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THm SITUATION,

The daily papers duiîr the Iast two weel<s have
heen announcing the closinz down. or thc s1 îort':îin'
of liours, of some of our lariZcst wvoofcni inills owi~to
lack of orders, caused by comipetition froili ahroad.
This %vas predicted by the journal of Fabrics twvo ycars
ago. and the wondcr is tliat its fulfilnmt lias hcen so
long dclayed. 'That it lbas conic <turin- tbe liizli tide of

.- eneral prospcrity in the country is a proof of what wc
liave ail alonz contendcd, tliat, so far as honte matn-

iacturcp arç çoçricrnd, the burden of trihute imposed

by the p)refiercntii,. tariff fals uipon tlic Canadian woolen
:upnufacturers, and to a lesser extent tipon dit cotton
iantifcturers. l'lie reasoils liic liceii oftcn tAnted,

but two or tlîrcc of theim nxay' 1e repcated. 0%vitig in

ad9ptality of the ipeople for tliese industries, flic
woolcn, wvorsted, carpet anîd c<tton inanutfacturers of
(,reat I3ritain stand to-day as the only large indu.itricç
that have ixut bece cither beaten or at licast seriotisl~
assailcd Ibv the risiiig miantfact trers of otlier Europeanl
rouintries 'nd the United States. Tlîe h)est-equiilpd
and most highly spccializcd brancb of mranuifacturing in
the 01l Country is dteus brouglit against a Canadian
industry %wbich, thotugh alrcady important to tis-hy rea-
son of the large number o! hancîs anti large aiment of
capital employed-is vnt yct developeti to that point
%'lhere it can bcar the ftill force o! the comipetition of
Cireat Britain's greatcst industry. The woolen and cotton
iiiils of Canada %wcre estailihd tenîder the uld gcerl1
tariff, in wvhicb textile inachinery was taxed to sticb an
cxtent tbat it lias cost abouIt 40 Per cent. :i'nre to eqtiip
a -Îil! bere thant in Pritiin T1P ivrdrr "ti.y" hearc; itç
ftillest significance in tbis connection. becatise tbec duty
on textile niacbincry. suich as spiniiniz, vveavine, wool
%vorking andi othier lartre speci nîachincq tines tnt
Protect a homne industrv becaulse no sucb rnaclîinerv is
mde in Canada. Thlerefore flic C-inadi-ti Covernmrent
comrpels tlîe woolcn miantîfartttrer to fit ont lîk inill
iitier is llighly protective tarif! ani selI bis irooids uinder
conditions allicti to fi-ce trade. Agzaii. the Catndianl
in-nîîheturer has the atideti hurden of Germian andi
othcr foreiL-n competition to dea-l %vitli. for tnder cover
o! the preferential tariff larzu' cioitntiti"s; of stîcli zonds
nre sent into Enlan<l for so-calleti flnisçlti.i. and after
îsassineZ into third or fotîrth liv.nds are exporteti to
Can.,da as Britishî <0oods. TMis is a kinti o! franti tlîat
is difficuit to deal %vith, but wc have evidence that it
exists to a greater ectenit tlian is imiagineti hY p.-oPle
not imiiediatelv concernced.

Now, we helieve tîse great mialoritv (i! Caliadian
textile mantufacturers are wiIliniz to bear a fair share
of tribilte for Imiperial tinitv - but îî,î<lcr the' prefer-
ential tariff as at present arranigei flic% are bearingz a
heavv burden. while iiiantifacturers in other lines are

not callcd î'pon to lift a fingcr in the cause. For


