tt is
well known that the servants of the Government
become entitled to superannuation by scrving a
certain number of years, and surely the Church
should Bé ay ready as the State to the extent of
ber ability to reward long and faithful labour on
ber behalf.  We dwell upon this because there
has been & tendency o consider the allowance
to aged ministers simplLas a charitable dote,
and_therefore there has bren grumbling because
some “who had other mcans of support have
received the pittance the Church has been able
to give. We hope this regulation will be unani.

.mously adopted and that our ministees  will

understand  that the Chwich docs not put
a premium on thriftlessness, but will acknow-
ledge their work without any enquiry into their
private resoutces .

‘I'he next regulation, viz.:—

*'That the rates from runisters be made a uniform
rate of five coilars and not & percentage on the net ins
come as st present,”
has caused some discussion.

Some have asked © ** Is it fair that the hunis.
ter receiving only $750 a year should pay the
same ratc as the minister receiving $3.000
ayear?” \Yeanswer, certainly it is fair, when
both these ministers will receive the same allow-
ance from the fund. Jf the minister with the
larger salary received a larger pension, it would
be just to make him pay 2 higher rate, but as it
is not so, it is only right that there should be 2
uniform rate.  We are glad the commiltee have
secn fit to make this uniform rate so small, and
we trust that the result may be that every minis-
ter in the Church will place himsclf on the fund
at onhce.

‘The next tegulation refers to the proposal of
a new capital fund, which we trust may attract
the notice of some of our wealthy people who
could not do the Church nobler service than by
a princcly gift to set this scheme in motion,
We have had great gifis bestowed upon our
colleges.  Who will lead off with a large dona-
tion to the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund?

The ncxt two regulations deal with the sub-
ject of supplementary aid over and above the
gegular annunty, to special cases, and we con-
sider deal with it very wiscly. After providing
for the rcgular annuity it 1s proposed to set
apart the interest of the capital fund for the pur-
posc of giving this supplementary aid to those
who have no other, or almost no other, means
ol support. Here, for instance, is 2 case that
has happened more than once in the Church
A minister has begun Life with some hittle private
means and through the inadequacy of his salaty
and the extgencies incident to the bnnging up
of & lange family, ahd also often giving beyond
his mcans to help on the work of the congtega-
tion, he cxhausts ail his httle patrimony and
finds himsclf in huold age withaut any resources
upon which he can rely. Instances which we
are not at hiberty 1o give to the public could be
adduced where a considerable private incone
has been thus swallowed up in the service of
the Church. Now surcly it is & righteous thing
that the Church shopld consider such cases and
when an old and revered minister is in the posi-
tion of holding on desperately to his pulpit

simply because bepgary tares him o the face
if ho resigns, he lhoul:? be assurcd thag he will
recclve such specal help as the fands at the
committee's disposal may enable them to grant,
We belicve that the Church has pow an
cyuitable plan and a simple one hefore her, and
that there will be heany approval on the pan of
the presbiyterics and heanly co-operation on the
patt of the people.  We aro greatly pleased o
sce the part the elders of the Church are takin
in the funbierance of thit scheme, and we fee
that a deep debt of gratitude Iy dus to Mr, ] K.
McDonald, of thls city, for the Ume and atien-
tion he has given to this subject.  If any of the
presbyterics are in necd of enlightenmeny they
could not do better than write’ Mr. McDonald
te pay them a visit such as he has ateeady paid
to ihe presbyteries of Toronto and Hamilion.
The Scheme, we bag teave to say, s eminently a
question for the laymen of the Church, and we
are sur¢ they oulr ueed to have their attention
turned o 1t to give & most genuerous response,
We will be highly deli hlccf to lwar of sowe
largo donations pwmisccf thirough the discussion
of the subject in our columns, and we
heastily 2ndorse the view of the Rev. I, Me.
another column.  We believe the Church$)
reniove this great reproach now and that at ‘neaf

Cuaig, of Kingston, as expressed in his letter in,!g
L

mecting of Assembly a very different rcpnu}'ﬁlllj?
L be presented by the worthy convener than he

has yet been enabled to make.

MISCONCEPTIONS OF CALVINISM
By Rev, Jasmes 3apn sy, Erora, Oxe.
UNCORDITIONAL SALVATION —ALLIOED INCONM:T'.!&CY
WITI STAKDARDS,

Tiw papers on ** Misconceptions of Calvloism,” that
sppeared in the Rrviaw a few weeks ago, are, It secus,
belleved by some to have been occasloned by advense
cehlcismuof Calvlnbsn in the CArietéan Guardian., The
wtiter, as & matter of fact, did not hoow of anything 1n
that paper calling for anlmadversjon, but had In view
only lsconceptions that ha believed to be whlely preva
lent, andd that he had not anfrequently come [a contact
with, 1le{s not in the hablt of reading the Gwardian.
aod had not seen it for two or three years, when, aftee bis
wotk wat Jdoae, a copy of the fssue of the 9 liof Seprem-
ber was put loto his hands, containing an artlcte refereing
Lo the fact that the Ars? of his papers had appeared {n the
Revizw, and acailing Catvinlsas in a way that, he could
not but thlak, only further Hllasirated the need of such an
attempt 1o obviate inlapprehension as he had been mak
ing for sore tine.

The writet of the ankle In the Grardran has not (ol
lowed {1 up by any reference o my treatment of the sub.
ject,  The first paper being Introductory and of & general
character, 1 thought It not altopether improbable that,
secing my putpose was 30 carly tahen notice of, the writer
might have sumething more 1o say whea the series wed

s W Mﬁ%g{?ﬁtﬁ
complete. Heyond a quotation, howerer, tcf“&ﬂﬂ?&@ 3 E;}:: X

Chilst's vlearious work, in which there s af"-'nﬁ,"
though probably accidental, omission, the Guandian; had;
Dol seen cause 1o take further notice of my endeavour lo
remove misapprehensions.  To what extent [ have suc.
ceeded in my endeavour [t §s oot for me to say. While 1
have received comaunications that refer to It in tenms
which, { fee], are too complimentary, [ would hare been
glad il some one, wha belicved that my attempt had beea
a fallure, had dealt with the subject ina line that 1 have
endeavoured 1 follow, as Lefng the lne in which, T be-
tieved, 1 could Dest secure the Intelligent and candid judg-
meat of Chiistlans on a subject which, I inow, prrpleses
rany roinds only becaace they are under misapprehen
sion, The wilter in the Guardian should Le considered
fully competent to desl with the slyects and I cannot
belp wishing that he had assailed my fundamental posi-
tion and eadeavoured to show that the zepresentation 1
have given of Cahvinism it enher unsriptural, o, if
allowed to L2 seriptural, fnconsdsteat, in any redpect, with
the symbols of Calvinlsm. Nor can T help thinking that
there tsa significaney in the fact that subsequent reference
10 the subject is dunfined to the quolation above referred
10. 1 cannot but sappose that the writer has reasons for
maintalning & sotal 2ilence In tegard to everythimg in my
papers, with one exception, and reasons for making the
one exception and for making §t in the way he does, Diut,
as I can ooly coniecture what his reasons are, and 1 may
casi'y Le mistaken fn my conjectures, it is well I should
Leep them to mysell, and leave others to form thelt own.

The Guanlian while dectining, fot teasans of his own,
10 endeavour (o show that the papers on *‘ Misconcep
tions of Calvinlsm * contaln anything inconsistent erther
with the Scriptures of with out symbolical bools, has
taken occasion Lo ndulge fa the very style of representa.
tion whose gencral prevaience was referred 1o as calling
for such dealing with the subject ot T have attempted. 1
confess 1 am somewhat unwilling to deal with a specimen
of misapprehension hardly tehind the worst I have bad
octaslon to refer to.  liut T am not without hope that,
avoiding repetition as much 3s possible, atittle resteration
of explaations alraady given, vatied in adaptation to a
fresh utterance iltumtrative of the prevasling temlney to
present distosted views o} Calvinism, may be serviceable
to some who are nterested in the subject and not wantiog
in candour.

In my {~eoductory paper [ quoted a representatinn &f
Calvigism by Tilerus of Sedan, which [ charagtenzed a4
& foul caricature, ¢loting my temarks upon it with the
atatement that ** we canoot without some difficulty under-
stand how any intelligent Christian can atiow himsell * to
be responsible for such a representaticn. T view of my
use of sach language, fully warranied as J telieve (tis [n
reference to the gepresentation of Tilenus, [ cannot bm
greatly tegret that the Grrardian should have indalged in
a simiiar style of representation.  While expressing his
Letict that Dresbyterinns and other ** Evangelical Cal
vinlsts“ teach and act {oconsistently wuah Calvinhtic
1 peinaiples of dogroas,” be affitms unhesitatingly that
theie symbolical Looks, the Wertmlaster Confession and
Calechisms, teach, by * fncvitalle logical consequence,”
st pecensitarian fatalison,” inasmuch as they ** make salvas
tion wacemditional,” and “declaze™ In sick tetms that
God **has ordained soine tolife™ nnd “appolated others lo
perdition,” as (0 * represent Llim as consigning to etermal
petdition for not belicving in Chilst those whoe e had
3y His own decroe evdained 10 unlelisf "
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