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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

T

CATHOLIC HIQUER EDUCATION,

‘Lhe following reply to the artiole in
the Now York Independent upon the
subjeot of Catholic 1lighor Lducation
afponred in tho snmu journal datod
March 1st. It is from the pen of Dr.
Shalisn of tho Waehiugton Univer

oity :

%ho gombre view, which, in the
Independent of Feb. 15, a Catholic ox
presses concerning thoe future of higher
education in his Church, is likely to
draw out somo lively comment that
may dispel the obscurity which reigns
in his mind conocerning the intelleo-
{usl Iifo and attitudo of the Catholiv
Churoh.

I. The facts concerning the intel-
lectual life in the C'atholic Church.

‘hig writor, utterly unknown to
Catholics, saya that ‘the gront modorn
thinkers, from Locke to Ewmerson,
have, averyone of them, been without
tho pale of Rome.” This iz cato
gorical. Wo humbly submit in reply
a short list of Catholic men within
the ** pale of Roma ™ wha have done
some thinking tha® the world bas
found good , and we ask the reader to
draw his own conclusion.

(«) In the Dhysical Scicnces  Among
the chief nstronomers of this sge are
the Catholics Sccchi, Perry, Ferrari,
Denza, Leverrier, Folic and Biot.
There are no greator names in modern
chemistry than those of 7. B umas
and Chovreyl, while in ma hematics
we may cite Oauchy, Gibber:, Tortolini
and Hirn; in geology, Te Barande
Elie de Baumont, d'0Omalius and
Lapparent, in botany, the twe Jus
sieus., in geogruphy, the two d'Ab.
badies, in biology, St George Mivart,
Pasteur, Van Beneden and Flourens :
in anthropology, de Nadaillze.

W In the dvaal Suentes.— No
name is more familiar than that of
Le Play, to which may be added
Bastia, Claudio Jannet and Perwn,
while in the domain of criminology
Catholics are justly proud of Thon-
nisssen. The modesty of Ilario
Alibrandi prevented him from being
much talked of in his lifetime, but
just now the great exponent of the
Roman law 18 prociaimed as the fore.
most of his time, and an *‘epoch-
maker " in his treatment of the ancient
legal texta,

(c) In Philology and History.—Qur
age 18 especially noted for its devotion
to Oriental studies. The Catholic
Church can boast of such men as
Ignazio Guidi, Rubens Duval and
Bickell, masters of Semitic langusges;
De Harlez and De Lacouperie, accom-
plished Chinese scholars; Ciasca,
Peyron, Rossi, Eugene Revillout, the
Coptic savants, Abbeloos and Coriani,
skilled knowers of Syriac ; the Jesuits
of Beirut, whose efforts for Arabic
literature are known to the European
and Asiatic world, and to some fewon
this side of the water. Do Rouge, the
Schaiparelli and tho Revillouts are
Catholics, and we hold them as good
Egyptologists as Europe can show.,
Among the Greek and Latin philolo-
gians I may quote Vahlen, of Berlin,
and the Jesuit Fox, whose analysis of
the Crown oration of Demosthenes is
the best iet published, and in constant
nse in the German schools. * The
nineteenth century,” says Augustin
Thierry, himself a convert to Catho-
licism, * witl be marked among all the
sges by its devotion io the study of
history.” Has the Church any reason
to be ashamed of her children’s record
in this branch of human knowledge,
which is supposcd to be especially
fatal to her claims ? Just here I will
only quote tlie works of foreign Catho-
lics. The father of Christian arche
ology is John Baptist de Rossi, the
collaborator of all the great classical
undertakings of the Academy of Berlin,
and a polyhistor unsurpassed in this
age. He works surrounded by a school
which yields to none in Eurcpe for
scientific method, full discussion of
sources and omngins and abundant
works,

Tho chiof of all tho great modorn
historical schools of Paris, Berlin,
Vienna and Romo is tho venorable
Cntholio Ecolo des Oliartes, at Paris,
on whose plan all the others wore
founded. Where is there a moro
critical medievalist than tho Domin.
tean Denifle, and who oan surpass tho
Abbo Duchliesne in the handling of the
intricato and difiioult texts of the
early ouddle ages ?  8inoo the days of
Mabillon and Montfaucon his like has
not appeared in Europe, Potthinst,
the librarian of the Reichstag and
cditor of tho most valuable medineval
historical helps aud collections, is a
Catholie, as is Sch ffer Boichioist, or
dinary profussor of medineval history
in the University of Berlin, and an
incomparable eritic of carly European
annals. 1 do not speak of mon hke
Hefu'v, Horgenroother and Doellinger |

{ in lus Catholic days (when ho did his '

best worly, nor of Cantu and Janssen : |
they are inferior tu none of their class |

| for any of the qualities or graces of an '

histunian. Our sombro Catholic friend |
need not be downcast , we will get our |
Catliolio professurs at Wasbington in
the sumo way that the above meation
ed writers and teachers grhw up by
Liazd study, application and observa |
twa of whatever is good in the teach
ing sorld. Aud there is nothing in
the Church tv prevent us from saying

i with Su. Augustine . ** Quud isti et iste

cur nun ego’” I will add that men of

| genius, the sumuaities of the acedemic

profussion, ars no more the speciel
produot of auy religion than they are
of any century or any philosophy.
amversity 1way bo very well conducted
and furnish the very best results if it
has well trained, painstaking pro
fussurs and instructurs, and provides
fur the observance of the most ap
pruved muthods in the pursuance of
the studies of the currioculum.

1 bavo oited above only the numes
of quite modern Catholic scientists,
and of them only those who recur to
my mind at once. But the Catholie
Church has a long list of celebrities
in everydepartmentof human thought.
In every century, until the rise of
Protestantism, the greatest of the
world’s intellectual glories were her
childven, experiencing no res.raint
and recognizing no Incompatibility
between their religious behef and
their intellectual development. The
great Fathers of the Church aroe hers,
the great missionaries of the pagan
world, the great builders of cathedrals
aud mojestic abboys, the great artists
m stone and metal, the divine Raphael
and AMichael Angeln, the inspired
singers of the sweetest and most sub
hme strains. The great poets are
hers, the builders of the wmediwval
epies with Dante at their head; and
if Slhakespeare was not a Catholic,
his plays murror Catholic life and
and thought, wlile it would be diffi-
cult to say how much of the glorious
coloring of kus work is the result of his
readings and impressions in a period
when Enpgland was yet, confessedly,
Inrgely Catholio. The CatholicChurch
did nat destroy classic learning, but
tendurly picked up the torn leaves of
the old books from bencath the feet
of the barbarian war-horses ; she did
not wreck the treasures of art nor call
the schools of antiquity *¢dens of
robbers, temples of Moluch, syns-
gogues of perdition,” as Luther styled
the great Christian universities. These
universities themselves grow up under
ecclesiastical influences. Gne must
be very ignorant (o think that Oxford
and Cambridge and Vieuna owe noth-
ing to the Catholis Church., Their
statutes, their libraries, their funds,
their traditions, their very cosmopoli-
tan influence are Catholic. Res clamat
domino.

II. The question of principle.

We are told that it is impossible to
succeed at Washington becauss of the
Damocles sword of Papal censure
which is ever hauging over our heads,

threatening us into despairing silence

or driving us out from all religious
boliof. If u man tolls mo I cannot
walk, I say, * Solvitur ambulando.”
And so, I nnswor that the Catholio
Church has Ubeen for conturics a
toachor of the human race, that she
ling not only tolerated, but built up
and protocted all the great old univer.
sitics of Europo (wo aro tired of
ropoaling tho splondid list), thet Rome
is ovor nnxious to opon new univorsi-
ties und further their interests. The
University of Washington has gomo
envmics, yot from Roe this dan
gorous thinking cstablishmont has
o far oxperienced only sympathy
and protection. 'Tho Catﬂoho Church
nevor interfores with the methods,
principlea or legitimate conolusicns of
any scionce. But sho holds a doposit
of divino rovelntion, a codo written by
the Holy Ghost, the very truth, and
entrusted to hor undying and divinely
protected infallible conssiousness. Bho
must, by her very nature and mission
condemn whatever is oppoged to those
truths of which she is the depositary,
and which, on the assurance of God,
cannot be opposed to any other real
truth. But in thus acting she does
not deprive humen liberty of any
right. ‘The conolusions of one natural
science caunot contradict those of
another therecanbe onlyan apparent
antilogy.

And so it is with the ecclesiastical
condemnations of certain propositions,
These cundemuations do not always
affect Jhe doctrine of a proposition or
a teaching. Sometimea they aro only
sn esercise of the Church "authority
for disciplinary or prudeutial reasons.
Even when they aim at the doctrine,
there ave many gradations in tho
notes of censure applicable to it.
Nor are such condemnations issued
bastily or without grave reasous.
The decisivns of the Roman ecolesias.
tical commissions, as such, are not
iofallible. One may believe that a
Congregation might have acted with
more circumspection, allowed a larger
freedom, sought more information,
while loyally exercising its authority
and obeying. But when the Church
formally condemns a doctrine, there
can only be the appearance of truth
about 1t ; furthor study, fresher dis.
coveries being likely to justify the
action of the ccclesiastical authority.
Moreover, this principle is not peouliar
to the Catholic Church ; it is that by
which all Christian orthodox sects
justify the condemnations of the
heresies of Arius, Nestorious and
Eutyoches. They differ from the
Church only in the extent and actuality
of its application.

I might quote here the conduct of
the carly reformers, the well-known
action and principles of Lutber and
Calvin anent any forin of Christianity
different from their own. If we
trusted our despairing Catholic friend
we would beliove that Catholicism bad
a monopoly of the persecution of mon
of science. But let him peruse the
works of Draper and Lecky, let bim
recall the history of Kepler, of the
introduction of the Gregorian Calendar,
of the sufferings of the Catholic
Marquis of Worcester, the reputed in-
ventor of the steam engine, of inocul-
ation for smallpos, and of quinine, he
will learn that Catholic theologians
are not alone to blame for what the so-
called martyrs of scienco have had to
endure.

It is not so long ago that from non
Catholic pulpits geology wasdenounced
as “g dark art” and no subject of
lawful inqnirﬁ, while Cardinal ‘Wise-
man won the approbation of Sir
Charles I.yell for bis liberal and cor-
rect viows on the subject. Asa matter
of fact, every positive religion, in
which there yet exists Grm faith inits
principles, of a nocessity bars out all
conclusions opposed to them. Elseo
why the Briggs and Smith trials for
heresy 2 Why the condemnation of
the Bishop of Lincoln by the Archbis-
bop of Canterbury? Woe may differ

as to the wanner of applying this in-
nate authority, as to tho oxtent of the
punishment and the chiofco of vivtima,
but as far as tho principlo is concorned
nothing esn bo urged against tho
Catholie Church that does not redound
upon the orthodox Christian scots and
upon Ohristianity, which if loft holpless
to defend itsalf, would soon bocomo a
mere low of life, or a fresh philosophy
on tho long ontalogue of human abor.
rations.

11X, Tho Catholic Church and the
English lenguage.

It is truo that Catholics oconsidor
that for threo contures the English
language has beon used as o weapon
ogainst them. But does anybody
imagine that the Cathulic clorgﬁ and
poople had nothing to do with the
original making of tho English langu-
sge, that the genius of Chiaucer is not
a8 much to the credit of cho Catholio
Church as that of Hooker or Joremy
Taylor to the credit of the Church of
England ? On this subjecl wo would
recommend to oar Catholio friend the
works of Mr. Stupford Brocke and Mr.
Morley on ** Early English Literature,”
or the sohid Iutle volume of Brother
Azarias *On the Dovelopmont of
LEoarly Enpglish Thought.” Fnglish
lnoratare owes much to Protestant
writers ; but it was a great and plastio
natrument of speech long beforo the
accident of the Refurmation, and all
the odors of the Catholio sanctuary
and fireside have nul yot died out of
it.  The splendid efilurescence of Eng-
hish litera ure sn 1Lio sixteenth century
was only the natural outcome of a
movement whoso origins lay far back
of the Reformation, and in which the
Cathohio clergy had Its prupor share,
as may be scen by the maunificent
labors of Cardinal Wolsey, who rivalled
in Lngland his Spanish contemporary
Ximenes.

The Catholic Church points with
prido to the names of Manning, New-
man snd Brownsen as representatives
of general Eonghsh luterature, whose
best work was done after entering the
Chnrch ; to Ler poets, such as Mooroe,
Faber, Aubroy De Vere, Coventry
Patmors, Adelaide Proctor, R.D. Joyce,
Boyle O Reilly, Demis Florence Mo-
Carthy, Dr'Aroy Mectiee, Mlangan,
Callanan and others. The Catholia
Celt bad infused into the Eunglish
verse no small clemont of its ringing
Iyricism, its tender, plnintive melan.
choly, its rare, keen ecnse of color, its
passion for the glories of nature. He
gave it that pity and muld sweotness
in which it was naturally wanting,;
he taught it tricks of rhyme and jingle
odd, starthing contrasts of expression ;
he decked out in a Christian garb the
lusty pagan yoangster, and watched
over his now-forgotten youth until be
was ablo to look out for himself—all
of which cad be eeen in Matthew
Arnold’s Essay on Oeltic Literaturo.
Has our friend ever heard of Gerald
Gnffin, the Banims, and Carleion—
true wizards of romance ; or does he
not know that it is the olement of
Catholic medireval lifo which makes so
splendid and attractive the deathless
literature of Scott’s novels ?

Two Roman Cardinals of Engiish
tongue hsve left romances that will
endure 83 pare, sweet English as long
g8 tho language is spoken by the
multitudinous races which now own
1t, and whose various influences upon
its formation it will be one day hard
to decipher. Wo necd not be dshamed
of the oratery of O'Counell, who freed
o wholo people by the witchery of his
tongue, nor of the golden eloquence of
Shicl, that modern Sedulus, the Gib-
bon of parliamentariaus, for zichness
of imagery asnd gorgeous pomp of
diction. In English history we be-
lievo that the names of Lingard,
0'Conor, Lanigau, Bridgett, Bishop,
Gasquet, Marshall, Momn, Brady,
O'BHanlon, Malone, Healy and maany
other Catholics would soon be missed
from any biography oo the subjeot;
while Celtic philology has yot to find



