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anl extremne case, whcrc a chiurch1
fellowship felt, o.n its bring put ta
tlîcm by the pastor, thtat thcy iwcrc
siat in a fit state to sit down ta-
getticr ta remnember their dying Lard
nt liis table, there ivas hatred and
strife in thecir niidst. Thîis may bce
extreme, but wce have knowvn of4
miany cases whcre anc meruber of a'
cbtirch has re'lused te commune with1
anothecr because of some real or
fancied wrong-daing. Should thesce
lines faîl into any such hands, may1
%ve not ask tlat this peaicefilse ason
'qhalt 1-w a tisne of reconciliation and

tîhe good-will Cbrist's
ingeth shal prevail amid

.rs,and that the distinctive
Ohristian people mn>' stili

.ey "love ane anotlier." May
tie great influence of flic comiing
of Christ flow like gent le dewv upon
every heart, may every breach be
healcd, and may -ai]aur churclhes
hlave the experience of the Apostolic
churches, "tîten they had re.;t (and
there can bc ne rest with internai
divisions) and werc edified ; and
walking i the fear of the Lord, and
ini the comfort cf the Hol>' Ghost,
%vcrc multiplied."

These ast lines cf ours before
Chiristmas day, last lines cf the wz'-'k-
ly issue cf the INDEPENDENT, wc
would desire te carry our sincere
wî-ihes to ail aur readers, and we
m ish them, in the bighest and trucst
sense, "a Merry Christmas," the jey
and gladness whicli cames from tic
entrance into the hcart cf

Il Pclic iitb Q5bii."

GARFIELD.

field liad a noble anccstry, and mian-
ifcsted much of its spirit and fire.

Another point mn>' bc noticed.
Abram Garfield, the father, died
from the effects of ovcr-excrticzn,
fighting a ire in the forest, leaving
the eider brother but fourteen years
aid, and James but cighteen montlis.
Therc -was still a debt on the fanm,
but the mothier lîad trust ini hîcaven.
She and lier foturtcen ycars' aId boy
maniagcd the fanm ; advcrsity only
broughît outthe ic îroie in the mcm-
bers of that famil>', wha tbereby wene
knit the closer togetlier. At the age
of eigbit Garfield became a " farm
labour-r ;" at twelve lie earncd a ful
day's %vagc, and %vhen lic came home
tc, place the anc bundncd cents in lus
mother's hands, mother and saoi feit
a great lump suddenly grow in their
throats. Few better schools arc ta
be faund for moral hieroism than a
family striving together, canqucring
advcrsity under the inspiration cf a
mothen calmly, hopefully bcaring lier
double bunden, because Christ i; with
ber. Adversity is flot the direst cross
that human pilgrîms meet along life's
troubled iva> (reud James i. 2 4).

James mnust have had a splendid
constitution. B>' day he toiled phy-
sically. The mîdniglit ail ivas aften
spent as hie dctermined flot anly ta
bc a worker but a scholar. lie suc-
ceedcd, for îvbere there is a will there
is a îvay. Moreover, the time toc
often spent in frivolity and case he
busbanded for nobler purposes, and
he whe wcould use life ariglit bas ne
time te lose on useless pleasures, or
sickly expedients te'Il pass away the
ti,-ne." Life ta him was real ; had an
abject, and he prepared bimself for
whatever thiat abject might be.

The ife of the late President of But the cnowring gift of Ganfields
the United States illustrates the tr'utb life %vas his eminenti>' Christian char-
cf the lines- acter, which carricd 1dm thraugb

t t is flot al cf life ta livi evcn political strifes %vithout a tar-
Mar al of dc/'th ta die." nisli on luis nnme. Hi-s asburcdly

By bis death, James A. Garfleld's was net a religion cf fashion, for the
Mfe wvas made ta s-peak, efl'ecting is- Pnesident's church ivas poor, and of
sues %wbich perchiance the lengest camparativcly little esteeni; but on
lifé liad not overtakcn. His life bas rising in thc warld lic did nat forsake
been publisbed and îidely read- it for '«societ>'," "social prestige," or
net tee widely-and wce, taking for " mere culture," but ta the last be
gianted that it has been read, pur- gave te the churcb in which he had
puose te draw attention te a few fea- found Christ bis countenance and
tures therciai illustrative ef practical support. 1Iii early life, James A. Gar-
Christian lifé. field, convertcd utîdec the teaching of

First, if, as uaîdoubtedîy the>' do, a minister at the '«Disciples' meet-
the sins cf the fathiers rrach on in ing," gave himiself unireservedly ta
their effccts te the children of the Christ, and tlîus exemplified hcîv
third and fourtligenerations, ive find thorougll> they find God wli h
thierein but the results cf a nierciful Him in tlîeir yauthl1isub, nîurtured
provision which lias becume sin-per- in a humble but beroic Christian
vcted, for thene are noblc, even home, schooled by adversity ini hab-
Christian hiercditaments as well. The its of scîf-reliarice, devated ta Christ
Garfields %vene of an aid Puitan as the great Captaîn of bis salvatini,
stock, and Ehiza Balîcu, the beroic he canried ont into tbe citizenship cf
mathier, ivas descended front a Hu- bis country those qualities which a
guenot refugec. No noblen blood nation moçt r.eeds tu rnake its peo-
could run in any îian's veins thani ple prospeýous, and its institutions
ivas found i that Oioi home-bet- permanent. No permanent prasper-
ter far than Norman blood!1 The ity or pence can bc îvherc truth is
ancestry ivas from men no dangers net, virtue lias ne place, anid God is
c uld daunt when truth bad te be practUcally fargattens.
nîaintained, wvhose %vill ne adversities It is bard te understand the Prov-
could subdue, whose reliance bcbng idence wbich bas depnived a nation
placed upon Gad, nia seeming disap- tbus early cf such a mIlen, but the
paintmcnt could wveakcn. Thie ires vaice of bim îvho thaugh dead yet
af persecution onhy bnanded into the speaks, may by tlîat death reach
very continuity cf life chose cbarac- %vider, sink deeper, than ever the liv-
teristics cf patient endurance and un- ing vaice could ho.pe ta de. Se mate
coîiquerable perseverance whicb bave it bc, and let the assassin's name bc
associatcd îith Puritan and Hugue- fargotten. - -

net the most benoic strugg es cf mod-
ern Europe. We may bless Gad for THF.latest horor is the destruction
the very furnace cf persecution which by fine cf a Vienna theat.-e and the
bas bequeathcd te future genseratians lass cf ive knrîv flot hou' rnany lives,
the noble heritages of thuose repre- t is placed as higli as a th-iusand. A
sentatives of the reformied faith. Gar- terrible catastrophe indeed, the worst

of its kind since the destruction af
the Brooklyn Thxeatre a few years
ago. Therc arc practical lessons of
safety wvhich wili no doubt bc urgcd
by our sccular journals, foremost
bcing the necessity of casy means af
exit fram public buildings, a caution
which, scarcciy applying to any of
our churchcs, is yct vcr applicable
to many of aur halls and otiier places
of meeting. Lct the awful warnir.g
flot go unhcedcd. Of course wc
have no sympathy %vith thc tcaching
that wvould point te, this as a mark af
God's displeasturc against thcatre-
going-.wc dan't believe it. We dis-
like theatres and their associations,
and have said 50 prctty plainly in
thest columns,-that is ane thing, but
such a statement as wvc havc just
namcd ve put from us. Yct,a thought
wvill corne in, lhov should wve wish to
mcet aut God in death froni a thea-
tre ? is t1-.eone vho would say lie
would just as soon pi-s away in a
theatre as clsewhcre ? e fancy flot,
at any rate among our readers. We
reinember on the occasion of the
Brooklyn fire a gentleman, whom we
liad known in England as a pieu-,
Mcthadist, wvcnt out viith his son that
night, just to sec the play, and the
sorrow of bis %vidov vas not alone
that no trace of hier husband or child
%vas recognizable among the charred
mass, but that the end wvas tiiere.
The teaching is obvious, if it be not a
place in which wvc should care ta die,
it is not a place in which ta spend,
our houre. Let us live as we %vould
die,thcn death ivill bc the seal of life.

THE successive defeats of the Scott
Act in different counities, though
matter for regret, is scarcely sur-
prising. No great social revolution,
sutb as tiis undoubtedly is, was ever
accomplishied at the first anset. The
people have ta be educated, preju-
dices have ta bc overcome, and vested
intercsts arc always pawerful, especi-
ally where they touch the lowver ap-
petites of the masses. In Lambion
the -zoting f was close, and had it flot
been for the adverse vote of the town
ofSarnia thcAct would have been car-
ried in that caunty. It is pertinently
asked if '«local option" cannot bc
made ta caver a wider area, and ta
permit in such cases places that se
desire to be freed from what they
feel ta, bc an undesirable traffic. It
,Uuld'be rather hard if Sarnia should

say ta every village in Lambton, you
shall have a powder magazine in your
midst, with aIl the chances of ex-
plosion, yet practically the sanie
thing is donc in the voting. Hoiv-
ever, sa the laiv is wve ould flot say
ta the firiends, do flot be discouraged,
they are flot maie of such stuif.
They will " try and try again," until
the victary is achieve God hasten it.

euré of the 13hurcheô.
EATOti, QupL-Our Church affairs

seem ta be progressing favourably under
the pastorate W. E. Currie. Meetings
%well sustained and minister well liked.
Sanie two or three additions are expected
at aur next communion. May aur
Heavenly Father smile upon the efforts
here miade for the good of aur people by
blessing us with the outpaurings of His
Spirit, by filling the hearts cf His people
witb love and praise for His goodness,
and may that goodness lead niany ta
truc and unfeigned repentance for their
sins and cause theru ta unite vith the
people of God. W. F.

Te, th Edlorraft/k Cantai,: I#deefndent.

SIR,- lIn cominion ithi a îumber cf
your su bcri bers a titi -tockhîolders, I re-
gret th'e causes whichi led thei directors
cf the Publihing Ceînpany to announce
their determination ta discontinue the
weekly issue and ta go bai.k te the
monthly after january ast. Now, if this
resolution is carried ont, I fear that aur
denoniinational interests uvill suifer. A
monfhîly, hiowever well coîîducted, as an
organ for the transmission of"I the doings
cf the churches," is, ta say the least, bc.
hind the times. 0f course, se long as
the receipts were less than the expendi-
ture, the directors could flot reasonably
be expected ta arrive at nny conclusion
other than the anc above mentiened.

But is there neoira>' b> which the regu.
Ian incarne can be increased se as ta,
equal the prestni conîparativel>' smalh
outlay ? It scems te me there is. Sup-
pose we adopt the nîcthod proposed by
the committee of the English jubilce
Fund relative te its incrense, te let loeese
a campetent lecturer Épon tlîe land, wbo
shall visit every city, toivn, village and
country place as far as practicable, leav-
ing ne Cengregational Churcb in Onta-
rie, Quebec, and the Maritime Province
tinvisited. And let this gentleman be
anthorised ta callect aniount3 nlready
due b>' subscribers, and solicit persen-
ally anîong the churches new subscrip-
tiens for raper and stock. In deing thfs
lie necd «Inet warry or torment" the
peaple, but speak in a good round tont
ta them aq te what -'those conipetent ta
judge II regard as the claimant need of
Canadiin Congrcgationalisnî. Naw,
would flot sncb an endeavour result in
making both ends naeet, ard thercby
save us the humiliation of this threaten-
cd retrograde movement, and secure fan
us still aur weekly which, with ail its
shortcomiiîgs, bas 'cantributed tawards
bninging us together and. making us feel
that ive are Brethren in Christ, and the
reni interest o! one is the interest cf ai.

Yours,

Garafraxa, 7th Dec.- J. FL BLAcF.

SUN DAY-SCHOOL NOTE S.
-At the Sunday-scheoh Congress of

the 'M. E. Church, held in Boston, Dr.
J. H. Vincent strongly urged that the
catechisin be taught in its eatircty and
with repetitions, and net nîerely in frag-
ments. The neglect of the catcchism he
thought hnd been a serions trouble ini
the -'hurch.

-Il I gc without bocks myself," said
an earaicît teachen, "and buy thcm for
the boys in my class. %V'hat the>' read
now may change their characters for life,
and the sclf-dcraaal on nîy part iiîay he the
means cf saving a seuL" How înany
other tcachers are exercising tL.e samne
faithful ci.ersigbt over the nienta]lfood of
their plupils ?

-The Sunday-school of the Church
cf Christian Endeavaur, Rev. W. F.
Crafts, pastor, is anc of the four largest
in Brooklyn, having a mnembership of
1,270. The librany bas 1,400 carcfuly
seiected volunmes, and tuc average attend-
ance cf childrcn at church, duning the
year, lias riscai frem a dozen te a hundrcd,
by caunt.

-At the sainie meeting statistics were
given sbowing that the attendance cf
children at the church services is under-
estimated. In Dr. John Hah's Sabbath-
scheol, New Ycrk, the scholars wbo at-
tend auorning service arc accasicnahhy
asked to stand, and about faur-fifths of the
school rise. In twenty scbools in Newi
Jersey the average attendance on nny
given Sabbath is found ta be sixty-thre
per cent. lIncnecf the Lynai schools no
pupil reccives a mark uf perfect schciar-
shio unlcss he bas attcnded public wor-
ship at heast once on the Sabbathu.


